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I. Letter from Secretary-Generals  

After an eventful 2 years, we are back and we are excited to invite all of you to the 

6th edition of SOBILMUN.  

As the world, we have lost countless significant key points of our lives because of 

the pandemic. Our excitement snuffed, our joy disintegrated and our hope, lost.  

The darkness in these moments clouded us all, even the brightest person. 

Thankfully we have overcame the situation and once again are trying to live our 

lives to the fullest.  

This virus has affected many students, nipping their way to socialize and improve 

themselves, in the bud. Our freedom was taken from us. We want to once again 

emphasize that those chains which held us captive will and has been broken. Once 

again free, we are returning with all the excitement and passion that has been saved 

up inside of all of us. We hope to cultivate the same passion in your hearts. We are 

honored to host twelve distinct committees which are carefully crafted by our 

academic team, considering the minutest detail, taking into consideration key 

topics from all around the world and threading them into our committees. We all 

want to prepare an unforgettable experience for everyone participating, therefore 

creating the best possible debate environment is extremely important.   

Our fire of peace still continues to burn within all of our past participants. Our aim 

is to light it once again in many more hearts.  

Sincerely,  

Aras Köseoğlu & Agâh Yusuf Zal  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  
II. Letter from Under-Secretary-General  

Most distinguished delegates,  

  My name is  İlayda Güney, and I am a medicine student in Istanbul University Faculty 

of Medicine. I will be the Under-Secretary-General of this excellent  Joint Crisis 

committee:Russian Civil War. I’ve been doing Model United Nations for about five years 

now, and JCC is my specialty. I started JCC committees when I was a first timer. I believe 

that this conference will be one of the best experiences in your MUN career.  

  Even though the agenda item is a historical occurrence from the Civil War, I worked a 

lot to present this guide that would be beneficial for your preparation for the conference and 

diplomatic conversations. Please keep in mind that your actions will have consequences and 

one of your words can change the whole state of affairs.    

  Last but not least I would like to thank the Secretary-Generals Agah Yusuf Zal and 

Aras Köseoğlu and Deputy-Director-General Göktuğ Demiral for having me as a part of the 

academic team, and Head of Crisis Arda Mert Özşekerci for helping me to manage the 

cabinets.   

  

If you have any inquiries, do not hesitate to contact me via my email, 

ilayda.guney@ogr.iu.edu.tr.  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  
  

  

  

  

  

III. Agenda Item: Open Agenda  
a)Introduction  

Russian Civil War, (1918–20) Conflict among the newly fashioned Bolshevik 

authorities and its Red Army in opposition to the anti-Bolshevik forces in Russia. The 

unfavourable Treaty of Brest-Litovsk concluded with Germany induced socialists against 

Vladimir Lenin to interrupt with the Bolsheviks and be a part of the right-wing Whites and 

their volunteer military beneath Anton Denikin. In a try to create every other the front in 

World War I, the Allies gave confined assist to the Whites. The Moscow authorities spoke 

back to the developing anti-Bolshevik motion through expelling Menshevik and Social 

Revolutionary deputies from the authorities, and it started a marketing campaign of “Red 

terror” that gave elevated powers to the name of the game police (Cheka) to arrest and 

execute suspects. The Bolsheviks maintained manipulate over the coronary heart of the 

country, however, the anti-Bolsheviks received strength in Ukraine and Omsk, in which  

Aleksandr Kolchak and different dissident businesses joined collectively to combat the Red 

Army. Confused by the struggles among communists, Russian Whites, and Ukrainian 

nationalists, the Allies withdrew their assistance through 1919. After early navy successes in 

opposition to the Red Army, the White forces beneath Kolchak were defeated through early 

1920. Other White troops beneath Nikolay Yudenich didn't take St. Petersburg. The 

remaining White stronghold withinside the Crimea beneath neath Pyotr Wrangel, Denikin’s 

successor, turned into defeat in November 1920, finishing the Russian Civil War.  

  

  

b)Background  

   i)I. World War  

 The Eastern Front or Eastern Theater of World War I  turned into a theater of operations 

that encompassed at its best the whole frontier among Russia and Romania on one facet and 

Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, the Ottoman Empire, and Germany at the other. It stretched from 



the Baltic Sea withinside the north to the Black Sea withinside the south, worried maximum of 

Eastern Europe, and stretched deep into Central Europe as well. The time period contrasts with 

the "Western Front", which turned into being fought in Belgium and France.  

In the whole months of the battle, the Imperial Russian Army tried an invasion of 

Japanese Prussia withinside the Northwestern theater, simplest to be crushed returned with the 

aid of using Germany after a few preliminary successes. At the identical time, withinside the 

south, they correctly invaded Galicia, defeating the Austro-Hungarian forces there. In Russian 

Poland, the Germans didn't take Warsaw. But with the aid of using 1915, the German and 

Austro-Hungarian forces were in advance, dealing the Russians heavy casualties in Galicia and 

in Poland, forcing them to retreat. Grand Duke Nicholas was sacked from his role as the 

commander-in-leader and changed with the aid of using Tsar Nicholas himself. Several 

offensives in opposition to the Germans in 1916 failed, which include Lake Naroch Offensive 

and the Baranovichi Offensive. However, General Aleksei Brusilov oversaw a surprisingly 

successful operation in opposition to Austria-Hungary that became called the Brusilov 

offensive, which saw the Russian Army make big gains. Being the biggest and maximum 

deadly offensive of WW1, the results of the Brusilov offensive have been a long way reaching. 

It helped to alleviate the German stress on the Battle of Verdun, whilst additionally assisting to 

alleviate the Austro-Hungarian stress on the Italians. As a result, the Austro-Hungarian Armed 

forces were fatally weakened, and in the end, Romania determined to go into the battle at the 

facet of the Allied Forces. However, the Russian human and cloth losses additionally 

substantially contributed to the Russian revolutions.  

  

The Kingdom of Romania entered the struggle in August 1916. The Allied Powers 

promised the location of Transylvania (which changed into a part of Austria-Hungary) in back 

for Romanian support. The Romanian Army invaded Transylvania and had preliminary 

successes, however, changed into pressure to forestall and changed into driven to turn with the 

aid of using the Germans and Austro-Hungarians while Bulgaria attacked them from the south. 

Meanwhile, a revolution passed off in Russia in March 1917 (one of the reasons being the 

hardships of the struggle fare. Tsar Nicholas II changed under pressure to abdicate and a 

Russian Provisional Government was founded, with Georgy Lvov as its first leader, who finally 

changed with the aid of using Alexander Kerensky. The newly fashioned Russian Republic 

persisted to combat the struggle fare along Romania and the relaxation of the Entente in a 

desultory fashion. It changed into overthrown with the aid of using the Bolsheviks in November 

1917. Following the Armistice of Focșani among  



Romania and the Central Powers, Romania additionally signed a peace treaty with the Central 
Powers on 7 May 1918, but it changed into cancelled with the aid of using Romania on 10  

November 1918. The new authorities hooked up with the aid of the Bolsheviks signed the 

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with the Central Powers in March 1918, taking it out of the struggle 

fare; main to Central Powers victory withinside the Eastern Front and Russian defeat in World 

War I.  

On 7 November 1917, the Communist Revolutionaries took power under their leader 

Vladimir Lenin. Lenin's new Bolshevik government tried to end the war, with a ceasefire being 

declared on 15 December 1917 along lines agreed in November. At the same time, the 

Revolutionaries launched a full-scale military descent against its opponents Ukraine and 

separatist governments in the Don region. During the peace accommodations between the 

Soviets and the Central Powers, the Germans demanded enormous concessions, ultimately 

performing in the failure of the long-drawn-out peace accommodations on 17 February 1918. 

At the same time, the Central Powers included military conventions with  

Ukraine which was losing ground in the fight with overrunning Bolshevik forces. (  85) The 

Russian Civil War, which started just after November 1917, would tear apart Russia three times. 

As a result of the events in 1917, numerous groups opposed to Lenin's Revolutionaries had 

formed. With the fall of Nicholas II, numerous corridors of the Russian Empire took the occasion 

to declare their independence, one of which was Finland, which did so in December  

1917; still, Finland too collapsed into a civil war. Finland declared itself independent on 6 

December 1917, and this was accepted by Lenin a month later. The Finnish Parliament tagged 

a German Napoleon as King of Finland. Still, the communists(The Reds) and the Whites in 

Finland fell into war with each other in January 1918. The Reds wanted Finland to be a Soviet 

democracy and were backed by Russian forces still in Finland. The Whites of Finland were led 

by General C.G.E. Mannerheim, a Finnish Napoleon who had been in  

Napoleon's service since he was 15 years old. The Whites were also offered help by a German 

Expeditionary Corps led by German General Goltz. Though Mannerheim Norway accepted the 

offer, the German fraternity landed in Finland in April 1918.   

  



  
  

  

  
  

  
  



  

  

  

ii)February Revolution  

More than three centuries of Romanov dynastic rule got here to a result in February 

1917 while putting people and mutinous squaddies in Petrograd pressured tsar Nicholas II to 

abdicate the throne. The Revolution started on February 23 (March eight NS) while working 

elegance women, staring at the socialist vacation of International Women's Day, took to the 

streets of the capital to protest in opposition to meals shortages and excessive bread prices. This 

turned into now no longer the primary of such protests throughout the war, however over the 

following numerous days, endorsed through calls from activists withinside the progressive 

underground (which include Bolsheviks), crowds of each ladies and men swelled and marched 

to the middle of the city. There, devices of the everyday police in addition to Cossacks and 

squaddies from the Volhynian regiment tried to disperse them however with limited success. 

Indeed, through February 27, with Petrograd at a digital standstill, key navy devices went over 

to the facet of the crowds, seized arsenals of weapons, and on tomorrow positioned the tsarist 

ministers beneath arrest. The tsar, who had taken private command of the army, sought to go 

back to Petrograd to repair the fame quo ante, however turned into persuaded through his 

personal generals and a delegation of politicians from the State Duma that this abdication 

should attain social peace.   

  

On March 2 the provisional committee of the State Duma, along with main mild and liberal 

politicians, declared itself a Provisional Government. When the gang outside the  

Tauride Palace taunted Pavel Miliukov, the main flesh presser of the Kadet (Constitutional  

Democratic) Party and the primary Minister of Foreign Affairs withinside the Provisional 

Government, with cries of “Who elected you?” His reaction became “We had been elected with 

the aid of using the Russian Revolution.” But as advised with the aid of using its very name, 

the brand new government's authority became limited, and from the outset it became recounted 

that most effectively a popularly elected Constituent Assembly may want to determine the 

political shape of the country. Moreover, simultaneous with the government`s formation, the 

socialist parties (Bolsheviks, Mensheviks, and Socialist Revolutionaries) known as employees 

and squaddies to spot deputies to soviets. In Petrograd the Soviet of Workers` and Soldiers` 

Deputies formed an Executive Committee which met in nearly chronic sessions. Initially ruled 

with the aid of Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries, the Executive Committee decided 



its predominant cause to be the protection of “democracy” for which it prolonged assistance to 

the “bourgeois” Provisional Government on a conditional basis. Soviets quickly emerged in 

different towns and ultimately in rural regions as well. The overthrow of tsarism was greeted 

with popular acclaim. The loss of effective state authority gave the public unprecedented 

freedom of assembly and expression and resulted in the establishment of new newspapers, 

political organizations, trade unions, and other institutions of civil society. These, the halcyon 

days of the revolution, lasted about a month. During this time, the Provisional Government, 

guided by the spirit of political liberalism, issued a stream of decrees covering education, labour 

relations, religious affairs, and other spheres of public life. With respect to food shortages, it 

felt compelled to establish a state grain monopoly to be administered by an elaborate hierarchy 

of provisioning committees under a Ministry of Food Supply. However, on the main, “burning” 

questions of Russia’s continued participation in the war, and land reform, the government either 

confined itself to setting up committees to study the question or deferred any decision until the 

convocation of the Constituent Assembly. In retrospect, it is easy to see this relative inaction 

as having fatally undermined the Provisional Government. 

At the time of the February Revolution, the Imperial Russian Army contained a few 

seven and 1/2 of million squaddies who had been overwhelmingly drawn from the peasantry. 

The maximum on the spot and tangible impact of the Revolution on the navy changed into 

Order No. 1 issued with the aid of the Executive Committee of the Petrograd Soviet of Workers` 

and Soldiers` Deputies on March 1, 1917 and authorized below duress with the aid of the 

Provisional Government. Among different things, the Order is known for the election of 

squaddies` committees below whose disposal all hands had been to be placed. Although they 

had been to maintain “the strictest army discipline,” squaddies had been to revel in the rights 

of all residents outside the carrier and the ranks. They additionally had been not to be addressed 

with the aid of using their officials withinside the familiar (and condescending) shape of “you” 

(ty). The addressing of officials with titles such as “your Excellency” was abolished and 

changed with the aid of using “Mister General,” “Mister Colonel,” etc. The first few weeks of 

the revolution witnessed the desertion among 100,000 and 150,000 squaddies, the maximum 

of whom had been peasants stressed to go back to their villages to take part in what they 

anticipated could be a department of the land. There changed into additionally a massive tide 

of arrests of officials, especially senior commanders, and their substitutes with the aid of using 

extra famous individuals. Instances of violence, such as executions of officials, had been 

recorded withinside the Baltic Fleet and withinside the Petrograd garrison, however, had been 



especially uncommon on the front. In his record of April 16, General Alekseev, the Commander 

in Chief of the armed forces, complained that  

“the navy is systematically falling apart,” a scenario that he attributed to the unfolding of 

“defeatist literature and propaganda.” But what isn't any much less placing approximately the 

revolution withinside the navy is the quantity to which rank-and-record squaddies justified their 

moves withinside the patriotic phrases of shielding a “loose Russia.”  

Whatever the case, Aleksandr Kerenskii, who had changed Aleksandr Guchkov as 

Minister of the Army and Navy in May, have become satisfied that Russia both needed to be 

given the digital demobilization of the navy and capitulate to Germany or expect the initiative 

in navy operations. Touring the fronts, he sought to whip up enthusiasm for an offensive that 

he and the main centre of officials were hoping might ignite patriotic fervour and convey 

victory to progressive Russia. The offensive, beneath nearly General A. A. Brusilov 

commenced on June 18 all alongside the southwestern front. After a few preliminary successes, 

the Russian navy`s advances have been repulsed, and the determined try and stem the tide of 

the navy`s disintegration certainly served to boost it. 

  

  

  



  

iii)October Revolution  

  

The October Revolution, night time to Wednesday 7 November 1917 consistent with the 

contemporary-day Gregorian calendar and night time to Wednesday 25 October consistent with 

the Julian calendar on the time in tsarist Russia, became prepared through the Bolshevik 

celebration. Lenin did now no longer have any direct position within the revolution and because 

of his non-public protection he became hiding. The Revolutionary Military Committee 

mounted through the Bolshevik celebration organized the rebellion and Leon Trotsky became 

the chairman. However, Lenin performed a vital position withinside the debate withinside the 

management of the Bolshevik celebration for a progressive rebellion because the celebration 

withinside the autumn of 1917 obtained a majority withinside the soviets. A best friend 

withinside the left fraction of the Revolutionary-Socialist Party, with big guide most of the 

peasants who were adverse to Russia's participation withinside the struggle fare, supported the 

slogan 'All strength to the Soviets'.[34] Liberal and monarchist forces, loosely prepared into 

the White Army, without delay went to struggle fare in opposition to the Bolsheviks' Red Army, 

in a chain of battles that could turn out to be referred to as the Russian Civil War. This did now 

no longer appear in 1917. The Civil War commenced in early 1918 with home anti-Bolshevik 

forces confronting the nascent Red Army. In the autumn of 1918 Allied nations had to block 

German get entry to Russian materials. They despatched troops to guide the "Whites" with 

materials of weapons, ammunition and the logistic system being despatched from the primary 

Western nations however this become by no means coordinated. Germany did now no longer 

take part withinside the civil struggle because it surrendered to the Allied.  

The provisional authorities with its 2nd and 1/3 coalition changed into led with the aid 

of using a proper wing fraction of the Socialist-Revolutionary celebration, SR. These 

nonelected provincial authorities confronted the modern state of affairs and the developing 

temper towards the conflict with the aid of warding off elections to the nation Duma. However, 

the October revolution pressured the political events in the back of the newly dissolved 

provisional authorities to transport and circulate speedy for instant elections. All passed off so 

speedy that the left SR fraction did now no longer have time to attain out and be represented in 

ballots of the SR celebration which changed into a part of the coalition withinside the 

provisional authorities. These non-elected authorities supported the continuation of the conflict 

at the expense of the allied forces. The elections to the State Duma on 25 November 1917 

consequently did now no longer reflect the proper political state of affairs amongst peasants 



even supposing we don't understand how the final results might be if the anti-conflict left SR 

fraction had a truthful threat to the mission of the celebration leaders. In the elections, the 

Bolshevik celebration acquired 25% of the votes and the Socialist Revolutionaries as many as 

58%. It is viable that the left SR had a great threat to attain greater than 25% of the votes and 

thereby validate the October revolution however we are able to make the most effective guess. 

Lenin did now no longer agree with that a socialist revolution always presupposed a totally 

evolved capitalist economy. Semi-capitalist United States of America might suffice and Russia 

had an operating magnificence base of 5% of the population.  

Though Lenin changed into the chief of the Bolshevik Party, it's been argued that due 

to the fact that Lenin changed into now no longer a gift at some point of the real takeover of 

the Winter Palace, it changed into clearly Trotsky`s employer and course that led the revolution, 

simply spurred via way of means of the inducement Lenin instigated inside his party. Critics 

on the Right have lengthy argued that the monetary and logistical help of German intelligence 

thru their key agent, Alexander Parvus changed into a key issue as well, even though historians 

are divided, due to the fact that there may be little proof assisting that claim. The Soviet club 

changed into first of all freely elected, however many participants of the Socialist 

Revolutionary Party, anarchists, and different leftists created competition with the Bolsheviks 

thru the Soviets themselves. The elections to the Russian Constituent Assembly passed on 25 

November 1917. The Bolsheviks received 25% of the vote. When it became clear that the  

Bolsheviks had little help out of the doors of the industrialized regions of Saint Petersburg and 

Moscow, they surely barred non-Bolsheviks from club withinside the Soviets. The Bolsheviks 

dissolved the Constituent Assembly in January 1918.  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  
c)Russian Civil War  Timeline  

i) -1918-  

 January 10, 1918 (December 28, 1917 old style)  

The Cossacks declare their independence and form the Republic of the Don.  

   

January 12, 1918 (December 30, 1917 old style)  

http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates


The Latvians declare their independence from Russia but find it hard to celebrate while 

occupying Germans are still sitting on their laps.  

   

January 18, 1918 (January 5, 1918  old style) The 

Constituent Assembly gathers.   

The Bolsheviks demand that authority should be given to the Soviets.   

  

The Bolsheviks and the  Left Socialist Revolutionaries walk out.  

   

January 19, 1918 (January 6, 1918  old style)  

The Bolshevik government sends troops to disperse the Constituent Assembly. All 

nonBolsheviks get a handbasket each and are told to be gone.  

   

January 22, 1918 (January 9, 1917  old style)  

The Ukrainians declare their independence from Russia.  

   

January 28, 1918 (January 15, 1917 old style)  

Civil War breaks out in Finland as a result of the recent Finnish declaration of 

independence from Russia.  

   

February 2, 1918 (January 20, 1918 old style)  

A new ruling officially separates the Orthodox church from the state. Religious 

persecution ensues. Church property will get pillaged and churches destroyed.  

http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_civil_war.htm#Left_Socialist_Revolutionaries
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates


   

February 9, 1918 (January 27, 1918 old style)  

The Central Powers and the Ukraine sign the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk.  

   

February 10, 1918 (January 28, 1918  old style)  Trotsky 

declares that Russia is out of WWI.  

   

February 11, 1918 (January 29, 1918  old style)  

The Bolsheviks gain the upper hand against the Cossacks. Cossack leader Aleksey 

Maksimovich Kaledin shoots himself. Pyotr Nikolayevich Krasnov will be his successor.  

   

February 13, 1918   

Calendar switch - Julian to Gregorian.   
January 31, 1918 old style was followed by February 14, 1918 new style. Some Russian 

locations dragged their feet buying new calendars, so we will keep showing old style 

dates a little while longer.  

   

February 16, 1918   

While still under German occupation, the Lithuanians declared their independence from 
Russia.  

   

February 18, 1918  

The Reds capture Kiev. They will stay in town until March 3, 1918, when the Germans 

will knock on the doors.  

http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates
http://www.emersonkent.com/historic_documents/treaty_of_brest_litovsk.htm
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates
http://www.emersonkent.com/history_notes/leon_trotsky.htm
http://www.emersonkent.com/history_notes/leon_trotsky.htm
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates


   

February 24, 1918   

The Estonians declare their independence from Russia.  

   

March 1918   

The Bolsheviks permit the Czechoslovak Legion to leave Russia via Vladivostok.  

   

March 3, 1918  

The Red Army has to withdraw from Kiev because of incoming Germans.   

The Germans let themselves in because the Russians had just signed the Treaty of Brest-

Litovsk.  

   

March 12, 1918   

The Bolsheviks moved their capital from Petrograd to Moscow for safety reasons.  

   

March 13, 1918   

The Germans take Odessa.  

   

March 17, 1918,  

The Germans take Nikolayev.  

   

March 26, 1918   

http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_civil_war.htm#Czechoslovak_Legion
http://www.emersonkent.com/historic_documents/treaty_of_brest_litovsk.htm
http://www.emersonkent.com/historic_documents/treaty_of_brest_litovsk.htm
http://www.emersonkent.com/historic_documents/treaty_of_brest_litovsk.htm


 Leon Trotsky changes office cubicles. He resigned his post as Foreign Commissar And 

became the new War Commissar. Georgy Vasilyevich Chicherin takes Trotsky's old 

office chair and becomes Foreign Commissar.  

Although the The Red Army had been already created in January 1918, there was still a 

lot of work to do. Trotsky whips the bunch into shape and recruits many former  Imperial 

Army officers, some of which joined more voluntarily than others.  

April 5, 1918  

British and Japanese marines land at Vladivostok.  

   

April 8, 1918   

The Germans take Kharkov and Rostov.  

   

April 9, 1918  

The Moldavian Republic and Romania declare their union. Russia is against this union 

and feels Moldavia should belong to Russia.  

   

April 10 - 13, 1918  

Battle of Yekaterinodar.  

  

April 13, 1918  

Kornilov gets killed. New commander of the White Army is Anton Ivanovich         

Denikin.   

   

April 22, 1918  

http://www.emersonkent.com/history_notes/leon_trotsky.htm
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_civil_war.htm#Red_Army
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#The_Imperial_Army
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#The_Imperial_Army
http://www.emersonkent.com/history_notes/lavr_georgiyevich_kornilov.htm


The Transcaucasians declare their independence from Russia and form the 

Transcaucasian Republic. This Republic will dissolve on May 26, 1918.  

   

May 1918  

Aleksandr Fyodorovich Kerensky had remained in hiding until May 1918. Now he 

emigrated to western Europe, writes books and edits revolutionary papers.  

   

May 1, 1918  

The Germans take Sevastopol.  

   

May 26, 1918  

The Transcaucasian Republic splits into three separate states. Georgia, Armenia, and 

Azerbaijan declare their individual independence from Russia.  

   

May 29, 1918  

Leon Trotsky, in his capacity as the commissar for war, orders the Czechoslovak Legion 

to surrender their arms. The Legion refuses and takes control of the TransSiberian 

railroad.  

The U.S. declares itself sympathetic to the goals of the Czech Legion.  

   

June 7, 1918  (May 25, 1918  old style)  

Armed conflict between the  Red Army and the  Czech Legion at Chelyabinsk, or 

Cheliabinsk, which is located in west-central Russia.   

June 23, 1918  

http://www.emersonkent.com/history_notes/aleksandr_fyodorovich_kerensky.htm
http://www.emersonkent.com/history_notes/leon_trotsky.htm
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_civil_war.htm#Czechoslovak_Legion
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_civil_war.htm#Czechoslovak_Legion
http://www.emersonkent.com/wars_and_battles_in_history/russian_revolution_of_1917.htm#Old_Style_-_New_Style_Dates
http://www.emersonkent.com/history/timelines/russian_civil_war_timeline_1918.htm#Red_Army
http://www.emersonkent.com/history/timelines/russian_civil_war_timeline_1918.htm#Czechoslovak_Legion


British troops land at Murmansk.  

   

July 4 - 10, 1918  

The Fifth All-Russian Congress of Soviets commences. The left Socialist  

Revolutionaries who had previously participated in the Bolshevik government, are now 

expelled.   

Additional happenings at the congress. The 1918 Constitution of the Russian Soviet 

Federated Socialist Republic (RSFSR) was adopted on July 10, 1918.  

   

July 6, 1918  

Disgruntled  Left Socialist Revolutionaries stage a revolt in Moscow.  

   

July 10, 1918  

 Vatsetis became commander of the Eastern Front.  

   

Night of July 16 / 17, 1918  

White forces and the Czech Legion come dangerously close to Yekaterinburg. Out of 

fear the former Tsar  Nicholas II  and his family might be liberated, the Bolsheviks 

thought it too risky to keep the prisoners alive. So they shoot the entire Imperial Family.  

   

July 25, 1918  

The Czech Legion captures Yekaterinburg.  
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August 2, 1918   

British and French forces land at Arkhangelsk (Archangel).  

   

August 5 - 7, 1918  

The Czech Legion together with the  People's Army take Kazan from the Reds, who were 

led by Vatsetis. Kazan opens the door to Moscow.  

   

August 8, 1918  

Mamantov moves towards Tsaritsyn. The Siege of Tsaritsyn begins.  

   
August 11, 1918  

Japanese troops land at Vladivostok.  

   

August 13, 1918  

Battle of Sviyazhsk, also called Sviyazhsk, on the eastern front, which results in a 

decisive  Red Army victory over the People's Army of Komuch.  

   

August 30, 1918  

A female assassin, Fanya Kaplan, also spelled Fanny Kaplan, fires three bullets at  Lenin 

as he leaves a factory in which he had just delivered a speech. Two bullets hit him, one 

in his jaw, one in his shoulder. Lenin will recover.  

Meanwhile in Petrograd...   

Leonid Yakimovich Kannegiser shoots Moses Solomonovich Uritsky, the Chairman of the 

Petrograd Cheka.  
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The two assassinations are unrelated but the freakish coincidence causes the Bolsheviks 

to run around paranoid and angry while armed.  

   

September 2, 1918  

The Revolutionary Military Council (Revvo Sovet) is created. This Council will function 

as the executive board of the Red Army. In 1934, it was renamed to the Military Council.  

The Bolshevik government proclaims a campaign of Red Terror.  

   

September 4, 1918  

American troops join the British troops at Murmansk.  

   

September 5, 1918  

Battle of Kazan in which 11,000 Reds fought 6,000 Whites and Czechs. This battle will 

end on September 10, 1918 with a victory for the Reds.  

Japanese troops take Khabarovsk.  

   

September 6, 1918  

Colonel Vatsetis becomes Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the Red forces.  

   

September 10, 1918  

The Reds re-capture Kazan. The Battle of Kazan had begun on September 5, 1918.  

   

September 22, 1918  
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Second Battle of Tsaritsyn. This Battle will last until October 15, 1918.  

   

September 23, 1918  

A new government is created, the Provisional All-Russian Government, based at Omsk.   

This Siberian government, sponsored by the  Komuch, will last until November 18, 1918, 

when  Admiral Kolchak, currently War Minister in this government, will put an end to 

it.  

   
October 7, 1918  

The Reds take Samara.  

   

October 14, 1918  

The British reached Irkutsk.  

   

October 15, 1918  

End of the Second Battle of Tsaritsyn. This Battle had started on September 22, 1918.  

   

November 1, 1918  

Poland declares war on Ukraine.  

   

November 4, 1918  

The British occupy Mosul.  
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November 7, 1918  

The Reds recapture Izhevsk.  

   

November 11, 1918  

Germany signs the WWI Armistice.  

   

November 15, 1918  

The Ukrainians get a new government. Simon Petliura succeeds Pavel Skoropadski.  

   

November 17, 1918  

The British retake Baturn.  

Karlis Ulmanis is the new prime minister of Latvia.  

   

November 18, 1918  

 The Kolchak Coup - Coup d'État à Omsk.   

 Aleksandr Vasilyevich Kolchak becomes the leader of the White Army, and supposed 

leader of the entire Russia, actually, because he sets up his own government.  

Kolchak is now a military dictator.  

Also on November 18, 1918 - Latvia declared independence.  

Also on November 18, 1918 - Kolchak launched his Eastern Russia Offensive. It will 

end on December 24, 1918.  

   

November 22, 1918  
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The Germans withdraw from Estonia and the Bolsheviks pour into the country.  

   

November 23, 1918  

Poland takes Lemberg.  

   

November 27, 1918  

Bessarabia announces its union with Romania. Russia begs to differ.  

December 8, 1918  

Switzerland cuts diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia.  

   

December 18, 1918  

Germany's defeat in WWI exposed the Black Sea to the Allies. French troops occupy 

Odessa to support the Whites.  

   

December 24, 1918  

Kolchak captures Perm and Ufa.   

  

http://www.emersonkent.com/history_notes/aleksandr_vasilyevich_kolchak.htm


  

  

  

(Map after treaty of Brest-Litovsk)  



  

  

ii) -1919- January 

1919  

Estonia drives out all  Red Army troops.  

January 3, 1919  

The Reds invade Latvia.  
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January 4, 1919  

The Reds capture Riga, capital of Latvia.  

   

January 5, 1919  

The Reds recapture Vilna in Lithuania.  

   

January 18, 1919  

The Versailles Peace Conference commences. Here, the winners of WWI will decide 

how to deal with the losers of WWI, i.e. Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, and 

Turkey.   

This conference will be in session until June 28, 1919. Russia is not represented because 

everybody had their hands full fighting a civil war.   

The Allies, now not in need of an eastern front anymore, suggest that all hostile Russian 

teams get together for a chat on the island of Prinkipo in the Sea of Marmara.  

The Reds think why not, but the Whites refuse.  

   

January 25, 1919  

The Reds recapture Orenburg.  

   

January 27, 1919  

The Reds recapture Ekaterinburg.  

   



February 3, 1919  

The Reds capture Kiev.  

   

March 1919  

U.S. diplomat William C. Bullitt travels to Moscow and returns with peace proposals 

from the Bolsheviks. The Allies didn't accept.   

After this, the Allies give assistance to  Kolchak and Denikin, the leaders of the White 

Army.  

The French allied troops withdrew.  

Here is a map of the lines of advance.   
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MAP - LINES OF ADVANCE RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR 1919  

   

March 22, 1919  

A Bolshevik government is established in Hungary. Alexander Garbai is president and 

Bela Kun is Foreign Minister.  

   

April 8, 1919  

The Allies evacuated from Odessa because of the Red Army's advance. The Soviet 

Republic of Ukraine was formed.  



   

April 16, 1919  

German General von der Goltz stages a coup in Latvia.  

   

April 19, 1919  

Poland takes Vilna from the Bolsheviks.  

   

April 28, 1919  

The Red Army's counteroffensive begins.  

   

May 18, 1919  

The Soviet Russian government declares war against Romania.  

   

May 20, 1919  

Kolchak's farthest advance Russian Civil War 1919:  

Farthest Advance of the Anti-Bolshevik Armies  

   

May 22, 1919  

The Germans take Riga.  

 May 28, 1919  

The Armenians declare their independence from Russia.  
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May 22, 1919  

The Red Army takes Ufa.  Kolchak's armies retreated.  

   

June 1919  

The Americans withdraw their troops from the Polar Bear Mission.  

   

June 6, 1919  

Finland declares war on Russia over Karelia. This war will go on until October 14, 1920.  

   

August 1919  

The British withdrew from Arkhangelsk and Murmansk. That's the last Allied forces 

gone.  

   

August 18, 1919  

Denikin captures Odessa. Denikin and the White Army goes all out on a last effort. By the 

end of August most of Ukraine is in White hands.  

   

September 1919  

The  White Army moves from the Ukraine and from the lower Volga toward Moscow.  

September 2, 1919  

Denikin captures Kiev.  
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September 26, 1919  

Battle of Peregonovka (Battle of Perehonivka). White Army General Slashes. Black 

Army leader Nestor Makhno. The Whites won but at a high price.  

   

October 8, 1919  

The Allies order the Germans to pull out of Latvia.  

   

October 13, 1919  

Nikolay Yudenich, leader of the White Army, advances from Estonia towards Petrograd 

(St. Petersburg). The  Red Army counterattacks. Yudenich retreated back into Estonia.  

Battle of Orel. The Reds are led by Aleksandr Yegorov. The Whites are led by Vladimir 

Mai-Maevski. The Whites take the city.   

Denikin's farthest advance. Check map. 
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Russian Civil War 1919:  

Farthest Advance of the Anti-Bolshevik Armies  

   

   

October 20, 1919  

The Reds recapture Orel.  

   
November 14, 1919  

The Red Army captures Omsk.  
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Kolchak relocated his headquarters to Irkutsk.  

General Nikolay Yudenich disbanded his army.  

   

November 20, 1919  

The last German troops withdrew from Latvia.  

   

December 16, 1919  

The last German troops withdrew from Lithuania.  

   

December 17, 1919  

 Kolchak is overthrown and is forced to resign. General Nikolay Semenov is the new 

leader of the White Russian government in Siberia.  
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  iii) -1920-  

  

  

January 1920  

The Red Army withdraws from Latvia.  

The U.S. withdraws its Siberian Expedition soldiers. These troops came to Vladivostok 

in August 1918. A total of 192 American casualties. Seated center on the photo below is 



Major General William S. Graves, Commanding General of the Allied Expeditionary 

Force - Siberia.   

January 4, 1920  

 Kolchak is handed over to the Bolsheviks.  

   

January 30, 1920  

Abortive Bolshevik coup in Vladivostok. The Japanese troops take control of the 

situation.  

   

February 1, 1920  

Armistice treaty between Russia and Latvia.  

   

February 2, 1920  

Treaty of Tartu. Russia recognizes Estonia's independence.  

   

February 7, 1920  

Kolchak gets executed and his body thrown into the Angara River.  

   

March 27, 1920  

General  Pyotr N. Wrangel becomes the new commander of the White Army. He 

succeeds General Anton Denikin.  
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April 6, 1920  

The Far Eastern Republic is established. Alexander Krasnoshchekov is its president. This republic is 
Lenin's tool to get the Japanese out of the country without risking war.   

And it will work just fine. The last Japanese troops left on October 25, 1922 and on November 19, 1922 the 
Far Eastern Republic became part of the Soviet Union again.  

   

April 28, 1920  

The Red Army takes Baku.  

   

May 7, 1920  

Troops from Poland take Kiev.  

   

June 15, 1920  

The Red Army takes Kiev.  

   

July 2, 1920  

 Pyotr N. Wrangel takes Tsaritsyn, today's Volgograd.  

   

July 12, 1920  

Treaty of Moscow. Russia recognizes Lithuania's independence.  

   

July 15, 1920  

Polish troops withdraw from Vilna and the Red Army takes Vilna.  
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August 1920  

Red government agents were about to collect the grain tax in Kamenka (Znamenka), a 

tiny village in the Tambov region, but the taxation is completely out of proportion and 

the villagers fight back.   

The riot spreads to neighboring towns and the  Tambov Uprising is born, and with it the  

Green Army.   

The Bolsheviks punish with a vengeance and employ massive cruelty. This gives the 

Tambov Rebellion wings and peasants all across the western country join the revolt.  

   

August 11, 1920  

Treaty of Riga. Russia recognizes Latvia's independence.  

   

August 14, 1920  

Battle of Warsaw. This battle is part of the Russo-Polish War. It will last until August  

16, 1920. The Red Army puts Warsaw under siege. Fighting back are Marshal Josef 

Pilsudski and his friends, the French troops, led by General Maxime Weygand.  

The Red Army is defeated and the outcome of this battle is also called the Miracle of the 

Vistula. The Vistula River is the largest river in Poland.  

   

August 24, 1920  

The Lithuanians recapture Vilna after the Red Army had to withdraw their troops.  
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October 1920  

The  Black Army and the Red Army sign a treaty of alliance, which will prove deadly to 

the White Army.  

   

October 9, 1920  

Polish troops take Vilna.  

   

October 12, 1920  

Treaty of Riga. Armistice between Russia and Poland.  

   

October 14, 1920  

Treaty of Tartu (another one). Russia recognizes Finland's independence. Karelia is still 

disputed.  

   

November 7 - 15, 1920 

Battle of Perekop.   

The Red Army is led by  Mikhail Frunze, the White Army is led by Pyotr Wrangel. The 

Red Army defeats the White Army, this time for good. The White Army evacuates via 

the Crimea direction Constantinople.   

  

iv)-1921-   

16 February 1921  

Red Army invasion of Georgia: The Eleventh Army crossed into Georgia  
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22 February 1921  

Red Army invasion of Georgia: The Eleventh Army crossed into Georgia.  

25 February 1921  

Red Army invasion of Georgia: The Eleventh Army captured Tbilisi and announced the 

formation of the Georgian SSR.  

28 February 1921  

Kronstadt rebellion: The crews of the battleships Petropavlovsk and Sevastopol, 

harbored at Kronstadt, published a list of demands on the government.  

17 March 1921  

Kronstadt rebellion: After over a week of fighting, government troops pacified 

Kronstadt.  

18 March 1921  

Polish–Soviet War: Poland and Soviet Russia signed the Peace of Riga, ending the war. 

The disputed territories were divided between Poland, Russia and the newly 

reestablished Ukrainian and Belorussian SSRs.  

21 March 1921  

A decree of the Tenth Party Congress replaced war communism with the more liberal 

New Economic Policy.  

July  

The Red Army captured Ulan Bator, the Mongolian capital.  

13 July 1921  

Russian famine of 1921: The writer Maxim Gorky brought world attention to the looming 

famine.  
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August  

Nestor Makhno's headquarters staff and several Black Army subordinate commanders 

were arrested and executed on the spot by a Red Army firing squad: the Makhnovist 

treaty delegation, still in Kharkiv, was also arrested and liquidated. Makhno's Black 

Army forces were defeated and dispersed by the Red Army.  

v) -1922-  

23 February 1922  

Russian famine of 1921: A decree published in Izvestia authorized the seizure of church 

valuables for famine relief.  

12 March 1922  

The Georgian, Armenian and Azerbaijani SSRs were merged into the Transcaucasian 

Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (SFSR).  

3 April 1922  

The Eleventh Communist Party Congress established the office of the General Secretary 

of the Communist Party and appointed Joseph Stalin to fill it.  

16 May 1922  

Tikhon, the Patriarch of Moscow, was put under house arrest.  

4 August 1922  

Basmachi Revolt: Enver Pasha was killed in Turkestan.  

29 December 1922  

The Treaty on the Creation of the USSR united its signatories, the Russian and 

Transcaucasian SFSRs and the Belarusian And Ukrainian SSRs, under the power of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.  
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IV.Situation of Cabinets  

a) Red Cabinet (Chair: Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (Lenin)  

Red Army, Army of the Soviet Union. Formed in the aftermath of the Russian 

Revolution of 1917, its first civilian leader was Leon Trotsky, who proved a 

brilliant strategist and administrator. Formed of workers and peasants, it initially 

lacked an officers’ corps, and Trotsky was forced to mobilize officers of the 

former imperial army until a new, politically reliable corps could be trained. The 

Communist Party placed commissars in all army units to ensure political 

orthodoxy. Joseph Stalin purged the military leadership in 1937, leaving the army 

demoralized and unprepared for the German surprise attack in 1941. It recovered 

sufficiently by 1945 to have forces numbering more than 11 million, surpassed in 

strength only by the U.S. Army. In 1946 it was renamed the Soviet Army. In 1960 

the commissars’ duties were transferred to army officers. See also Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics.  

Leon Trotsky: Bolshevik Commissar of Military Affairs  

Joseph Stalin: People's Commissar for Nationalities of the RSFSR  

Grigory Zinoviev: Chairman of the Petrograd Soviet  

Nikolai Podvoisky: Commissar of Defence of Russia  

Lev Kamenev: Chairman of the Moscow Soviet  

Viktor Nogin: People's Commissar for Trade and Industry  

Mikhail Tukhachevsky:Nicknamed the Red Napoleon by foreign newspapers, was 

a Soviet general who was prominent between 1918 and 1937 as a military officer 

and theoretician.  

Jukums Vacietis: Latvian Soviet military commander.   
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Mikhail Bonch-Bruyevich: Imperial Russian and Soviet military commander.  

Mihail Frunze: Bolshevik leader during and just prior to the Russian Revolution of 

1917.   

Semyon Budyonni  

Georgiy Jukov  

  

b) White Cabinet (Chair: Alexander Vasilyevich Kolchak)  

Lavr Kornilov:Russian military intelligence officer, explorer, and general  

Anton Ivanovich Denikin: Commander of the Volunteer Army (got in 

command of the volunteer army after Kornilov's death, and pulled back to don region, 

the ice march)  

Pyotr Nikolayevich Wrangel: General of White Army in Southern  

 Russia  

Nikolay Yudenich: He was a leader of the anti-communist White movement in 

North western Russia during the Civil War.  

Yevgeny Miller: Russian general of Baltic German origin and one of the leaders of 

the anticommunist White Army during and after the Russian Civil War   

Alexander Antonov: Russian revolutionary, member of the Socialist Revolutionary 

Party, and one of the leaders of the Tambov Rebellion against the Bolshevik regime.  

Stepan Petrichenko: Russian revolutionary, an anarcho-syndicalist politician, the head 

of the Soviet Republic of Soldiers and Fortress-Builders of Nargen and in 1921, de facto 

leader of the Kronstadt Commune, and the leader of the revolutionary committee which led the 

Kronstadt rebellion of 1921.  
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Grigory Mikhaylovich Semyonov: Japanese-supported leader of the White movement in 

Transbaikal and beyond from December 1917 to November 1920, a lieutenant general, and the 

atamanov Baikal Cossacks (1919).[1] Semyonov was also a prominent figure in the White 

Terror.  

Alexander Kutepov: Officer in the anti-communist Volunteer Army during the Russian  

Civil War   

Vladimir Kappel: White Russian military leader.  

Alexander Pavlovich Rodzyanko: Officer of the Imperial Russian Army during the 

World War I and lieutenant-general and a corps commander of the White Army during the 

Russian Civil War.  

V.Helpful Maps  
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VI.Suggested Further Readings  
  

The Starting Point of The Committee, after Brest-Litovsk (the map above, only with labels 

and events): https://omniatlas.com/maps/northern-eurasia/19180501/  

Europe After Brest-Litvosk: https://omniatlas.com/maps/europe/19180320 The Russian Civil 

War Every Day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J- mcM0xcQgI  

The New York Times February 1918 Map of Russia:  



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Civil_War#/media/File:Dismembered_Rus 

sia_%E2%80%94_Some_Fragments_(NYT_article,_Feb._17,_1918).png  

Triumph and Liquidation, An essay and guide to a series of ten pictorial wall maps produced 

to illustrate the military successes of The Red Army in the Russian Civil War of 1917 to 

1922: https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/pdf/ruscw/ruscwmaps.html 

  

  
Smele, Jonathan. Russian Civil Wars 1916-1926: Ten Years That Shook the World.  

Erscheinungsort nicht ermittelbar: Oxford University Press,  

2016.https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/97801902  

33044.001.0001/acprof-9780190233044-chapter-1  

Allied Intervention and the Russian Civil War, 1917-1922: 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/40106089?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents Lenin’s 

April Theses: https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1917/apr/04.htm  

Sergey Petrovich Melgounov, The Red Terror in Russia: https://ww2truth.com/wp- 

content/uploads/2021/10/redterrorinrussia.pdf   
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