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I. Letter From the Secretary Generals  
  
After an eventful 2 years, we are back and we are excited to invite all of you to the 6th edition of SOBILMUN. 

As the world, we have lost countless significant key points of our lives because of the pandemic. Our excitement 

snuffed, our joy disintegrated and our hope, lost. The darkness in these moments clouded us all, even the brightest 

person. Thankfully we have overcame the situation and once again are trying to live our lives to the fullest.  

This virus has affected many students, nipping their way to socialize and improve themselves, in the bud. Our 

freedom was taken from us. We want to once again emphasize that those chains which held us captive will and 

has been broken. Once again free, we are returning with all the excitement and passion that has been saved up 

inside of all of us. We hope to cultivate the same passion in your hearts.  

We are honored to host twelve distinct committees which are carefully crafted by our academic team, considering 

the minutest detail, taking into consideration key topics from all around the world and threading them into our 

committees. We all want to prepare an unforgettable experience for everyone participating, therefore creating 

the best possible debate environment is extremely important.   

Our fire of peace still continues to burn within all of our past participants. Our aim is to light it once again in 

many more hearts.  

Sincerely,  

Aras Köseoğlu & Agâh Yusuf Zal  

  

II. Letter From the Under-Secretary-General  
  

Esteemed delegates,  

  

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to SOBILMUN’23 and to the Cabinet of Mustafa 

Kemal. My name is Alik Ataoğlu and I will be serving as the USG of this committee. I 

suggest you all to read the study guide carefully so that you are prepared for all challenges 

you may face throughout the committee and successfully fulfill your mission.  

  
The Turkish War of Independence started on May 19, 1919 which was a turning point in 

Turkiye’s history. On this day, Mustafa Kemal arrived in Samsun to embark on a journey 

that would create the Republic of Turkiye. The war lasted four years and culminated in the 

international recognition of Turkiye’s borders through the treaty of Lausanne and the 

founding of the Republic of Turkiye on October 19, 1923.  

  
In this study guide, you will find the details of the Turkish War of Independence as well as 

brief biographies of said members of the Cabinet of Mustafa Kemal. You will also find 

explanations about the relations of the Ottoman Empire with its opponents and its allies during 

the war.  



  
Although delegates will have to deal with crises sent by our team, your main goal is to save 

the motherland from the Imperialists who are trying to take your lands and freedom.  

Studying this guide will also help you be prepared for crises that may arrive.  

  

I hope this will be an unforgettable experience for all of you. Our team is working hard for 

this committee and I am sure you will do the same. I cannot wait to meet you all.   

Regards,  

Alik Ataoğlu   



III. Turkish War of Independence  

  

With the Armistice of Mudros (30 October 1918), which determined the defeat of the Ottoman 

Empire in the First World War, Anatolia and Thrace became open to all kinds of invasion. 

Because the provisions of the Armistice of Mudros gave the victorious states the right to 

occupy any place they deem necessary.  

  
The important thing for the sultan when the country was invaded; It was the salvation of the 

sultanate, caliphate and dynasty. While this treaty contained very severe conditions, the 

Istanbul Government hoped that these conditions could be mitigated in future peace talks. The 

invasions started right after the Armistice of Mudros. According to the 7th article of this 

treaty, the Entente states would be able to occupy the regions they wanted using a situation 

threatening their security as an excuse. The Straits passed under the control of the British. The 

British occupied Çanakkale, Mosul, Batumi, Konya, Maraş, Samsun, Bilecik, Merzifon, Urla 

and Kars. The French are; They occupied Dortyol, Mersin, Adana and Afyon stations.  

  
Some provinces in the South East occupied by the British were later transferred to the French. 

The Italians occupied Antalya, Kusadasi, Bodrum, Fethiye and Marmaris. They also sent 

soldiers to Konya and Akşehir. The article of the Armistice of Mudros that 6 provinces in 

Eastern Anatolia would be left to Armenians mobilized the Armenians. With the Regiments 

they formed, Armenians began to spread in Eastern Anatolia and to persecute and oppress the 

Turks in the region. Along with the French, Armenian gangs came to Kozan, Osmaniye, 

Mersin and Adana.  

  

  
The Greeks began to occupy İzmir on May 15, 1919, under the protection of British, American 

and French warships, in order to seize the Aegean Region promised to them. The first bullet 

fired at the enemy by journalist Hasan Tahsin in response to the occupation of Izmir marked 

the beginning of our War of Independence. Despite the start of the invasions after the 

Armistice of Mudros, the Sultan and the Ottoman Government did not speak out against the 

invasions and did not turn to develop and strengthen the army. They only thought of their own 

interests, acted timidly and cowardly, and did not take any measures to save the country from 

the situation it was in.  

  
Although the first armed resistance against the occupations in our War of Independence 

started against the French in Southeastern Anatolia, the first Kuva-yi Milliye movement was 

formed against the Greeks in Western Anatolia. Nothing could be expected from the Ottoman 

Government, which watched the Greek troops occupy İzmir and advance into  



Anatolia. This situation facilitated the birth of the Kuva-yi Milliye and the start of the National 

Struggle. Atatürk landed in Samsun on 19 May 1919. He published the Amasya circular. 

Later, he convened the Erzurum and Sivas congresses. With the occupation of Istanbul and 

the closure of the Parliament, the Ottoman administration collapsed. There is a need for an 

authorized body that represents the nation and makes decisions on behalf of the nation. This 

will only be possible by establishing a new parliament.  

  
On October 23, 1920, the Turkish Grand National Assembly was opened with the 

participation of 338 deputies. However, the Treaty of Sèvres, known as the death warrant of 

the Turks, was signed between the Ottoman Empire, which was defeated in the war, and the 

states of England, France, Italy, Japan, Armenia, Belgium, Greece, Hejaz, Poland, Romania, 

Serb-Croat-Slovene and Czechoslovakia. The TGNA's reaction to the Treaty of Sevres was 

very harsh, and it decided to consider those who signed and ratified this treaty as traitors. 

Eastern Front, Southern Front, Western front, 1-2 İnönü battles and finally Sakarya Pitched 

Battle were fought. With the Great Offensive and the Battle of the Commander-in-Chief, it 

has been proven to the whole world that Anatolia will forever remain a Turkish homeland. 

After the Mudanya ceasefire, the Lausanne Peace Treaty was signed. The new Turkish State 

was accepted all over the world. Thus, Turkey has been a beacon of hope for all exploited 

peoples and nations to gain their independence.  

  

  

  

a) Armistice of Mudros  
  

The Armistice of Mudros, which was concluded on October 30, 1918, ended the hostilities in 

the Middle Eastern theatre of war between the Ottoman Empire and the Allies. It was signed 

by Rauf Bey, the Ottoman Minister of Marine, and the British Admiral Somerset Arthur 

Gough-Calthorpe, onboard Agamemnon in Mudros harbour on the Aegean island of Lemnos. 

The armistice was followed by the occupation of Constantinople, the subsequent partitioning 

of the Ottoman Empire, and the Treaty of Sèvres, although the latter was never ratified due to 

the Turkish victory at the War of Liberation.  

  

Negotiations between Calthorpe’s team and the delegation from Constantinople, led by the  

Ottoman Minister of Marine Affairs Rauf Bey, began at 9:30 on the morning of October 30, 

1918, aboard the Agamemnon. The Treaty of Mudros, signed that evening, stated that 

hostilities would end at noon the following day. By its terms, Turkey had to open the 

Dardanelle and Bosporus straits to Allied warships and its forts to military occupation; it was 

also to demobilize its army, release all prisoners of war and evacuate its Arab provinces, the 

majority of which were already under Allied control. Rauf Bey and his fellow delegates 



refused to paint the treaty as an act of surrender for Turkey—later causing disillusionment and 

anger in Constantinople—but in fact that is what it was. The Treaty of Mudros ended Ottoman 

participation in World War I and effectively—if not legally—marked the dissolution of a once 

mighty empire. From its ruins, the victors of the First World War attempted to use the post-

war peace negotiations to create a new, more unpredictable entity: the modern Middle East.  

  

  

  

b) Treaty of Sèvres  
  
The treaty of Sèvres was signed on August 10, 1920 between the Allies of World War I and 

the Ottoman Empire which put an end to the state of war. The Ottoman Empire had to lose 

many of its lands. The Allies of World War I determined the Treaty of Sèvres, which they 

wanted to have the Ottomans accept, at the San Remo Conference. Tevfik Pasha, representing 

the Ottoman Government, attended these meetings. Tevfik Pasha declared that if the Treaty 

of Sevres was signed, the Ottoman Empire would become a colony and would completely 

lose its independence. Many objections were raised not to sign this treaty; however, these 

objections were ignored.  

  

This treaty was not signed by Turkey, nor was it signed by other countries other than Greece. 

Because Italy was not satisfied with the treaty, it did not sign it and announced to the public 

that it was on the side of the Ottomans. The most important reason why the Italians and the 

French did not sign this treaty was that Izmir was given to Greece. Sèvres is known as a dead 

treaty that was not accepted and put into effect by the Turkish state.  

c) Lausanne Peace Treaty  
  

Gentlemen, I don't think it is necessary any further to compare the principles underlying the 

Lausanne Peace Treaty with other proposals for peace. This treaty, is a document declaring 

that all efforts, prepared over centuries, and thought to have been accomplished through the 

SEVRES Treaty to crush the Turkish nation have been in vain. It is a diplomatic victory 

unheard of in the Ottoman history!  

1927 

M Kemal Atatürk  

The Great Speech  

  

  
The Treaty of Lausanne was signed on July 24, 1923. This international treaty recognized the 

boundaries of the newly established modern state of Turkey.  



The treaty followed the signing of the armistice at Mudanya on October 11, 1922 which was 

concluded after the national armies led by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk defeated and expelled the 

Greek invading armies from Anatolia. The British, seeing their surrogates defeated and the 

Italian and French decidedly moving toward not confronting the national liberation movement 

of Turkey, lifted their occupation of Istanbul and the Straits and Turkish troops entered 

Istanbul on October 19, 1922. This Turkish victory led to the downfall of the Lloyd George 

government and the calling of the peace treaty by Britain.  

The Turkish delegation to Lausanne was led by Ismet Inonu, the victorious commander of the 

Turkish national forces. Countries represented at the peace talks were Britain, France, Italy, 

Japan, Greece, Romania and Serbo-Croatia. Russia, Belgium and Portugal entered the treaty 

negotiations at later stages to discuss the status of the Turkish straits and financial matters 

concerning the defunct Ottoman Empire. The Unites States attended the treaty negotiations as 

an observer.  

The negotiations began on November 21, 1922 and lasted over eight months. Turkey’s main 

concern was to achieve recognition of its borders as defined in its National Pact of 1920; gain 

control over the Turkish straits and end the capitulations. At the end of the conference, the 

Turkish borders gained international recognition with special provisions placed on Iskenderun 

and Mosul. The status of Iskenderun was later determined by a local referendum and the 

province legally joined Turkey’s borders on June 23, 1939. However, Mosul remained outside 

of Turkey’s borders and became part of Iraq. On the status of the Turkish straits, Turkey 

gained control of the straits with special provisions to regulate international commercial traffic 

and rights by the Black Sea littoral countries, which were codified in the Montreux Treaty on 

July 20, 1936.  

The Turkish War of National Liberation was fought by a decimated nation against the most 

powerful imperial states of the time, Britain and France, and their cronies Italy and Greece. It 

culminated in a military victory on the battlefields and a diplomatic victory at Lausanne for 

the Turkish people and the international recognition of the Republic of Turkey. This victory 

became a source of inspiration for many other nations in their struggle against Western 

imperialism and independence for years to come.  

  

  

IV. Characters 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk  
 



Mustafa Kemal was born in Salonika, a province of the Ottoman Empire, in 1881 as the son 

of Ali Rıza Efendi and Zübeyde Hanım, His father died when Mustafa Kemal was a young 

boy. He attended primary school at the Şemsi Efendi School in Salonika. He continued his 

education at the Salonika Military Middle School and the Monastir (Bitola) Military 

Preparatory School. In 1899 he entered the Istanbul War College and graduated with the rank 

of infantry second lieutenant in 1902 and completed his education at the War Academy 

graduating as a staff captain in 1905.  

 

Mustafa Kemal was assigned to the 5th Army in Damascus and the 3rd Army in Macedonia 

in 1905 and 1907 respectively. While he was on duty in Monastir and Salonika, he served in 

the Operations Army, which suppressed the rebellion (31 March Incidents) in Istanbul 

Similarly, he also participated in the operation to fight against the rebellion in Albania. In 

1911, upon the occupation of Tripoli by Italy, he was sent to Tobruk. He successfully led the 

Turkish Forces in Tobruk and Darnah. He participated in the Balkan War with the rank of 

major in 1912 and 1913 and served in the army corps which recaptured Edirne from Bulgaria.  

In 1915, during World War I, he fought in the Çanakkale (Dardanelles) Battle as the 19th 

Division Commander. He successfully stopped the enemy attacks at Gelibolu (Gallipoli), a 

victory which brought him fame as the “Hero of the Anafarta Heights.''  

 

He was appointed as the Army Corps Commander to the Eastern Front in 1916 and rose to 

the rank of Brigadier General. He stopped the Russian attacks and recaptured Bingöl and Muş 

from the enemy. In 1917 he was appointed to the 7th Army Command that was in charge of 

Palestine and Syria. The same year he went to Germany with the Heir Prince Vahideddin.  

 

He made observations at the German General Headquarters as well as the German battle 

fronts. As he was serving on the Syrian front as the 7th Army Commander in 1918, World 

War I ended and he returned to Istanbul following the Armistice of Moudros. He departed 

from Istanbul as an army inspector although his secret objective was to end the occupation of 

the country by the Allied Forces.  

 

After arriving in Samsun on 19 May 1919 via the Black Sea, Mustafa Kemal issued the 

Amasya Circular on 22 June 1919 in which he announced to the Turkish Nation that “the 

integrity of the country and the independence of the nation are in danger and a congress will 

be convened in Sivas in order to save the country with determination and decisiveness.” 

Subsequently, he resigned from the duties that were assigned by the Ottoman government as 

well his military post. Mustafa Kemal chaired the conventions held in Erzurum and Sivas on 

23 July 1919 and 4 September 1919 respectively.  

 



The most important decisions made at these conventions stipulated that the nation would 

defend the country against the occupation and towards that aim a temporary government 

would be formed after a national parliament is convened and no mandate or protection would 

be accepted for that matter. Thanks to his efforts, the Turkish Grand National Assembly 

(TBMM) convened for the first time on 23 April 1920 in Ankara. Mustafa Kemal was elected 

as the head of the parliament and the government and his first job were to announce to the 

world that the Turkish nation does not recognize the Sèvres Treaty, which was signed between 

the Ottoman Government and the Allied Forces.  

 

The advancement of the Greek army which had occupied Izmir with the help of the Allied 

Forces was stopped in the First and Second Inönü battles in 1921 and the Greeks were 

vigorously repulsed. The Turkish Army, led by Commander-in-Chief Mustafa Kemal Paşa 

won a victory in the Battle of the Sakarya River. The Greek Army suffered severe losses in 

this battle which lasted for 22 nights and days. Mustafa Kemal was promoted to the rank of 

“Marshal” and given the title of “Gazi” (war veteran) by the TBMM due to this victory. The 

Turkish Army started to counter-attack the Allied Forces on 26 August 1922 to end the enemy 

occupation completely. The Greek Army was largely defeated under the command of 

Mustafa Kemal in the Battle of the Commander-in-Chief (30 August 1922). The Turkish 

Army chased the defeated enemy forces and entered Izmir on 9 September 1922.  

Consequently, the Mudanya Armistice was signed on 11 October 1922 as a result of which 

the Allied Forces withdrew from the Turkish territories.  

 

Following the Turkish War of Independence, not only the modern Turkish Republic was 

established, but also Mustafa Kemal was elected as the first President of the new Republic on 

29 October 1923. Until he passed away in 1938, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk served as the 

President of Türkiye which makes him the only person to hold this distinguished post for the 

longest period. He was elected to the Presidency for four consecutive terms.  

 

Mustafa Kemal was given the last name ‘Atatürk' on 24 November 1934 with the law 

numbered 2587 and the right to adopt the same last name was reserved for him only. Atatürk 

was not only a commander-in-chief who led the War of Independence successfully but also a 

genius statesman gave the reforms that he realized. During most of his 57 year- long life, 

Atatürk tirelessly worked for the happiness of the nation and independence of the country and 

he emerged victorious from every battle he fought.  

 

The founder of the Republic of Türkiye and an unforgettable and brave leader passed away in 

Istanbul on 10 November 1938.  

  



İsmet İnönü  

  

Ismet Inonu was born in 1884 in Izmir, in the Aegean region of Anatolia. His father was  

Mustantik Resit Bey and mother Cevriye Hanim. On 26th September 1906, he joined the 2nd 

Army as a superior captain and became a member of Ittihat ve Terakki party.  

  

  

Inönü also took place in the Operational Army which stopped the 31st of March incident.  

During World War I he worked as a division manager in the ministry under the Minister of 

War Enver Pasha. In 1915 he was appointed to the 2nd Army Chief of Staff desk and 

promoted to Colonel on December 14th. He served in the 4th Army at the Caucasian 

frontier.  

  

  

In 1918 he became War Ministry advisor. On 9th April 1920 he came to Ankara and was 

selected as a member of the Army Command by T.B.M.M. (Turkey Grand National 

Assembly).  

  

  

On 25th October 1920 Ismet Inonu became commander of the Western Frontier and stopped 

the Cerkez Ethem riot. During the War of Independence, he won the 1st and 2nd Inonu 

campaigns against the Greeks. At the end of World War I he represented T.B.M.M. 

government in the Armistice of Mudanya and at the Treaty of Lausanne.  

 

On 30th October 1923 Inonu became the first Prime Minister of Turkey. After the death of 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk (10th November 1938) he was elected as the President and carried 

the title until 14th May 1950.  

  

  

Between 1950-1960 he stayed in politics as a Parliamenter of Malatya and the leader of the 

main opposition party. Later he was elected as Prime Minister again, 3 times between 1961-

1965, total of 10 times and governed for a total of 16 years and 10 months. On 20th October 

1972 he resigned from his party and became a member of the Republics Senate.  

  

  

Ismet Inonu spoke German, French and English, and had 3 children. Died on 25th of 

December 1973, today his tomb is in Ankara, at the Mausoleum of Atatürk.  

  



Mustafa Fevzi Sarhan  

  

Mustafa Fevzi Sarhan was born in Manisa Akhisar in 1875. He graduated from Istanbul Law 

School. He became a member of the Committee of Union and Progress. He was elected as 

Saruhan (Manisa) deputy to the Ottoman Parliament (1912-1919).  

During the War of Independence, he joined the National Struggle as a member of the 

Anatolian and Rumelian Defense Law Society.  

He was elected as Manisa’s deputy for the 2nd and 3rd terms. He was in the parliament until 

his death.  

 

He served as the Deputy of Şer'iyye and Evkaf (Religion and Foundations) in the governments 

of First Ali Fethi Bey and First İsmet Pasha (1923-1924).  

He worked hard for the adoption of the Swiss Civil Code in the Grand National Assembly of 

Turkey.  

 

He died on September 19, 1933, in Paris, where he went for treatment.  

  

  

Fevzi Çakmak  

  

Marshal Fevzi Çakmak was born on January 12, 1876, in Istanbul Anadolu Kavağı, the son 

of Artillery Colonel Ali Sırrı and Hesna Hanım. After completing his primary and secondary 

education, he enrolled in the Military Academy on April 29, 1893 and graduated with the rank 

of Infantry Lieutenant on January 28, 1896. Afterwards, he entered the Erkan-ı Harbiye 

Mektebi and graduated with the rank of Staff Captain on 25 December 1898.  

 

He was in Istanbul for health reasons when the Armistice of Mudros was signed. From 

December 24, 1918 to May 14, 1919, he served as the Chief of Staff of the Ottoman State 

with the rank of Lieutenant General. He served as the 1st Army Inspector, a member of the 

Military Council, and the minister of war in the governments of Ali Rıza Pasha and Salih 

Hulusi Pasha. After the official occupation of Istanbul by the Allies, Fevzi Pasha, who decided 

to cross into Anatolia, arrived in Ankara in April 1920. He was greeted with a ceremony by 

Mustafa Kemal Pasha at the station. In the first term, he joined the Turkish Grand National 

Assembly as a Kozan deputy. On May 26, 1920, it was decided by the Istanbul Government 

to remove his rank as one of the leaders of the national movement, to have his medals 

withdrawn and to be executed.  

  



As the Chief of the General Staff in 1922, he took care of the preparations for the Great 

Offensive. After the Battle of Commander-in-Chief, which ended in victory, he was promoted 

to Marshal (Marshal) by the Grand National Assembly of Turkey on the recommendation of 

the Commander-in-Chief Mustafa Kemal Pasha on 31 August. He became the first Chief of 

General Staff of the Republic of Turkey after the proclamation of the Republic.  

  

Kazım Özalp  

  

He was born in Köprülü in 1882. On December 6, 1902, he graduated from the Military  

Academy with the rank of Infantry Lieutenant and left the staff class. He was promoted to  

First Lieutenant on 6 December 1903. On 5 November 1905, Mümtaz graduated from the 

Military Academy as a Captain. II. After the declaration of the Constitutional Monarchy, he 

was appointed as the Chief of Staff of the Serez Redif Party. He was appointed as the District 

Governor of Menlik District on August 9, 1910. On March 28, 1911, he was promoted to 

Senior Captain and became the Commander of the Thessaloniki Gendarmerie Regiment 

Tracking Battalion.  

  
He participated in the Balkan War as an officer in the 5th Corps Staff of the Vardar Army, to 

which he was appointed on September 29, 1912. On 25 June 1913, he took office in the 

Çatalca Army Left Front Command Staff. On November 9, 1913, he was appointed to the 1st 

Corps Staff and served as the Deputy Commander of the Istanbul Central Command.  

In the First World War, as Van Gendarmerie Regiment Commander, Mobile Gendarmerie 

Division Commander, 37th Caucasian Division Commander and 60th Division Commander, 

he fought against the Russians and Georgians on the Eastern, Iranian, Azerbaijani and 

Caucasian Fronts, occupied Batumi. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in 1915 and 

Colonel in 1917.  

  
He was appointed as the Commander of the 60th Division in Şarköy on 31 December 1918. 

Upon the Greek occupation of İzmir on May 15, 1919, he moved to Balıkesir and cooperated 

with the resistance organizations that were being formed. He assumed the command of the 

61st Division in Bandırma on 2 August 1919. He was appointed to the Northern Front 

Command by the decision of the Representative Committee.  

  
He was elected as Karesi (Balıkesir) Deputy in the elections held for the 1st Term of the 

Turkish Grand National Assembly (23.04.1920 - 16.04.1923). On March 31, 1921, he was 

appointed as Kocaeli Regional Commander, on leave by the decision of the Assembly. Later, 

he joined the Battle of Sakarya as the Corps Commander on the Western Front and was 

promoted to Major General on 13 September 1921. At the end of 1921, he left the Corps 



Command and returned to the Assembly. On January 10, 1922, he was elected as the Deputy 

of National Defense. He was promoted to Lieutenant General on 25 September 1922.  

  

Mustafa Necati Uğural  

  

He was born in Izmir in 1894. His father is Halit Bey from Darend, and his mother is Naciye 

Hanım, the daughter of Mustafa Efendi from Elbistan. Necati Bey completed his primary and 

secondary education in Izmir. After completing his higher education at Istanbul Law School, 

he started his first job at Izmir Teachers' School.  

 

He was elected as Saruhan (Manisa) Deputy in 1920. In the three years between 1920 and 

1923, which was the term of office of the First Assembly, he gave 74 speeches on 54 different 

subjects from the rostrum of the Assembly, although he was outside Ankara as a member and 

president of the Independence Court for more than one and a half years of these three years. 

Mustafa Necati came to Kastamonu on August 18, 1921 as the President of the Kastamonu 

Independence Court and left Kastamonu on August 24, 1922 after the work of the 

Independence Courts was terminated on August 1, 1922. He started his duty as the President 

of the Independence Court.  

 

In 1923, he was elected as İzmir Deputy to the Turkish Parliament. He created a commission 

on 21 August 1923 and proposed to the Government the establishment of a ministry related 

to "exchange, development and settlement" on 13 October 1923 the "Ministry of Exchange, 

Reconstruction and Settlement" was established and on 20 October 1923, Mustafa Necati, 

158 of 165 deputies. The first "Voice of Exchange, Reconstruction and Settlement" was 

chosen by taking the vote of one of them.  

  
During the Ministry of Exchange, Reconstruction and Settlement, where he remained for five 

months until he became the "Deputy of the Courthouse" in the İsmet İnönü  

Government, which was established on March 6, 1924, on the one hand, he established the 

central and provincial organization of the ministry, on the other hand, the settlement of 

immigrants who came to our country with exchange and the Anatolian region that was burned 

and destroyed during the war. He has done very important work for the development of the 

city.  

  

Refik Saydam  

  

His full name is İbrahim Refik Saydam and he is the son of Çankırılı Hacı Ahmet Efendi.  



After the Civil Code came into force, he was given the surname "Saydam" by Mustafa  

Kemal Atatürk. He completed his primary and secondary education at Fatih Military High 

School. After graduating from the Military Medical School (Faculty of Medicine) as a medical 

captain, he received specialization training at the Berlin Military Medical Academy in 

Germany, in the cities of this country. During the Balkan War (1912-13), he worked to prevent 

cholera on the Antalya and Çatalca fronts. During the time he was appointed as the Deputy 

Inspector of Field General Health in 1914, he coordinated the Bacteriology Institute and 

provided the production of typhoid, dysentery, plague and cholera vaccines, tetanus and 

dysentery serums here, as well as providing the medical needs of the army during the First 

World War.  

 

İbrahim Refik Bey entered the first Turkish Grand National Assembly (TBMM), which was 

opened on April 23, 1920, as a Member of Parliament for Beyazıt. In the second term, he was 

elected as Istanbul Deputy and continued his membership. In addition to being the first 

Minister of Health of the Republic of Turkey, he laid the foundations of health services in this 

position that will last for fourteen years. In 1924, he opened hometown hospitals, maternity 

units and child care centres in Ankara, then in many Anatolian cities such as Erzurum, 

Diyarbakır and Sivas.  

Hasan Saka  

  

He is the son of Hafiz Yunus Efendi from Trabzon, from the family of Saka sons. He was 

born in Trabzon in 1885. He graduated from Trabzon Military Secondary School and Civil  

High School with first place, and after the 1908 Revolution, he completed the Civil  

Service School and studied Economics and Finance at the Political Sciences School in Paris.  

On his return to the country, he taught Economics and Finance courses at the Civil Service 

School. In the last years of the Istanbul Assembly, he became a deputy of Trabzon.  

  
After the establishment of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, he was again elected as 

the Trabzon Deputy, attended the Lausanne Conference as a member, served as the Trade and 

Finance Deputies, and after leaving the Ministry of Finance, he was elected as the Deputy 

Chairman of the Grand National Assembly and also served as a professor at the Ankara 

Faculty of Law and the School of Political Sciences.  

  

Hasan Fehmi Ataç  

  

He was born in 1879 in Gümüşhane. He could not get a regular education. He became a 

member of Gümüşhane in the 2nd and 3rd terms of the Ottoman Parliament. From the 1st 



Term of the Turkish Grand National Assembly to the end of the 8th Term, he was also a 

deputy of Gümüşhane.  

  
After Mustafa Kemal Pasha said "I want a finance minister who doesn't understand finance", 

he was elected as the Deputy of Finance by saying "Pasha, I don't understand finance". His 

greatest service was in this task, for which he was elected before the Great Offensive. Despite 

the low state revenues, he succeeded in meeting all the needs of the army. He established two 

separate army treasury offices for the Eastern and Western fronts, ensuring regular payment 

of officer salaries and documentation of expenses. Thus, he became the person who found, 

organized and delivered the financial resources of the Great Offensive. Due to this success, 

he was awarded the Red-Green Striped Medal of Independence by the Turkish Grand National 

Assembly.  

  
He served as the Minister of Agriculture between November 22, 1924 - March 3, 1925.  

Celalettin Arif  

  

He is the son of Erzurumlu Mehmet Arif Bey. After graduating from Soğukçeşme Military 

High School and Mekteb-i Sultani, he studied law and political science in France. He worked 

as a lawyer in Cairo from 1901 to 1908. Returning to Istanbul in 1908, he taught constitutional 

law at the Law and Civil Schools. He served as the President of the Istanbul Lawyers' 

Association (Head of the Istanbul Bar Association) between 1914-1920.  

  
He was among the founders of the Ottoman Ahrar Party. He was elected as the Istanbul deputy 

to the last Ottoman Parliament. Upon the death of Reşat Hikmet Bey, on March 4, 1920, he 

was elected as the Chairman of the Parliament. He left the Parliament, of which he was elected 

on March 4, 1920, after Istanbul was occupied on March 16, 1920, 12 days later, and went to 

Anatolia and took part in the National Struggle as a deputy from Erzurum. Mustafa Kemal 

Pasha, who was the only candidate in the parliamentary election, which was opened on April 

23, 1920, as the only candidate for the Presidency of the Assembly, held on April 24, was 

elected as the first president (reis-i first) with 110 votes from 120 deputies, and Celalettin Arif 

Bey was elected as the second president with 109 votes. i sec) was selected.[1] Later, he also 

served as Deputy Courthouse, Provisional Executive Committee, and Ambassador to Rome.  

  

İbrahim Refet Bele   
İbrahim Refet Bele was born in Thessaloniki in 1881. He is the son of Mehmet Servet Bey.  

On 26 December 1898, he graduated from the Military Academy with the rank of Infantry  

Lieutenant and was given the command of the 3rd Army. He was promoted to First  



Lieutenant on 29 December 1903 and was assigned to the Redif 107th Regiment. On 12  

January 1904 he was transferred to the Vodine Company of the Thessaloniki Central 

Gendarme Battalion. He became a Captain on February 10, 1906. He entered the Military 

Academy in October 1909.  

 

In June 1912, Tripoli participated in the Balkan War on September 16, 1912. He was promoted 

to Major on January 7, 1913. He was appointed to Edirne Gendarmerie Regiment Command 

on September 5, 1913. On December 30, 1913, he was given to the Staff of the  

German Military Correctional Commission. He was transferred to the 2nd Army Inspectorate 

Staff on February 5, 1914.  

 

On August 3, 1914, he became the Director of the 4th Army Intelligence Branch during the 

First World War campaign. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on February 28, 1915 

and appointed to the Commander of the 10th Division. He was appointed as the 3rd Division 

Commander on 30 December. He was promoted to Colonel on 13 December 1916 and 

appointed to the 53rd Division Command. He became the Commander of the 22nd Corps on 

October 9, 1917. He was appointed as the Gendarmerie General Command on 17 October 

1918. He left Istanbul on May 17, 1919 for the 3rd Army Corps Command and came to 

Samsun on May 19 with Mustafa Kemal Pasha. He was assigned by the Representative 

Committee on 23 October 1919 to see the situation in Western Anatolia in place and to ensure 

unity among the Commanders. On December 10, 1919, he assumed the Command of the 

Aydın Kuvayi Milliye in Nazilli. He came to Ankara on 18 August and was presented to the 

General Assembly of the Turkish Grand National Assembly as the İzmir Deputy. On 

September 6, 1920, he was elected as the Deputy of Internal Medicine.  

  
He was appointed Commander of the Southern Front on 9 November 1920. He was promoted 

to Major General on 10 January 1921. He left the Front on 5 May. On 30 June 1921, he was 

elected as the Deputy of Internal Medicine for the second time. He was appointed to the 

Ministry of National Defense on August 5, 1921, when Mustafa Kemal Pasha was the 

Commander-in-Chief. He withdrew from the Ministry of National Defense on January 10, 

1922.  

  

Yusuf Kemal Tengirşenk  

  

He is the son of Kadı (Naip) Hasan Raci Efendi. He first entered Kuleli High School and was 

transferred to the Military Medical School for health reasons; While he was studying here, he 

was imprisoned because he did not betray his friends who worked for freedom. While he was 

about to be exiled to Fezzan, he was bruised due to his disability and some attempts. After 



staying in his hometown for a while, he came to Istanbul and entered the School of Law. After 

graduating from here in 1904, he received his doctorate in the Department of Politics and 

Economics at the Faculty of Law in Paris. He speaks French and English.  

  
In 1898, he was appointed to Boyabat Property Manager Refik, and resigned in 1899. After 

graduating from the School of Law, he started to work as a lawyer in 1904. At the same time, 

he was appointed to the Faculty of Law as Assistant Criminal Law Teacher and later to the 

Teaching position. He was elected as Kastamonu deputy with the proclamation of the 

Constitutional Monarchy in 1908, resigned on 7 November 1908 and worked as a student  

Inspector in Europe from 30 September 1909 to 31 August 1914. He was appointed to the  

General Inspector's Office on 1 June 1915 and to the Undersecretariat of the Ministry of  

Justice on 23 November 1915. He became a Kastamonu Deputy again after the end of the  

First World War. He came to Ankara after the occupation of Istanbul and joined the Grand  

National Assembly. He went to Moscow as Executive Director with Bekir Sami Bey,  

Deputy Foreign Minister, and then went to Moscow for the second time as the Executive 

Director of the Delegation on March 16, 1921 and signed the Treaty of Friendship. He was 

elected as Deputy Courthouse on March 30, 1920, and Deputy Foreign Affairs on May 15,  

1921. He resigned on October 02, 1922, was appointed as the London Representative in 1923, 

and subsequently preferred the Parliamentary position upon the decision taken that the 

Ambassadorship and the Deputy could not be held together.  

  

Abdülhak Adnan Adıvar  

  

He was born in Gallipoli in 1882. He is the son of Kadi Ahmet Bahai Efendi and Sabiha  

Hanım. His school life was spent in Istanbul. He completed his primary education at Numune-

i Terakki School and his high school education at Mülki İdadî. He started his medical 

education in Istanbul in 1899. After graduating from Medical School in 1905, he worked as 

an assistant at the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Berlin and received a specialization 

diploma in the department of internal diseases.  

 

After the signing of the Armistice of Mudros, Abdülhak Adnan became one of the founders 

of the Karakol Society, the first secret resistance organization established in Istanbul against 

enemy occupations. He was also among the founders of the National Turkish Party, which 

advocated nationalist ideas. He participated in the Ottoman Parliamentary elections held in 

1919 as the candidate of the National Turkish Party and became the Istanbul deputy. Adnan 

Bey attended the First Term Grand National Assembly in Ankara; In the first GNAT 

government formed, he became the Deputy of Sıhhiye and Social Auxiliary. He left the 

ministry on March 2, 1921, when he was elected as the vice-president of the parliament.  



 

During the period when Deputy Internal Affairs Refet Bey went to the front (28 September 

1920 Konya front, 9 November 1920 South front), he served as the minister of the  interior 

by proxy. During the war years, he was among the founders of the Child Protection Agency. 

After the Turkish War of Independence ended with the victory of the Turkish army, he was 

appointed as the Istanbul Representative of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, replacing 

Hamid Bey.  

Ahmet Muhtar Cilli  

  

He is a graduate of Istanbul Graduate School of Engineering. Hejaz Railways Engineering,  

Ministry of Public Works General Directorate of Railways, General Directorate of Hejaz  

Railways, Undersecretariat of Public Works, Ottoman Mebûsan IV. Term Trabzon Deputy,  

Eastern Anatolian Railways Reconstruction and Civil Engineering, Founding Member of 

Progressive Republican Party, TBMM II. He served as Trabzon Deputy for the term, Head of 

the Public Works Committee, and Deputy of the 1st Government of Public Works.  

  

Ömer Lütfi Argeşo   
After graduating from the Military Academy, he went to the Military School in Hamburg.  

He graduated from the Military Academy on March 13, 1898, with the rank of lieutenant on 

February 2, 1901. He graduated from the Military Academy on January 4, 1904 with the rank 

of captain. He studied in Germany between 1909 and 1911. He learned German. He was 

promoted to senior captain on 18 July 1908, reserve major on 6 March 1915, and lieutenant 

colonel on 12 May 1918.[2]  

  
He left his military career, which he started on February 2, 1901, on May 18, 1914.  

However, upon the start of the First World War, he was put back into service on October 16, 

19,14 and was appointed as the Commander of the 65th Regiment's 3rd Battalion. He was 

appointed as the Commander of the 23rd Regiment on 14 May 1916 by proxy, and on 14 

January 1917, he was principally appointed. He was captured on October 22, 1918.[2] In 

1919, during the first periods of the Greek Occupation, he commanded the 23rd Division, 

which was stationed in Salihli and later in Afyon.  

  
He returned to Istanbul on March 17, 1920, and joined the Kuvâ-yi Milliye on May 27, 1920. 

After serving as a deputy in the last Ottoman Parliament, he went to Ankara and was elected 

as the Afyonkarahisar representative for the 1st Term of the Grand National Assembly of 

Turkey. II. He served on the Executive Board. He retired from military service on 10 August 

1923.  
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