
 



Letter From SG’s 
 
Distinguished participants, 
 
After an eventful 2 years, we are back and we are excited to invite all of you to the 6th 
edition of SOBILMUN. 
 
As the world, we have lost countless significant key points of our lives because of the 
pandemic. Our excitement snuffed, our joy disintegrated and our hope, lost. The darkness in 
these moments clouded us all, even the brightest person. Thankfully we have overcame the 
situation and once again are trying to live our lives to the fullest. 
 
This virus has affected many students, nipping their way to socialize and improve 
themselves, in the bud. Our freedom was taken from us. We want to once again emphasize 
that those chains which held us captive will and has been broken. Once again free, we are 
returning with all the excitement and passion that has been saved up inside of all of us. We 
hope to cultivate the same passion in your hearts. 
 
We are honored to host twelve distinct committees which are carefully crafted by our 
academic team, considering the minutest detail, taking into consideration key topics from all 
around the world and threading them into our committees. We all want to prepare an 
unforgettable experience for everyone participating, therefore creating the best possible 
debate environment is extremely important.  
 
Our fire of peace still continues to burn within all of our past participants. Our aim is to light 
it once again in many more hearts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Aras Köseoğlu & Agâh Yusuf Zal 
 

 

Letter from Under Secretary General 

Distinguished delegates of SOBILMUN23, 

  

I’m Feyza Çakır and it’s a huge honour to be serving as your Under-Secretary-General with Enes 
Bushi in our very distinguished NATO committee and SOBILMUN 2023.  

  

From the first time I started participating in MUN conferences, looking for ways to resolve the 
world’s problems through negotiating under productive circumstances was my primary drive. MUN 
provided me with an appropriate organization to advance my knowledge about certain aspects of 
global issues. I experienced compatible diplomatic negotiations and found several opportunities to 
influence others in significant matters as well as to learn so much from them. 

  



I strictly believe every delegate here has recognized the importance of the issue conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia which affects our world recently and also in past years I also believe that we are 
the generation that will inherit this deeply corrupted world in the coming years, we have 
acknowledged and face this issue as soon as we can before it sends the world into flames when we 
finally have the seat of power.  

  

Finally, I would like to thank my Co-USG, Enes Bushi for his contributions to the study guide and for 
putting in countless efforts for you all to have benefited from it. Therefore, we expect you all to use 
resources including the study guide and others so you can prepare yourself for the committee. We 
have no doubt that you all going to come up with fruitful solutions for the committee.  

Best wishes,Feyza Çakır 
Enes Bushi 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

What is a Position Paper? 

A position paper is a brief overview of a country’s stance on the topics being discussed by a particular 
committee. Though there is no specic format the position paper must follow, it should include a 
description of your positions your country holds on the issues on the agenda, relevant actions that 
your country has taken, and potential solutions that your country would support. 

For the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, position papers, although strongly recommended, are not 
required. However, delegates who wish to be considered for an award must submit position papers. 

Formatting 

Position papers should: 



— Include the name of the delegate, his/her country, and the committee 

— Be in a standard font (e.g. Times New Roman) with a 12-point font size and 1-inch document 
margins 

— Not include illustrations, diagrams, decorations, national symbols, watermarks, or page borders 

— Include citations and a bibliography, in any format, giving due credit to the sources used in 
research (not included in the 1-page limit) 

Rules of Procedure 

The committee will publish communiques, which address a particular problem or issue and are 
binding upon all member-states. The communiques will consist of an opinion to the situation and 
recommend actions to be taken by NATO. 

Substantive votes on draft communiqués shall require a consensus among the delegates present to 
pass. If at least one vote is cast against the draft communique, it shall be considered to have failed. 
The adoption of the communique is based on consensus, whence the right to veto should only be used 
as a reservation point and only if the representative’s state is strongly against the solutions outlined in 
the final communique. Although abstentions do not equate to votes against, substantive amendments 
do not require consensus. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a military alliance of nations in North America and 
Europe with its headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, was founded on the tenet that the security of each 
region is inextricably linked to the other. As the Second World War came to an end, the Allied nations 
were also preoccupied with setting up a security system to guarantee the stability and prosperity of 
North America and Europe. The Atlantic Charter was signed in August 1941 at a meeting between 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and American President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The 
signatories of the Atlantic Charter promised to uphold democratic principles such as non-aggression, 
free trade, and self-determination. European Allied countries also began to grow weary of the threat 
from the Soviet Union, who was part of the Allied powers during the war. The 1948 Communist coup 
d’état in Czechoslovakia and the Berlin Blockade of the same year were signs of such Soviet 
aggression.Citing fears of German resurgence and Soviet invasion, who was part of the Allied 
countries during the war. The aggression. Citing fears of the German resurgence and Soviet invasion, 
the United Kingdom, Franca, Belgium Luxembourg and the Netherlands signed the 1948 Treaty of 
Brussels, creating the basis of the military alliance. The Atlantic Charter and the Treaty of Brussels 
would come together in 1949, when Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Norway, Portugal, the 
United Kingdom, the United States and the Benelux countries convened in Washington DC to sign the 
North Atlantic Treaty in April 1949. 

 

The principles of containment and collective security form the foundation of the North Atlantic 
Treaty. According to Article V of the treaty, "an armed attack against one or more [Member States] 
shall be regarded as an attack against them all." As a result, NATO Members may choose to respond 
either individually or collectively in response to an attack. The treaty further binds Member States to 
give the alliance top priority and refrain from taking on other obligations that might go against the 
spirit of the alliance. The practice of collective security thus compliments the principle of 
containment. As previously stated, Western Europe and North America were weary of Soviet 



advances in continental Europe. Containment, as prescribed by American diplomat, George Kennan, 
seeks to “confront the Russians... where they show signs of encroaching upon the interests of a 
peaceful and stable world.” As such, during the first round of expansion, NATO admitted Greece and 
Turkey, both of which were fragile democracies, to halt Soviet expansionism. 

 

2.KEY TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

 

intelligence agency: an intelligence agency is a government agency that collects, analyzes, and 
exploits information for the purposes of law enforcement, national security, military, public safety, 
and foreign policy.  

Sanction: an economic or military coercive measure adopted usually by several nations in concert for 
forcing a nation violating international law to desist or yield to adjudication 
 
Cross- border: relating to activity across a border between two countries 
Separatist Controlled: Separatist organizations and activities within a country involve members of a 
group of people who want or are attempting to establish their own separate government. 
 
Lend-lease: the transfer of goods and services to an ally in order to aid in a common cause, with 
payment made in the form of a return of the original items or their use in the cause, or by a similar 
transfer of other goods and services. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.BACKGROUND 

 
Ukraine and Russia had strong connections after the Soviet Union (USSR) collapsed in 1991. As a 
non-nuclear weapon state, Ukraine decided to ratify the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear 
weapons in 1994. It was removed and disassembled in Ukraine any former Soviet nuclear weapons. 
Through the Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States consented to maintain Ukraine's territorial integrity and political independence in 
exchange. The Charter for European Security, which was signed in 1999, "reaffirmed the intrinsic 
freedom of each and every participating State to be free to select or amend its security arrangements, 
including treaties of alliance as they evolve." Russia was one of the signatories to the Charter. Several 
former Eastern Bloc nations joined NATO in the years following the fall of the USSR, mainly in 
reaction to Russian-related regional security challenges such the 1993 Russian constitutional crisis, 

https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/relate
https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/border


the War in Abkhazia (1992–1993), and the First Chechen War (1994–1996). Russian authorities saw 
this development as a breach of tacit agreements made by Western nations that NATO would not 
move eastward. 

The 2004 presidential election in Ukraine was contentious. Viktor Yushchenko, a rival candidate, was 
poisoned with TCDD dioxin during the election campaign and later accused Russia of being involved. 
Despite election monitors' claims of vote manipulation, Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych was 
proclaimed the victor in November. Large-scale nonviolent protests successfully contested the 
outcome over the course of a two-month period that became known as the Orange Revolution. A 
second-round rerun was held when the Supreme Court of Ukraine invalidated the first results owing to 
extensive election fraud, installing Yushchenko as president and Yulia Tymoshenko as prime minister 
and placing Yanukovych in opposition. The Orange Revolution is sometimes lumped together with 
other early-twentieth-century protest movements, notably those in the former USSR. According to 
Anthony Cordesman, Russian military officials saw such color revolutions as an effort by the US and 
European governments to weaken Russia's national security and destabilize neighboring countries. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin claimed that the protest leaders were former Yushchenko aides and 
characterized the demonstrations as an effort to bring the Orange Revolution to Russia. During this 
time, Putin-supporting protests were referred to as "anti-Orange protests." 

At the Bucharest meeting in 2008, Ukraine and Georgia pushed for admission to NATO. Western 
European nations rejected presenting Membership Action Plans (MAP) in order to avoid enraging 
Russia, but US President George W. Bush advocated for their admittance. This caused a rift among 
NATO members. In the end, NATO declined to grant Ukraine and Georgia MAPs, but it also said that 
"these nations will join NATO." Putin firmly rejected Georgia's and Ukraine's applications to join 
NATO. The likelihood of Ukraine joining NATO remained slim as of January 2022. 

Yanukovych said in 2009 that he would compete for president once more in the 2010 Ukrainian 
presidential election, which he ultimately won. When Yanukovych abruptly decided not to sign the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement in favor of deeper links to Russia and the Eurasian Economic 
Union, a wave of sizable pro-EU protests broke out in November 2013. Russia had placed pressure on 
Ukraine to reject the EU accord after it had been overwhelmingly adopted by the Ukrainian 
parliament. On February 21, 2014, Yanukovych and the leaders of the parliamentary opposition 
signed a peace agreement that called for early elections after months of demonstrations as part of the 
Euromaidan movement. Yanukovych left the capital the following day before being impeached and 
losing his presidential authority. On February 23, the parliament approved a measure repealing the 
2012 statute designating Russian as an official language. The measure was not passed, but it sparked 
unfavorable responses in the Russian-speaking parts of Ukraine, which were exacerbated by reports in 
Russian media that the ethnic Russian community was in grave danger. A temporary administration 
was constituted on February 27. Early presidential elections were also announced. The next day, 
Yanukovych reappeared in Russia and said at a news conference that he would continue to serve as 
interim president of Ukraine, just as Russia started an open military operation in Crimea. The pro-
Russian uprising in Ukraine in 2014 was brought on by the leaders of the country's Russian-speaking 
east declaring their continued commitment to Yanukovych. 

At the start of the battle, Russia had some 12,000 soldiers in the Black Sea Fleet stationed in 
Sevastopol, Kacha, Hvardiiske, Simferopol Raion, Sarych, and other places on the Crimean 
Peninsula. Control of the Sarych cape lighthouse in Yalta and many other beacons came under 
controversy in 2005. The basing and transit agreement between Russia and Ukraine permitted the 
presence of Russia. According to the agreements, the Russian military in Crimea was limited to a 
maximum of 25,000 soldiers and was expected to respect Ukrainian sovereignty, uphold its laws, 
refrain from meddling in its internal affairs, and display their "military identification cards" when 
crossing international borders. Early in the battle, Russia was able to rapidly increase its military 



presence while feigning security concerns, deploy special forces, and use other necessary resources to 
carry out the operation in Crimea thanks to the agreement's large personnel limit. Russia was granted 
permission to have its military bases in Crimea until 2017, after which it would remove all military 
units, including its portion of the Black Sea Fleet, from the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and 
Sevastopol, in accordance with the original treaty on the division of the Soviet Black Sea Fleet signed 
in 1997. In order to settle the 2009 gas dispute between Russia and Ukraine, former Ukrainian 
president Viktor Yanukovych signed a new agreement on April 21, 2010, known as the Kharkiv Pact. 
This agreement extended the term until 2042 with the possibility to renew. 

Russia started annexing Crimea on February 20, 2014. Russian troops and special forces started into 
Crimea through Novorossiysk on February 22 and 23. Russian military without insignias started 
advancing into the Crimean Peninsula on February 27. They adopted tactical positions and overran the 
Crimean Parliament, hoisting the Russian flag in the process. The Crimean Peninsula was cut off from 
the rest of Ukraine by security checkpoints, which also limited travel within the region. Russian 
military guarded important airports and a communications hub in the days that followed. Websites 
connected to the Ukrainian government, journalistic organizations, and social media were taken down 
by Russian cyberattacks. Russian access to Ukrainian officials' and lawmakers' mobile phones was 
made possible by cyberattacks, further stifling communication. 

The use of force was authorized by the Russian parliament on March 1st, which prompted an inflow 
of Russian soldiers and military equipment into the peninsula. All remaining Ukrainian military posts 
and bases, including the Southern Naval Base, were encircled and besieged in the days that followed. 
Russian soldiers seized Ukrainian military sites and ships after formally annexing the peninsula on 
March 18. Ukraine gave the order to evacuate its forces on March 24. By March 30, all Ukrainian 
military had left the peninsula. The Ukrainian parliament proclaimed Crimea to be a region that 
Russia was momentarily occupying on April 15. The Russian government strengthened its military 
presence in the area after the annexation and issued nuclear threats. A Russian military task force 
would be deployed in Crimea, according to Putin. NATO declared in November that it thought Russia 
was transferring nuclear-capable weaponry to Crimea. Some NATO nations have been educating the 
Ukrainian army ever since the invasion of Crimea. 

Pro-Russian and anti-government protests started in late February 2014 in key cities around Ukraine's 
eastern and southern regions. Native Ukrainians mostly expressed their displeasure with the new 
Ukrainian administration during the first protests that occurred throughout southern and eastern 
Ukraine. At this point, Russia's engagement was restricted to expressing support for the protests. But 
Russia took advantage of this and launched a planned military and political offensive in Ukraine. By 
referring to the Donbas as a part of "New Russia" and expressing surprise that it had ever been a part 
of Ukraine, Putin granted the rebels credibility. Russia started amassing troops close to the eastern 
border of Ukraine in late March, and by April, it had 30-40,000 soldiers there. The deployment was 
meant to obstruct Ukraine's reaction and threaten escalation. This danger compelled Ukraine to move 
troops away from the combat zone and toward its borders. Early in March, Ukrainian authorities 
repressed the pro-Russian demonstrations and detained local separatist leaders. They were replaced 
with individuals with connections to the Russian security services and financial stakes in Russian 
companies. Russian people have seized control of the separatist movement by April 2014, assisted by 
Russian volunteers and equipment, including Chechen and Cossack warriors. Igor Girkin, the 
commander of the Donetsk People's Republic (DPR), claims that without this assistance in April, the 
revolution would have lost steam, just as it did in Kharkiv and Odesa. On May 11, a contentious 



referendum on the future of Donetsk Oblast was held.

 

Armed confrontation between separatist rebels supported by Russia and Ukraine broke out in eastern 
Ukraine in April. The People's Republics of Donetsk and Luhansk were established by the rebels. 
From April 6, militants seized control of government buildings in many cities, Russian border 
crossings, transportation hubs, a broadcasting facility, and other critical infrastructure. The interim 
Ukrainian government began an "Anti-Terrorist Operation" (ATO) on April 15 in response to the 
ongoing territorial advance of the separatists. However, the Ukrainian troops were ill-equipped and 
poorly positioned, and the operation swiftly came to a halt. Ukraine said that it had lost control of the 
provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk by the end of April. In response to a potential Russian invasion, it 
declared itself to be on "maximum battle alert" and reinstituted conscription in its armed forces. To 
equip the military for a successful attack once Ukraine's national mobilization was complete, the 
Ukrainian operation through May concentrated on limiting the separatists by seizing strategic points 
near the ATO zone. 

In May, when hostilities between the separatists and the Ukrainian government intensified, Russia 
started to use a "hybrid strategy" that included conventional military backing, irregular fighters, 
regular Russian troops, and misinformation operations. The Ukrainian presidential elections were 
followed by the First Battle of Donetsk Airport. It was the first combat between the separatists and the 
Ukrainian government in which several Russian "volunteers" took part, and it marked a turning point 
in the conflict. According to Ukraine, between 15% and 80% of the fighters during the conflict's 
height in the summer of 2014 were members of Russian paramilitaries. Russia began to slowly supply 
weapons, armor, and ammunition in June. By the end of July, Ukrainian forces were advancing into 
cities in an effort to cut off communication and supply lines, isolate Donetsk, and retake control of the 
Ukrainian-Russian border. By July 28, Ukrainian forces had taken control of the crucial Savur-



Mohyla heights as well as the significant railroad hub of Debaltseve. These tactical victories by 
Ukrainian forces put the DPR and LPR statelets' survival in jeopardy, which led to Russian cross-
border bombardment that began in mid-July and was directed against Ukrainian forces on their own 
territory. 

In the middle of August 2014, Russia sent what it referred to as a "humanitarian convoy" of trucks 
across the border following a string of military losses and setbacks for the separatists, who banded 
together under the name "Novorossiya." Ukraine referred to the action as a "direct invasion." 
According to the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine, convoys arrived virtually every 
day in November (up to 9 convoys on November 30), and the majority of their cargo was weapons 
and ammunition. According to Strelkov, Russian personnel purportedly on "holiday" from the army 
started to show up in Donbas in early August. By August 2014, the "Anti-Terrorist Operation" in 
Ukraine had reduced the area under pro-Russian rule and was drawing near the border. Igor Girkin 
called for Russian military action and claimed that his irregular troops' lack of battle experience and 
difficulty finding recruits among the local populace were to blame for the failures. "Losing this fight 
on the area President Vladimir Putin personally designated New Russia would endanger the power of 
the Kremlin and, personally, the power of the president," he said. As the situation worsened, Russia 
abandoned its hybrid strategy and launched a military invasion on August 25, 2014. The Russian 
Defense Ministry claimed that these servicemen had crossed the border "by accident" the next day. By 
the middle of August 2014, during the Battle of Ilovaisk, Nikolai Mitrokhin estimated that only 40–
45% of the 20,000–25,000 men fighting on the separatist side in the Donbas were "locals."  

Amvrosiivka was taken over by Russian paratroopers on August 24, 2014, with the assistance of 250 
armored vehicles and artillery pieces. The operation was referred to as Ukraine's "Patriotic Fight of 
2014" and a war against external aggression by Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko the same day. 
On August 25, it was claimed that a column of Russian military vehicles had entered Ukraine close to 
Novoazovsk on the Azov Sea coast. In a region where pro-Russian activity had been absent for 
weeks, it looked to be headed for Ukrainian-held Mariupol. Russian troops started deporting 
Ukrainians without a recognized residence in the town after Russian forces took Novoazovsk. 
Mariupol witnessed anti-war demonstrations in favor of Ukraine. An emergency meeting was 
convened by the UN Security Council. In August, the Pskov-based 76th Guards Air Assault Division 
allegedly crossed into Ukrainian territory and participated in combat close to Luhansk, inflicting 80 
casualties. The Ukrainian Defense Ministry claimed destroying three more tanks and two armored 
vehicles in different areas in addition to seizing two of the unit's armoured vehicles close to Luhansk. 
The Russian government denied the conflict occurred, but on August 18, Russian Minister of Defense 
Sergey Shoigu presented the 76th with the Order of Suvorov, one of Russia's highest medals, in 
recognition of their "successful execution of combat duties" and "courage and valor.". 

Russian official news stations and the speaker of the upper house of the Russian parliament admitted 
that Russian forces had entered Ukraine but referred to them as "volunteers." A correspondent for the 
Russian opposition daily Novaya Gazeta said that in the early summer of 2014, the Russian military 
leadership paid troops to renounce their commissions and fight in Ukraine, and that they subsequently 
started sending men there on orders. Similar claims were made by Russian opposition MP Lev 
Shlosberg, who added that Russian militants were "real Russian forces" disguising themselves as DPR 
and LPR units. Early in September 2014, state-run news networks in Russia covered the funerals of 
Russian servicemen who had lost their lives in Ukraine, but they referred to them as "volunteers" 
defending the "Russian world." Leading United Russia lawmaker Valentina Matviyenko also lauded 
the "volunteers" defending "our brotherly homeland." For the first time, the burial of a soldier 
murdered while serving in Ukraine was broadcast on Russian official television. 

On September 3, Poroshenko declared that he and Putin had agreed on a "lasting ceasefire." Russia 
refuted this, saying "they simply discussed how to end the crisis," and that it was not a party to the 



fight. Then Poroshenko changed his mind. Andrey Kelin, Russia's Permanent Representative to the 
OSCE, stated on September 5 that it was only natural for pro-Russian rebels to "liberate" Mariupol. 
Russian intelligence units have reportedly been sighted in the vicinity, according to Ukrainian forces. 
There could be volunteers there, Kelin remarked. A NATO official stated on September 4 that there 
were several thousand regular Russian military presents in Ukraine. The Minsk Protocol peace deal 
established a border between Ukraine and the separatist-controlled regions of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk Oblasts on September 5, 2014. 

NATO authorities reaffirmed the Russian presence on November 7 and 12, reporting the entry of 30 
trucks of personnel, 16 howitzer guns, and 32 tanks. Russian tanks, artillery, air defense systems, and 
combat personnel have been seen, according to US general Philip M. Breedlove. NATO reaffirmed its 
request for Moscow to evacuate its soldiers after seeing an increase of Russian tanks, artillery pieces, 
and other large pieces of military hardware in Ukraine. According to the Chicago Council on Global 
Affairs, Russian separatists have an advantage over the Ukrainian army in terms of technology since a 
significant influx of advanced military systems began in the middle of 2014: Russian drones provided 
intelligence, Russian secure communications systems interfered with Ukrainian communications 
intelligence, and effective anti-aircraft weapons (Buk, MANPADS) suppressed Ukrainian air strikes. 
Ukraine lacks the electronic warfare equipment that the Russian side used. The Conflict Studies 
Research Centre came to similar conclusions on the Russian separatists' technological superiority. The 
OSCE observation missions were only permitted to monitor two kilometers of the border, and drones 
that were employed to increase their capabilities were jammed or shot down, according to the 
representative of the United Kingdom at the United Nations Security Council meeting on November 
12. 

Donetsk, Luhansk, and Mariupol were the three frontlines of the conflict in January 2014. On January 
21, amid rumors of more than 2,000 extra Russian soldiers, 200 tanks, and armed people carriers 
approaching the border, Poroshenko characterized a frightening escalation. He cut short his trip to the 
World Economic Forum due to his worries. The 15th of February 2015 saw the adoption of Minsk II, 
a new set of peacekeeping measures. In the final intense engagement of the Donbas War before 2022, 
Ukrainian soldiers retreated from Debatlseve on February 18. The United Nations Human Rights 
Office reported that the war had caused 8000 fatalities in September 2015. 

Following the Minsk accords, the fighting became static trench warfare along the established line of 
contact, with little shifting of the lines of possession. Trench warfare, special forces operations, and 
artillery battles characterized the fight. Despite several efforts at a truce, hostilities never really 
subsided for a long time and instead stayed at a low level. Minor skirmishes along the line of contact 
persisted in the months following the fall of Debaltseve, but no territorial changes took place. The 
fight became static trench warfare as both sides began to defend their positions by building networks 
of trenches, shelters, and tunnels. Some referred to the mostly unchanging battle as "frozen," although 
Russia was unable to do this since the combat never stopped. Numerous military and civilians were 
murdered there every month, and it was still considered a battle zone. There were 29 ceasefires 
between 2014 and 2022, when hostilities first broke out, with each one being meant to last eternally. 
There were more fatalities in the years of static conflict than there were in 2014–15, although none of 
them lasted more than two weeks. Russian military activity, notably in the Debaltseve region, has 
continued to be reported by US and foreign authorities. In 2015, it was reported that 36,000 Russian 
separatist forces existed (as opposed to 34,000 Ukrainian forces), of whom 8,500–10,000 were made 
up of Russian soldiers. A total of 1,000 GRU soldiers were also present and active nearby. According 
to another estimate from 2015, there were 40,000 more Ukrainian military than Russian forces. In 
2017, there were an estimated 6,000 Russian and 40,000 separatist forces in the area, and on average, 
one Ukrainian soldier killed in battle every three days. 



Local Russian media covered incidents involving dead and injured Russian military. Veteran and 
paramilitary organizations actively recruited for Donbas. The leader of one such group, Vladimir 
Yefimov, described how the procedure operated in the Ural region. However, the organization also 
hired police officers, firefighters, and other professionals with military backgrounds. One volunteer 
was expected to cost 350,000 rubles (about $6,500) to outfit, plus a pay of between 60,000 and 
240,000 rubles per month. Only when they entered the combat zone were the trainees given their 
weapons. Russian soldiers frequently traveled undercover as Red Cross volunteers. The director of the 
Russian Red Cross in Moscow, Igor Trunov, denounced these convoys for making it more difficult to 
distribute humanitarian aid. Beyond two border crossings, Russia vehemently opposed the OSCE's 
request to broaden its mandate. To get around Russian mercenary rules, the volunteers were given a 
paper that stated their involvement was restricted to "providing humanitarian support." A mercenary is 
someone who "participates with purposes contrary to the interests of the Russian Federation," 
according to anti-mercenary law in Russia. Amnesty International wrote to the Ukrainian prosecutor 
general in April 2015 regarding allegations of wrongful detention, torture, and other forms of ill-
treatment by pro-Kyiv forces. The organization requested clarification from the prosecutor general's 
office regarding the legal standing of pro-government militia groups, as well as the justification for 
Right Sector's practice of holding suspected separatist fighters in detention. Amnesty International 
had not received a response to these questions as of May 2015. 

Sergey Glazyev, a Russian presidential adviser, Konstantin Zatulin, and other individuals were 
recorded on telephones in 2014 discussing covert funding for pro-Russian activists in Eastern 
Ukraine, the occupation of government buildings, and other events that led to conflict. These 
telephone intercepts were made public by the Ukrainian intelligence service, SBU, in August 2016. 
Glazyev provided specific instructions to many pro-Russian groups as early as February 2014 
including how to seize local administrative offices, what to do next, how to phrase demands, and 
Russia's backing, including "sending our troops." 

In 2014, Russia assumed de facto authority of the Kerch Strait. Ukraine contested the usage of the 
strait to an arbitration court in 2017. By 2018, Russia had constructed a bridge over the strait, reduced 
the size of ships that could travel through, put in place additional rules, and frequently detained 
Ukrainian ships. Russian warships boarded three Ukrainian vessels on November 25, 2018, as they 
sailed from Odesa to Mariupol, detaining 24 Ukrainian seamen. On November 26, 2018, the 
Ukrainian parliament unanimously approved the declaration of martial law in the country's bordering 
Russian and coastal areas. 

The battle claimed the lives of more than 110 Ukrainian servicemen in 2019. Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
the newly elected president of Ukraine, assumed office in May 2019 with a pledge to put an end to the 
Donbass conflict. POW exchanges between Ukraine and pro-Russian rebels started in December 
2019. On December 29, 2019, almost 200 convicts were swapped. In 2020, 50 Ukrainian troops died, 
according to Ukrainian officials. Over 650,000 Ukrainians have received internal Russian passports 
from Russia since 2019. 

 

4.Timeline Of Current Russia-Ukraine War 
 



 

February 2022 

The European Union has indicated that some Russian banks will be excluded from the Society for 
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT) system, which would lead to them 
being unable to participate in the global financial system. Kiev, Kharkiv, and Kherson are the cities 
that Russian troops will be moving towards. Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European 
Commission, stated that Russian civilian aircraft are prohibited from entering EU airspace, and state-
owned media outlets, including Russia Today, Sputnik, and their subsidiaries, are also prohibited from 
accessing EU radio frequencies and the internet. A $537 million aid package for the Ukrainian 
military is endorsed by the EU. Borrell, the EU's foreign policy chief, said this was the first time in 
history that the EU would provide lethal weapons to a third country. Since then, European funding for 
the project has increased to 4.5 billion euros. 

 



March 2022 

A 65-kilometer-long Russian convoy moves towards Kiev. Kherson, a city in southern Ukraine with 
250,000 residents, is the first significant population center to be ravaged by Russian armored vehicles. 
Russian troops take over Mariupol. The European Commission's Repower EU initiative, which aims 
to reduce Russia's dependency on natural gas by two-thirds by the end of the year, is more ambitious 
than the IEA's initiative, which was released on March 3rd. The United States restricts the import of 
Russian oil. A maternity hospital in the Mariupol, which is under siege, becomes the target of Russian 
airstrikes. The U.S. Congress authorized spending $13.6 billion on Ukraine. The European Union 
issues the Versailles Declaration, which calls for increased coordination, investment, research, and 
defense spending in member states. With the support of the G7 nations, the U.S. is leading a new 
campaign of sanctions against Russia. 

While civilians sought shelter in the theater's Mariupol, Russian forces killed hundreds of civilians. 
The dispute reached the city center. Russia has lost between 7,000 and 15,000 soldiers, estimates by 
NATO. The official assessment of the Biden administration is that Russia engaged in criminal warfare 
in Ukraine. Putin says that future agreements on gas to "hostile" countries will be denominated in 
roubles, not dollars, instead. During a European trip, Biden pledged to send 15 billion cubic meters 
(bcm) more natural gas to Europe than he did last year, this would increase this year's deliveries to 37 
bcm. By the year 2030, it is committed to adding $50 billion more. Russia initiated the withdrawal of 
its troops from Kiev and announced that they would now focus their efforts on taking control of the 
eastern provinces of Ukraine: Luhansk and Donetsk. Biden appears to advocate a change in regime in 
Moscow while visiting American troops in Poland. Biden comments on Putin, "This man must go if it 
is for the sake of God.The following day, Biden rescinds his statement. Russia and Ukraine's 
negotiators are meeting in Istanbul. Ukraine has a comprehensive plan for being neutral. 

 

 

April 2022 

A report from Al Jazeera stated that Russia employed proxy groups in Syria to recruit Ukrainian 
soldiers. Numerous civilian corpses are found scattered across the streets of Bucha, a town located 
northwest of Kyiv, as Russian troops depart the area. At least 52 people were killed when a cluster 
bomb fired by Russia exploded on a train that transported thousands of refugees, Ukrainian officials 
reported. Kramatorsk is a city in the eastern Donetsk region that is the site of the attack. The EU bans 
Russian coal, lumber, cement, seafood, and fertilizer products from being imported. The Russian 
army encircles Mariupol. With two Neptune missiles, Ukraine claims to have sunk the Russian Black 
Sea Fleet's flagship, the Moskva. In an attempt to regain control of the oblasts of Luhansk and 
Donetsk, Russian forces initiated a new, extensive offensive in eastern Ukraine in an attempt to 
reclaim territory. Despite the fact that 2,500 Ukrainian workers at the Azovstal steelworks have not 
capitulated, Putin proclaims victory in Mariupol. 

At a conference dedicated to donors for military purposes, held at the Ramstein Air Base in Germany, 
Austin urged delegates from forty countries to donate additional weapons to Ukraine as soon as 
possible. Russia stops the flow of gas to Bulgaria and Poland, they say, because they refused to pay in 
rubles. To expedite the transfer of weapons to Ukraine, the United States Congress revives a facility 
from the Second World War called "lend-lease". A $33 billion budget for Ukraine is proposed by 
Biden to Congress. 

 

May 2022 



Germany is prepared to immediately prohibit the import of Russian oil. Mario Draghi, the prime 
minister of Italy, delivered a speech to the European Parliament in which he advocated a "pragmatic 
federalism" that would involve majorities of member states overriding vetoes on collective action. 
This was a direct reference to Hungary and Slovakia, which are preventing the EU from banning 
Russian oil and gas. The first significant victory for Ukraine following the battle for Kyiv was a 
counterattack by the Ukrainian forces located to the north and east of Kharkiv that pushed the Russian 
troops away by 40 kilometers. Emmanuel Macron, the president of France, advocates enhancing 
Ukraine's association with the EU, this would facilitate the Ukraine and other members of the EU like 
Moldova and Georgia in acquiring membership benefits quickly. 

Iryna Vereshchuk, the deputy top minister of Ukraine, claims that Russia has dispatched 460,000 
Ukrainians to 6,500 camps throughout Russia. The glide of fuel line via one in every of fundamental 
pipelines is decreased through one sector due to Ukraine`s first-ever limit on Russian fuel line 
transiting its territory to Europe. Finland pronounces that it's going to follow to enroll in NATO. After 
centuries of neutrality, Sweden proclaims its purpose to use for club in NATO. The Azovstal 
operation in Mariupol is said completed through the navy of Ukraine.265 Ukrainians have 
surrendered, as showed through Russia's protection ministry. Over the route of 5 years, the European 
Commission proclaims a plan to do away with Russian fossil fuels well worth 236 billion euros. The 
United States approved $forty billion in new Ukraine spending, with 1/2 of going closer to navy 
investments. Russia says it has completed manipulate of Mariupol, after nearly 2,500 Ukrainian 
troops surrender. Ukraine sentences the primary Russian soldier convicted of battle crimes to 
existence in prison. According to Eduard Basurin, deputy head of the defense force of the Russia-
sponsored Donetsk People's Republic, Russia is presently that specialize in remoted assaults instead 
of the bigger approach of encircling all of Ukraine's forces withinside the east with a big pincer 
movement. The northeastern a part of Severdonetsk is stated to be withinside the fingers of Russian 
forces, who're reportedly persevering with their slow encirclement of the city. According to Anna 
Malyar, the deputy protection minister of Ukraine, "preventing has reached its most intensity." The 
adversary is concurrently storming our troops' positions from a couple of angles. 

 Zelenskyy slams Henry Kissinger, a former US Secretary of State, for suggesting that Ukraine give 
up land to Russia. He compares it to the Nineteen Thirties appeasement policy. The northeastern a 
part of Severdonetsk is stated to be withinside the fingers of Russian forces, who're reportedly 
persevering with their slow encirclement of the city. The Mir resort is taken over as Russian forces 
strengthen on Severdonetsk from 3 awesome instructions and start direct attacks at the city's built-up 
regions withinside the north. Ukraine launches a counteroffensive in Kherson, reportedly setting 
Russian forces in a protecting function that is "disadvantageous" and inflicting substantial losses. In 
telecellsmartphone calls with leaders of France and Germany, Putin gives to ease sanctions towards 
Russia in trade for facilitating grain exports from Ukraine. Biden makes the choice to ship "greater 
superior rocket systems" to Ukraine after a few hesitations to permit greater unique artillery strikes. 
To reinforce Ukraine's defenses, America will ship excessive mobility artillery rocket systems 
(HIMARS) and guided a couple of release rocket systems (GMLRS). 

Ukrainian troops retreat tactically as Russian forces occupy Severodonetsk's center. As Russian forces 
strive to finish an encirclement of Severodonetsk from the south, preventing erupts withinside the city 
of Toshkivka, that is south of Severodonetsk. Ukrainian forces release a counteroffensive withinside 
the south withinside the course of Kherson, pushing Russian forces east of the Inhulets River. 
Following a selection at the 6th set of sanctions towards Russia, the EU prohibits Russian oil and 
petroleum products. Pipeline oil is granted a transient exemption because of the objections of 
landlocked countries that declare they may not be able to deliver themselves through sea without 
difficulty. 

 



June 2022 

Russian troops preserve the town center of Severodonetsk and, in accordance to estimates, up to 70 
percent of the city. Hennadiy Lahuta, the head of the army administration for the Kherson oblast, says 
that the Ukrainian counteroffensive has freed 20 villages. The UK pronounces that it will ship to 
Ukraine M270 a couple of launch rocket structures with a vary of eighty kilometers. During a press 
convention in Finland, NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg seems to advocate that in change 
for peace, Ukraine will have to take delivery of the loss of sovereignty or territory. Through the Nord 
Stream 1 pipeline, Russia reduces gasoline deliveries to Europe to 40% of capacity. According to 
Ukraine, it has freed 1,026 Russian-controlled settlements. Ukraine and Moldova are formally invited 
to follow for EU membership by way of the EU. At least 18 human beings had been killed when 
Russian missiles struck a purchasing center in Kremenchuk, central Ukraine. A 30-day grace duration 
on $100 million in hobby repayments reasons Russia to default on its sovereign debt for the first time 
considering that the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917. After Turkey lifts its veto, NATO invitations 
Finland and Sweden to be a part of the alliance in writing. Russian forces withdraw from Snake Island 
in the Black Sea after being hit challenging with the aid of missiles fired through Ukrainian forces. 
 

July 2022 

Even though partisan hostilities continue, Russia asserts that it has taken Lysychansk, giving it 
nominal manage of the Luhansk oblast. A global convention on the restoration of Ukraine takes 
vicinity in Lugano, Switzerland, and attracts contributors from forty nations. Denys Shmyhal, the top 
minister of Ukraine, claims that $750 billion is needed. According to Zelenskyy, Russia has launched 
3,000 cruise missiles at his nation. Russian overseas minister Sergey Lavrov noted in an interview 
with the Russian newspaper Ria Novosti that Russia had deviated from its professional goal of 
occupying the two Japanese areas of Luhansk and Donetsk. He additionally referred to the fact that 
Zaporizhia and Kherson in the south are additionally essential to take. Ukraine claims to have 
destroyed a Russian ammunition warehouse in the southern Kherson region. A settlement mediated by 
using the United Nations lets in Russia and Ukraine to export grain thru the Black Sea. According to 
Gazprom, a state-owned Russian company, the Nord Stream 1 pipeline's fuel grant will be decreased 
through half of to 20% of capacity. Between August 12 months and March 2023, EU power ministers 
agree to limit herbal fuel use by 15% on their own. Using HIMARS rocket artillery, Ukrainian forces 
spoil the Antonivka car and rail bridges, rendering them inoperable for heavy navy transport. This 
aids in reducing off Russian ahead positions in Kherson. Five human beings are injured when a drone 
believed to be from Ukraine crashes into Russia's Black Sea fleet headquarters in Sevastopol on 
Russia's Navy Day. 

 

August 2022 

After a deal to end a Russian embargo was reached on July 22, the first ship carrying Ukrainian grain 
sailed out of port. 39 Russian rocket launchers and an ammo storage were reportedly destroyed by 
Ukrainian forces, according to the southern command. The southern command of Ukraine reported 
the devastation of 24 Russian multiple rocket launchers, a T-62 tank, five armored vehicles, and an 
ammo storage in raids on Berislavsky and one other area in the Kherson region. At the airfield at Saky 
in Crimea, an estimated nine Russian jets were downed on the ground in what looks to be the first big 
Ukrainian strike on a Russian facility on the peninsula. A series of explosions shock the Crimean 
town of Mayskoye, forcing the evacuation of 3,000 inhabitants as a suspected Russian munitions 
dump catches fire. Without identifying the perpetrators, Russia describes it as "the outcome of 
sabotage." Antonio Guterres, the head of the UN, warns that shelling near the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
power plant would be "suicide" as Russia and Ukraine accuse one another of doing so. Darya Dugina, 



the daughter of renowned Russian ultranationalist Alexander Dugin, perishes in a vehicle explosion 
outside of Moscow in what may have been an attempt on her father's life. Ukraine denied Russia's 
assertions that it was behind the strike. Ukraine commemorates both its day of freedom from Soviet 
domination and the six-month mark since Russia's full-scale invasion. We are only concerned with 
our land, not your army, Zelenskyy declares in a forceful address, saying that Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine had "reborn" the nation. To the very end, we shall fight for it. 

 

September 2022 

Artem Bardin, a Russian official in Berdyansk, was seriously hurt in a bombing, according to Sky 
News. The US intends to quadruple its output of 155 mm shells to fulfill both the demands of Ukraine 
and the need to replace US reserves. Every month, the Pentagon plans to build a new HIMARS. 
Ukrainian soldiers recaptured some of Kharkiv Oblast. Officials in Ukraine claim that soldiers have 
penetrated Kupiansk, an important Russian supply center in the east. By flying flags above Russian-
occupied towns and villages for six months and retaking regions Moscow had conquered on the first 
day of Putin's invasion, Ukraine was able to regain control of the Kharkiv region. 

The "Donetsk People's Republic" (DNR) forces have reportedly departed Kyselivka and marched 
back toward the Dnipro River, according to The New Voice of Ukraine. All but four of the Russian 
vehicles had vacated their earlier advanced positions, according to satellite images of known Russian 
positions near Kyselivka, 15 kilometers northwest of Kherson. The US has approved a security 
package worth $600 million for Ukraine, providing the armed forces with even more assistance in 
their continuing counteroffensive against Russian soldiers. A Russian missile that struck industrial 
equipment adjacent to a nuclear power facility in southern Ukraine without harming the three reactors 
was declared to be "nuclear terrorism" by Ukrainian officials. Along with the terms "mobilization" 
and "martial law," the Russian Duma amends the Criminal Code to include provisions on looting and 
surrender. 

Vladimir Putin, the president of Russia, declared a partial military mobilization in Russia, placing the 
population and economy of the country on a war footing as Moscow's invasion of Ukraine proceeds. 
The Finnish government adopted a resolution to severely restrict Russian visitors' entry to Finland. 
The entrance limitations shall commence on September 30, 2022, at 0:00 and shall continue until 
further notice. In a ceremony at the Kremlin, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that Russia has 
annexed the four Ukrainian provinces of Luhansk, Donetsk, Kherson, and Zaporizhzhia. He also 
pledged that Russia would be successful in its "special military operation" against Ukraine. 

 



October 2022 

Officials in Kiev claim that Ukrainian forces have encircled Russian forces in a key Russian-held 
town in the Donetsk region. According to sources, the video depicts Ukrainian forces raising their flag 
at Lyman's town entrance after Russia gained control of it in May. In the south of the nation, 
Ukrainian forces took their largest stride forward since the conflict started. They overcame Russian 
defenses and moved swiftly along the Dnipro River, endangering the supply routes for thousands of 
Russian soldiers. Over 200,000 individuals have reportedly been recruited into Russia's armed forces 
since President Putin ordered a partial mobilization two weeks ago, according to Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu. 

U.S. intelligence agencies, according to claims in American media, think that Ukrainian government 
officials authorized the vehicle explosion that killed Aleksandr Dugin's daughter. Dugin was a far-
right thinker with ties to the Kremlin. At least 13 people were killed and 87 others, including 10 
children, were injured in an early morning Russian missile strike on an apartment complex and other 
residential structures in the city of Zaporizhzhia in southeast Ukraine, according to Ukrainian 
officials. According to Ukrainian officials, a barrage of missile assaults that damaged civilian targets 
and claimed multiple lives attacked Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine, as well as several other significant 
cities. 

By a wide margin, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on Wednesday urging nations to 
refuse to recognize the four areas of Ukraine that Russia has annexed as a result of phony elections 
staged late last month. The resolution also urged Moscow to abandon its "attempted unlawful 
annexation." The United States has dismissed Russia's unsupported accusation that Ukraine is 
planning to use a "dirty bomb" on its own soil as part of an expansion of Vladimir Putin's conflict as 
"transparently untrue." The United States and its friends in the West abandoned Afghanistan's elite 
National Army Commando Corps when it surrendered to the Taliban last year. They are currently 
being asked to enlist in the Russian army and fight in Ukraine. 

In a show of might despite the escalating tensions with the West over the situation in Ukraine, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has been keeping an eye on drills of the nation's strategic nuclear 
weapons that have involved several practices launches of ballistic and cruise missiles. The South 
Korean president denied that Seoul had sent Ukraine any deadly weaponry after Russian President 
Vladimir Putin warned that such a move would ruin their bilateral relations. 

 

November 2022 

For the first time, Iran has formally confirmed that it sent drones to Russia before to Moscow's 
invasion of Ukraine, after maintaining that this was not the case. Russia has been accused by Ukraine 
and its Western allies of conducting recent assaults using drones made in Iran. Although Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian, the foreign minister, was reportedly cited as saying on Saturday that drones had 
been delivered to Russia before the attack began in late February, Tehran has persistently denied these 
claims. President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy has warned that further attacks on its power 
infrastructure may be conducted using Iranian drones, which Ukraine alleges Russia is exploiting to 
target its cities and energy infrastructure. Ukraine is aware that Russia "is concentrating troops and 
means for a future reprise of mass assaults on our infrastructure," Zelenskyy said in his evening 
speech. Energy is the first factor. He asserted that Ukraine is preparing a response and that Russia 
especially needs Iranian missiles for this. In what both sides hope will be one of the war's pivotal 
encounters, Ukraine also alleged that Russia had taken abandoned homes in the southern city of 
Kherson with troops clothed in civilian garb. Kherson, which Moscow has claimed as the only 
regional capital since its invasion in February, has just been ordered to evacuate by Russia in 
anticipation of an attack by Ukraine to reclaim the city. 



 

December 2022 

Zelenskyy departs for the US, making his first official trip outside of Russia since the conflict began. 
US Vice President Joe Biden offers to provide Patriot air defense systems to assist Ukraine fend off 
Russian attacks on its energy infrastructure, stating that Ukraine would "never be alone." The US has 
been hesitant to give Ukraine access to this long-range missile out of concern that it might escalate 
relations with Russia. Washington is cautioned by Moscow not to supply additional weaponry to 
Kiev. After its failed onslaught at the beginning of the war, Ukrainian officials express concern that 
Russia would try to conquer Kyiv once more in the next year. Putin asserted on Christmas Day that 
Russia is "ready to discuss" with Ukraine, a proposal that was rejected by Ukrainian authorities. For 
the first time ever, the Russian president refers to the invasion of his nation as a "war." 

 

What made Russia Annex Ukraine? 

Even now, Russia's president refers to the largest invasion of Europe since the end of World War Two 
as a "special military operation" rather than a full-fledged conflict that has forced millions of 
Ukrainians to flee their homes both within and outside of their nation. On February 24, he declared to 
the Russian people that he was sending soldiers into Ukraine from the north, south, and east with the 
intention of "demilitarizing and de-Nazifying Ukraine." He claimed that the Ukrainian government 
had been harassing them and committing genocide for eight years. These assertions lack any 
supporting data. It was presented as an effort to stop NATO from establishing a presence in Ukraine. 
Assuring Ukraine's neutrality was shortly added as a new goal. The overthrow of the elected president 
of Ukraine's administration was a major priority. Volodymyr Zelensky declared, "I am targeting 
number one for the enemy; my family is targeting number two." According to his advisor, Russian 
military attempted two attempts to invade the presidential complex. 

Even though frequent Russian allegations of Nazis and genocide in eastern Ukraine were wholly false, 
they have been a part of a narrative since Russia's proxies took control of some of the Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions in the country's east in 2014, starting a conflict with Ukrainian forces. Dmytro 
Kuleba, the foreign minister of Ukraine, remarked, "It's absurd, sometimes not even they can 
understand what they are referring to." Ria Novosti, the state-run news agency of Russia, stated in an 
editorial article published at the beginning of April that "denazification is unavoidably also de-
Ukrainization," thereby destroying the contemporary state of Ukraine. It was released when 
information of war crimes committed by Russian soldiers against residents in Bucha, close to Kiev, 
came to light. Later, Russia was charged with state-sponsored incitement to genocide in a report by an 
independent organization. Regarding joining Nato, it has been claimed that Ukraine and Russia had a 



temporary agreement before the invasion to withdraw from the Western defensive alliance. Russia 
concerns that if its neighbor joined NATO, it would intrude too heavily on its boundaries. By March, 
President Zelensky had conceded in public that Ukraine will not join NATO, saying, "It is a fact, and 
it must be recognized." Ukraine proposed to join the non-aligned group and give up nuclear weapons 
but talks stalled. 

After a month of the invasion, it was obvious that Russia's strategy was not working. Vladimir Putin 
drastically reduced his goals and said the first stage was mostly over. The armed forces dispersed 
from the area surrounding Kyiv and Chernihiv and gathered in the northeast. The "liberation of 
Donbas," which roughly refers to Ukraine's two industrial districts in the east of Luhansk and 
Donetsk, was now the major objective. The failure to secure supply lines or recognize the flexibility 
of Ukrainian forces was the cause of the withdrawal. A 64km (40 mile) armored convoy that came to 
a stop outside Kyiv served as an early example of Russia's inadequate logistics. According to 
Ukraine's top commander, General Valeriy Zaluzhny, Russia's most recent retreat from the southern 
city of Kherson on November 11 was also due to damaged supply lines and interrupted command 
systems. A third of Donbas had already been taken by Russian surrogate troops in 2014 during a 
battle that has since mostly been stopped. By the end of March, they had taken control of the majority 
of Luhansk but only half of Donetsk. One of Vladimir Putin's few significant triumphs came with the 
mid-May capture of the destroyed port city of Mariupol in Donetsk, which also offered Russia a 
much-needed land passage from the border to Crimea, the Ukrainian peninsula it had captured in 
2014. The possibility of capturing further southern land remained for Russian forces. Prior to this, a 
top general had discussed annexing land along the Black Sea coast past Odesa and toward a 
breakaway province of Moldova. Maj Gen Rustam Minnekayev declared, "Control over the south of 
Ukraine is another route out to Transnistria." As Ukrainian troops lost up to 50 to 100 men a day to 
Russia's overwhelming weaponry by early July, the Russian president was also able to assert full 
authority over Luhansk.  

However, the deployment of Western artillery, notably American Himars missiles, immediately had a 
negative impact on Russia's supply lines and arsenals in the east, and an anticipated Ukrainian 
counteroffensive was also underway in the southern province of Kherson. Vladimir Putin declared in 
September that he was "partially mobilizing" some 300,000 troops to reinforce a 1,000 km (620 mi) 
front line in the east. As the conflict became closer to home, Russians who were called up in large 
numbers fled. On the defensive, he announced the annexation of the two eastern regions as well as the 
two southern ones, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia, despite the fact that none of them were entirely under 
Russian control. He declared that they will always be a part of Russia. Russia left Kherson City, the 
sole regional capital it had taken throughout its 2022 war, a few weeks later. Gen Sergei Surovikin, a 
recently appointed commander, changed Russia's policy in October to target the country's civilian 
infrastructure, destroying or crippling 40% of its power grid with airstrikes. The Kremlin's strategy on 
the battlefield had failed, so it was trying to undermine civilian morale now. A missile that fell on a 
farm near to Poland's border with Ukraine killed two people and struck cities throughout Ukraine. 
Despite the US's assertion that it was doubtful that Russia had fired the missile, the incident increased 
concerns that Nato might be drawn into the conflict. 

The Russian president has always rejected Ukraine's independence, claiming in a long article from 
2021 that "Russians and Ukrainians were one people" from the late 9th century. He reiterated that 
theme in his two pre-war speeches, accusing Kiev of attempting to eradicate the Russian language and 
NATO of seeking to establish itself in Ukraine. Later, he denounced his neighbor as being "anti-
Russian." By September, Kyiv was to blame for its "ambition to obtain nuclear weapons," while the 
West was to blame for attempting to "weaken, split, and finally destroy our country." When the Soviet 
Union fell apart in 1991, an independent Ukraine really agreed to surrender all the nuclear weapons 
on its soil. President Putin continued to issue nuclear threats while pledging to use all available means 
to defend Russia and hold onto its conquered regions. 



 

5. Total Casulties  
Out of the 11,662 Russian troops and contractors who had died by January 17, 2023, according to 
BBC News Russian and the Mediazona news website, 13.8% (1,605) were officers, 15.7% (1,835) 
were Motorized Rifle Troops, and 12.3% (1,431) were members of the Russian Airborne Forces 
(VDV). In addition, 644, or 5.5% of the reported deaths of Russian forces, were mobilized personnel, 
while 287, or 2.5%, were Wagner fighters. The BBC said, "Every week, we find fresh proof of 
Russian military funerals in various Russian locales that went unreported by local authorities. 
According to the BBC, who only included Russian military and contractors, the true death toll might 
be higher than 22,000 "according to the most cautious estimate." "The true toll is likely in the tens of 
thousands," Mediazona continued. Between 100 and 200 Ukrainian soldiers were killed in battle 
every day in May and June 2022, according to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
presidential advisor Mykhailo Podolyak, while presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said 150 
soldiers were killed and 800 were injured per day. Ukraine's main negotiator with Russia, Davyd 
Arakhamia, told Axios in mid-June that 200 to 500 of its soldiers were dying every day. By the end of 
July, Ukraine's daily casualties had decreased to roughly 30 dead and 250 injured. 

Russian estimates of their own casualties tended to be low, while Ukrainian estimates of Russian 
military losses tended to be high. Several sources, including satellite photography and video of 
military operations, can be used to infer combat fatalities. Russian military losses were "probably" 
downplayed by Russia, according to a researcher at the Department of Peace and Conflict Research at 
Uppsala University in Sweden, whereas Ukraine's government was running a propaganda campaign to 
boost morale and Western media were generally happy to accept its claims. Additionally, Ukraine has 
a history of keeping its own military casualties hidden. According to BBC News, the injured were 
included in Ukrainian allegations of Russian casualties. Analysts cautioned against treating the 
Ukrainian allegations as gospel since Western nations were highlighting the death toll among Russian 
military personnel while Russian news agencies had mostly stopped covering this story. The 
Svetlogorsk City Court in the Kaliningrad area decided in early June 2022 that a list of Russian 
servicemen dead in Ukraine that was made public on privately held news websites constituted 
"classified information" and that publishing it may be illegal. The fog of battle makes it hard to 
pinpoint the precise number of civilian and military fatalities. The Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) believes there were many more civilian fatalities than the 
UN can confirm. General Eirik Kristoffersen, the head of the Norwegian defense, estimated the 
number of casualties in Russia on January 23 to be 180,000. For the Ukrainian troops, over 100,000. 

 



 

 a. Civilian Deaths 

By December 2022, open-source information had established those civilian casualties had occurred in 
19 of Ukraine's 24 oblasts. Additionally, the only part of Ukraine that was spared a Russian onslaught 
was Chernivtsi Oblast. The Ukrainian prosecutor general reported on January 15, 2023, that at least 
454 children had died and another 894 had been injured since the invasion began. The Donetsk area 
produced the majority of the casualties who were young. At least 55 of the children who died as a 
result of the conflict were from the Kyiv region, while 34 more were from Kharkiv. As of October 3, 
2022, 7,894 people have been deported and 239 children had also been reported missing, according to 
Ukraine. Russia said that 13 people had been killed by Ukrainian bombardment of border regions in 
the oblasts of Belgorod, Kursk, and Bryansk, and that seven personnel were reported missing after an 
alleged Ukrainian attack on drilling platforms in the Black Sea near Crimea. 

It is established that at least 41 foreign civilians from 20 different nations perished during the conflict. 
Two British humanitarian workers, Paul Urey and Dylan Healy, were taken prisoner by Russian 
forces. Urey passed away in custody, while Healy was subsequently freed on 22 September after 
being accused with "forcible takeover of power" and receiving "terrorist" training. Additionally, pro-
Russian separatists seized an American citizen and charged him with "participating in pro-Ukrainian 
protests." He was liberated on October 28 and arrived in area under Ukrainian control on December 
14. 

There were at least 203 foreign-born or foreign-citizen soldiers and volunteers died during the 
conflict, not counting the military deaths suffered by the Russian and Ukrainian armies. The 
nationalities of the foreign fighter casualties are listed below. While combat, 1,000 more people were 
injured on the Ukrainian side. 



 

 b. Identification and repatriation 

On February 27, 2022, Sergiy Kyslytsya, the Ukrainian ambassador to the UN, declared that his 
nation has requested assistance from the International Committee of the Red Cross in the endeavor to 
return the corpses of dead Russian troops. The Ukrainian Interior Ministry started making requests 
that day for relatives of Russian soldiers to assist in identifying injured, captured, or slain soldiers due 
to worries that Russia was not disclosing the quantity of soldiers killed in Ukraine or any fatalities. 
The Ishchi Svoikh project, which the Russian government's media regulator swiftly halted the day it 
started at the Prosecutor-request, General's Office's looked to be partly intended to undermine morale 
and support for the war in Russia. On March 12, 2022, Ukrainian authorities started utilizing face 
recognition technology that Clearview AI had given them to assist identify the deceased, as well as 
maybe use it to find Russian agents, screen individuals at checkpoints, and possibly counteract 
disinformation. The chief executive of Clearview asserted that the technique may be more reliable 
than matching fingerprints or other personal characteristics, although US Department of Energy 
research raised questions about whether decomposition might reduce the device's efficacy. The 
International Commission on Missing Persons, which was established to assist following the 1995 
Srebrenica massacre and the Balkan conflicts in the 1990s, has also been contacted by Kyiv 
authorities. The International Commission on Missing Persons identifies people by gathering DNA 
samples from the deceased and families to crossmatch.  

Due to communication problems and ongoing fighting, the identities of the slain civilians were 
undisclosed until Russian forces started to retreat. Many hurriedly dug graves and debris had to be 
removed in order to photograph and identify the victims and tally the number involved before 
documentation and identification of the bodies could begin. Before the remains are removed by 
coroners and officials, they have been identified and given handwritten tags and passports. Villagers 
in certain places preserved a record of the dead. In Yahidne, a town north of Kiev, for instance, they 
utilized a school basement wall to write the names of the dead when the village was ruled by the 
Russians. At least 137 remains of Russian servicemen that had been amassed around Kyiv as well as 



62 in the Kharkiv region were being held by Ukrainian police as of the end of May 2022. In June, 
Russia and Ukraine swapped the remains of 374 Russian soldiers for those of 365 Ukrainian soldiers. 

 

Failures of the Russian military in Ukraine 

Since roughly six months ago, Russia has been encroaching fully into Ukrainian territory. Now that 
enough time has elapsed, American and European Union strategists ought to be able to identify the 
military deficiencies of Russia. And they must if they are to decide how to assist the Ukrainian armed 
forces most effectively. Recent explosions at the 225 km from the front line Saki air base in Crimea, 
which the Russians claim is protected by their air defense system, demonstrate that Ukraine has 
discovered new ways to take advantage of weaknesses in Russia's military apparatus. Vladimir Putin's 
actions are frequently undermined by his use of false data. Putin's apparent optimism that the Russian 
military could annex Ukraine with just 150,000 troops reflects his delusional beliefs about its might. 
This is far fewer than the 250,000-strong Ukrainian armed forces and well below the 3:1 ratio of 
offensive to defensive forces typically required for a successful battle. Putin appears to have decided 
to start the invasion in the hope that the people of Ukraine would submit without a struggle and that 
their political leaders would flee. It is obvious that the data he used was seriously faulty. Numerous 
studies that were completed just before the major invasion and are now publicly available 
demonstrated that Ukrainians would courageously take up guns to protect their country. However, the 
Kremlin must have chosen to disregard them, like many Western analysts did. 

Putin's prejudices and the inaccurate information at his disposal must thus be taken into consideration 
by the West to help Ukraine. It may be more than simply propaganda if Russian leaders continue to 
threaten military assault against NATO nations, notably the Baltic republics. However, Ukraine may 
utilize similar threats against Russia because such attack would be suicide for that country. The 
Russian army mostly uses heavy artillery attacks. The Russian soldiers entered Ukraine in marching 
columns rather than in combat formations at the start of the full-scale invasion. The Russians suffered 
significant casualties in the early days of the conflict because of their erroneous belief that they would 
encounter no opposition, which forced them to evacuate the Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Sumy districts. 
Russian military forces were unable to swiftly organize incursions into enemy territory due to their 
poor training and inefficiency, as well as the rigid hierarchies in which they functioned, which 
prevented commanders from acting on their own initiative.  

The Russian military resorted to barrage fire tactics in response to these failures, launching huge 
artillery bombardment on Ukrainian positions that lasted for hours to open the way for infantry and 
armored vehicle offensives. This strategy was primarily employed by the Russians in eastern Ukraine, 
where they concentrated more than half of their forces, and it led to greater territory advances than 
any other strategy. However, once the US sent Ukraine M142 HIMARS, mobile multiple rocket 
launchers, the situation changed. The Ukrainian armed forces utilized these launchers to destroy more 
than 50 Russian ammo caches in a matter of weeks. The Russian artillery forces' ability to get 
ammunition was significantly hampered by this, which reduced the intensity of the bombardment in 
numerous locations and slowed the Russian advance in eastern Ukraine. The range of the missiles that 
Ukraine has acquired from Western nations, however, is limited between 15 km and 92 km, therefore 
they are unable to reach many important Russian munitions storage facilities and other infrastructure. 

The Russian army's logistics are its weakest link. The logistics of a military operation are essential. As 
the Russians demonstrated in the early stages of their full-scale invasion, a tank without gasoline is of 
little value. They abandoned numerous vehicles and other pieces of equipment because they were 
short on supplies. The event showed how badly organized the Russian military's logistics were, 
making it impossible for many troops to reach their assignments. There are various reasons for this 
disarray, including actions taken by Ukrainian troops to sabotage Russian supplies, neglect and 



corruption within the Russian army, the laziness of Russian generals, etc. It is still a truth, though, that 
this is a clear area where the Russian campaign is lacking. The Russian army's concentration of forces 
in eastern Ukraine shortened its supply lines to Russia, cut the length of the front it was fighting on, 
and took Luhansk and Donetsk. However, as was said, the later employment of HIMARS and other 
systems by Ukraine caused a further disruption in Russia's operations.  

The Russian military will sustain significant casualties thanks to the Kremlin. Up to 80,000 Russian 
soldiers have reportedly been killed or injured so far in the conflict, according to the Pentagon. This is 
more than the Soviet Union lost during their ten-year Afghan war. Additionally, a tremendous 
quantity of Russian equipment has been sacrificed, including more than 1,700 tanks (equal to 65% of 
its pre-war stockpile), 4,000 armored vehicles, and 200 aircraft. For instance, while attempting to 
cross the Siverskyi Donets River at Bilohorivka in May, Russia lost roughly 1,000 soldiers and nearly 
100 pieces of equipment. Russian troops have suffered heavy losses in part because the Kremlin 
places political aims above military ones, as was seen in Izium and Severodonetsk. Severodonetsk's 
conquest became a political objective merely because it was the final major city in the Luhansk area. 
The Kremlin sought to take control of the city as evidence that it ruled the whole region. The action, 
meanwhile, had little strategic significance and forced the Russians to deteriorate their positions on 
other fronts. Before exploiting Severodonetsk's political significance to bring in a sizable number of 
Russian troops, who were compelled to battle in an area where they were unable to utilize their full 
artillery power, the Ukrainian military evacuated residents from the city. These manpower casualties 
will reduce Russia's war capability unless it declares a mass mobilization (which would cost Putin 
politically). However, Russia has already started to use its enormous stockpile of Soviet equipment, 
including 2S7 Pion self-propelled artillery, T-62 tanks, MT-LB armored personnel carriers, and Grad 
multiple rocket launchers. Even though this technology is old, it nevertheless presents a real hazard in 
big quantities. 

The Kremlin's policy includes using terrorism against civilian targets. Russian bombardment has 
resulted in at least 7,000 injuries and more than 5,000 civilian deaths since the commencement of the 
full-scale assault. Utilizing cluster bombs, many rocket launchers, air and missile strikes (including 
those using S-300 anti-aircraft systems), torture, and rape, Russia has purposefully targeted people to 
terrify them. In the conflicts in Chechnya and Syria, the Kremlin used a similar tactic. Like the 
massive and indiscriminate bombing campaign the Russian military conducted in Aleppo in 2016, 
these attacks on civilians are also intended to spark a migrant crisis in the EU and compel the bloc to 
engage in negotiations with Moscow as soon as possible on terms that are unfavorable to Kiev. 
However, so far, the tactic has merely decreased the likelihood that Western nations will attempt to 
pressure Kyiv into making concessions. Additionally, the severity of these assaults on people justifies 
tightening sanctions against Russia and designating it as a state supporter of terrorism. 

 

Comparison of Ukraine and Russia Military Strengths 

The difference between the two countries may be shown simply by comparing their defense budgets. 
According to "The Military Balance" assessment by the International Institute for Strategic Studies 
(IISS), released last week, Ukraine spent $4.7 billion in 2021, or slightly over a tenth of Russia's 
$45.8 billion in nuclear-armed territory. Ukraine's armaments are still mostly from the Soviet period, 
despite the fact that the Russian government began a campaign in 2008 to modernize its military after 
a brief conflict with Georgia exposed material shortages. However, Ukraine has changed the makeup 
of its armed forces as part of its aspirations to join NATO. By the middle of the 2030s, it hopes to 
restock its air force with Western combat aircraft. Additionally, it wants to strengthen its naval 
prowess.  



Ukraine has 196,000 active military troops and 900,000 reserve members, compared to Russia's 
900,000 active military personnel and 2 million reserve members. According to IISS, Ukraine started 
recruiting reservists for the age range of 18 to 60. With 280,000 troops against Ukraine's 125,600, 
Russia has a significant military advantage in the land sector alone. Additionally, it has an air force 
that is about five times as powerful as Ukraine's, with 165,000. However, Yohann Michel, a research 
analyst who collaborated on the IISS assessment, stated that Russia had an estimated 200,000 
personnel in and surrounding Ukraine with regard to the number of forces involved in this specific 
operation.  

Attack planes, armored vehicles, and surface-to-air missiles are just a few examples of the many 
things that may be compared, but overall, Russia just has more of everything. For instance, compared 
to Ukraine's 3,309 armored battle vehicles, Russia possesses more than 15,857. If you count Navy 
aircraft, it has 1,391 aircraft as opposed to Ukraine's 128 and 821 helicopters as opposed to Ukraine's 
55. And according to IISS, Ukraine possesses none of Russia's 49 submarines. 

But there have been some effective counterattacks by Ukrainian soldiers. The biggest strength of the 
Ukrainian armed forces, according to Michel, has been the soldiers' sheer resolve to fight. However, 
with battle occurring all throughout the nation, the quantity and caliber of armories play a significant 
role. The Royal United Services Institute's Nick Reynolds, a Research Analyst for Land Warfare, 
claimed that Ukraine's air force had been virtually defeated at this point. 





 

 



Sanctions During the War

 

When Russia acknowledged the independence of the self-declared Donbass republics, Western 
nations and others started enacting light sanctions against it. With the assaults starting on February 24, 
several other nations started enacting sanctions with the intention of ruining the Russian economy. 
The sanctions covered a wide range of activities, including people, banks, companies, financial 
transactions, bank transfers, exports, and imports. Following Russia's invasion of Ukraine on February 
24, 2022, two nations that had not previously participated in sanctions—South Korea and the non-
member state of Taiwan—began imposing sanctions on Russia. Singapore became the first nation in 
Southeast Asia to impose sanctions on Russia when it declared on February 28, 2022, that it will 
implement financial sanctions against Russia due to their invasion of Ukraine. Electronics, 
technological gadgets, and other relevant equipment were also included in the sanctions, which were 
specified in a statement released on March 5 and might be used to make weapons against Ukraine. On 
February 28, 2022, the EU slapped sanctions on many Russian billionaires and politicians and barred 
the Central Bank of Russia from accessing more than $400 billion in foreign exchange reserves stored 
overseas. On the same day, the US Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) outlawed transactions 
between US citizens and the Central Bank of Russia, the Russian Direct Investment Fund (including 
its predecessor, JSC RDIF, which had previously been sanctioned), the Limited Liability Company 
RVC Management Company, and Kirill Dmitriev, a close friend of Vladimir Putin. The former 
deputy finance minister of Russia, Sergei Aleksashenko, said: "This is a type of financial nuclear 
bomb that is dropping on Russia." On March 1, 2022, Bruno Le Maire, France's finance minister, 
declared that sanctions had frozen $1 trillion worth of Russian assets. 

According to BBC News' Faisal Islam, the actions could be "better understood as a sort of economic 
war" because they go beyond typical penalties. The goal of the sanctions was to plunge Russia into a 



severe economic downturn that would likely lead to bank robberies and hyperinflation. Islam pointed 
out that this was the first time a G20 central bank had been targeted in this manner. Former Russian 
president and deputy chairman of the Security Council Dmitry Medvedev mocked Western sanctions 
against Russia, including individual penalties, and said they were a product of "political weakness" 
brought on by NATO's departure from Afghanistan. He threatened to seize foreign assets owned by 
Russian businesses. Russia issued a warning to Western nations in July 2022 against placing more 
restrictions on Russian energy. Putin asserted that "sanctions limitations on Russia create significantly 
greater damage to those nations that apply them" in a television interview on Rossiya 24. Oil supplies 
to India and China were redirected to stabilize Russia's energy sector, but record inflation in Western 
nations has stifled economic development and raised the possibility of a worldwide recession. 

 

a. Fossil Fuels and Other Commodities 

President Joe Biden imposed an embargo on Russian oil, gas, and coal shipments to the US on March 
8, 2022. The European Commission suggested a restriction on Russian oil imports in May 2022. To 
placate Hungary, whose prime minister, Viktor Orbán, is friends with Putin and buys 60% of its oil 
from Russia via pipelines, the idea was scaled back to a ban on oil imports by sea. With oil transit 
insurance limitations being phased in over several months, the 800,000 barrels per day of Russian oil 
sent through pipelines to Europe is an exemption to the sanctions. To stop pipeline deliveries, 
Germany and Poland have made a commitment. The Canadian government outlawed the purchase of 
Russian crude oil on February 28. On June 8, Ottawa outlawed providing services to the Russian 
chemical, gas, mining, and oil sectors. 

The world's largest trading center for commodities is in Switzerland. As a result, roughly 80% of 
Russia's trading in commodities occurs through Geneva, and there are also a further 40 or so 
commodity enterprises with links to Russia in Zug. Oil and commodities trading businesses Glencore, 
Gunvor, Vitol, Trafigura, and Lukoil Litasco SA have shares in Rosneft and Lukoil, two significant 
Russian oil corporations. Another significant actor in the trade of commodities and steel with Eastern 
Europe is MMK, a corporation with Russian roots established in Lugano. Shell declared its plan to 
leave the Russian hydrocarbons sector on March 8, 2022. The European Commission and 
International Energy Agency jointly unveiled measures to decrease dependency on Russian energy, 
reduce imports of Russian gas by two thirds within a year, and eliminate them by 2030 in reaction to 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine. The age of Russian fossil fuels in Europe will come to an end, European 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen declared in April 2022. The European Union unveiled 
plans on May 18, 2022, to stop relying on Russian coal, oil, and natural gas by 2027. The G7 nations 



decided to set a price restriction on Russian oil on September 2 in order to limit Russia's ability to 
finance its conflict with Ukraine without further driving up inflation. 

EU ministers decided to draft further sanctions against Russia's energy industry on September 22, 
2022. Following a succession of nationalizations of Russian gas and refinery enterprises by Germany 
due to the impending Russian oil embargo, certain EU nations, like Romania, let Lukoil refineries to 
continue operating using oil from non-Russian sources. Germany's decision to nationalize gas and oil 
industries was seen as a "desperate" step by The Financial Times. The E.U. decided to price cap 
Russian oil imports (for Europe and third countries) as part of its 8th round of sanctions on October 6, 
2022, with a price maximum to be determined on December 5, 2022. Several countries, like Serbia 
and Hungary, received significant exclusions from the pact. Informed sources said that Greece, with 
its substantial maritime petroleum business, was also a significant "profiteur" from Russian oil 
exports due to its cargo reloading activities in the Laconian Gulf. 

 

b. Banking Business 

In a speech on February 22, 2022, US President Joe Biden imposed limits on corrupt billionaires 
associated with Putin as well as four Russian banks, including V.E.B. The assets of all significant 
Russian banks would be frozen, they would be barred from the UK financial system, and some export 
licenses to Russia would be stopped, according to UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson. Along with 
freezing the assets of over 100 new people and businesses, he also put a restriction on the amount of 
money Russian residents may deposit into UK banks. The Baltic foreign ministers demanded that 
Russia be shut off from SWIFT, the global messaging system for cross-border payments. The decision 
to weaponize SWIFT was initially resisted by other EU members for two reasons: first, European 
lenders held the majority of the nearly $30 billion in foreign banks' exposure to Russia; second, China 
had created CIPS, an alternative to SWIFT; and third, a weaponized SWIFT could weaken both 
SWIFT and the West's control over global finance. Milo Zeman of the Czech Republic and Boris 
Johnson of the United Kingdom are two other world leaders who have demanded that Russia be 
prevented from using SWIFT. 

Germany had previously resisted calls for Russia to be excluded from SWIFT, citing the impact such 
a ban would have on payments for Russian gas and oil. However, on February 26, German Foreign 
Minister Annalena Baerbock and Economy Minister Robert Habeck released a joint statement 
supporting specific restrictions on Russia's access to SWIFT. Shortly after, it was revealed that large 
Russian banks would no longer be part of SWIFT, albeit there would still be some access to guarantee 
that gas supplies could still be paid for. Additionally, it was revealed that sanctions will be imposed 
by the West on the Russian Central Bank, which has $630 billion in foreign reserves, to stop it from 
selling off assets to lessen the effects of the sanctions. The Industrial and Commercial Bank of China, 
the largest bank in the world, and the Bank of China, the largest currency dealer in the nation, began 
restricting financing to buy Russian raw materials on February 26. This restricted Russian access to 
foreign exchange. On February 28, Switzerland joined the EU in imposing sanctions and froze a 
number of Russian assets. The move was exceptional but in line with Swiss neutrality, according to 
Ignazio Cassis, president of the Swiss Confederation. The same day, Monaco enacted similar 
measures for blocking money and imposing economic sanctions as most European nations. By 
limiting banks and transactions with Russia, Singapore became the first nation in Southeast Asia to 
impose sanctions on that nation; the South China Morning Post called this step "nearly unusual." The 
"Big 4" treaties to which South Korea is a party—the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Wassenaar 
Arrangement, the Australia Group, and the Missile Technology Control Regime—are covered by an 
export ban on strategic materials. In addition, 57 non-strategic materials, such as semiconductors, IT 
equipment, sensors, lasers, maritime equipment, and aerospace equipment, were planned to be 
included. 



Because of Belarus' "evident involvement in the invasion" of Ukraine, Japan's central bank announced 
on February 28 that it would join sanctions by restricting transactions with Russia's central bank and 
would also impose sanctions on Belarusian organizations and individuals, including President 
Aleksandr Lukashenko. The Wall Street Journal claims that these efforts have mainly saved 
expenditures for energy raw commodities. [Reference required] Access was denied to more than $400 
billion in foreign exchange reserves kept overseas by the Central Bank of Russia. The former deputy 
finance minister of Russia, Sergei Aleksashenko, said: "This is a type of financial nuclear bomb that is 
dropping on Russia." According to Josep Borrell, head of the EU's foreign affairs department, 
Western countries "cannot restrict the reserves of the Russian central bank in Moscow or in China." 
The Grand and General Council of San Marino approved sanctions on Russia on March 1 and 
dismissed claims that the measures had a military purpose. The same day, Bruno Le Maire, France's 
finance minister, said that $1 trillion worth of Russian assets were blocked as a result of sanctions. In 
addition to restricting the purchase of Russian treasury bonds and announcing a halt to all business 
dealings with seven major Russian banks and their affiliates, South Korea also agreed to "immediately 
implement" and join any additional economic sanctions against Russia imposed by the European 
Union. 

Many businesses made the voluntary or preventative decision to leave the Russian or Belarusian 
markets in the wake of sanctions and criticism of their dealings with Russian company. As of March 
2, Visa, Mastercard, and American Express each individually blacklisted Russian banks. Credit Suisse 
gave orders to erase information connecting Russian billionaires to yacht loans after Swiss sanctions 
on Russia and media leaks revealing loans to oligarchs worth hundreds of millions of dollars drew 
condemnation. The Swiss Federal Council stated in August 2022 that it had frozen all of Sberbank's 
assets and had mandated the sale of all of its affiliates. Financial transactions for the sale of fossil 
fuels and agricultural products to third parties were legal exceptions to the recently enacted law. 

 



c. Export 

The US implemented export limits, an unique measure designed to limit Russian access to high-tech 
parts created using any materials or intellectual property from the US, including hardware and 
software. The punishment mandated that anybody or any organization wishing to supply Russia with 
technology, semiconductors, encryption software, lasers, or sensors submit an application for a 
license, which was automatically rejected. Sanctions were utilized as part of the enforcement 
mechanism against the individual or business, with an emphasis on the shipbuilding, aerospace, and 
defense sectors. 

 

 

d. Aviation 

The EU imposed penalties on February 25 that included a restriction on the sale of aircraft and spare 
parts as well as a deadline for lessors to cancel their agreements to lease aircraft to Russian airlines. 
Airbus and Boeing both stopped providing maintenance assistance to Russian flights on March 2, 
2022. China cut down Russia's access to airplane parts on March 11. Bombardier Aviation, a maker of 
business jets, declared that all pending orders from Russian people or businesses had been canceled in 
addition to halting after-sales support operations. Russian airlines were anticipated to be forced to stop 
using the Sukhoi Superjet 100 as of April 2022 because to issues with the Safran/Saturn SaM146 
engines. Foreign aircraft landing in Russian airports have also been hampered by a scarcity of 
authorized replacement parts. The Russian government recommended its airlines to utilize some 
aircraft as spare parts in June 2022. Patrick Ky, the executive director of the European Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA), voiced worry about the safety of Western-made aircraft operating in Russia 



without sufficient access to spare parts or maintenance during the same month. He emphasized that 
hazards rise with time and provided information suggesting that Russia will be obliged to cannibalize 
its planes. According to "four industry sources," Reuters received confirmation in August 2022 that 
Russia had removed parts from Airbus A320 and A350 aircraft, a Boeing 737, and a Sukhoi Superjet 
in order to maintain other aircraft. It looked that 15% of Aeroflot's fleet was grounded. 

On March 10, 2022, Russia approved laws defining restrictions on returning leased aircraft to foreign 
lessors. These restrictions include the requirement for committee permission and the payment of 
settlements in rubles. Numerous aircraft used by Russian airlines were listed on the Bermuda registry, 
which stopped issuing airworthiness certificates on March 14. The same day, Russia put into force a 
regulation allowing Russian airline-operated aircraft to be reregistered with the Russian registration, 
essentially taking them away from their owners who were based abroad. Prior to the sanctions, 
Russian airlines leased 515 commercial aircraft from foreign lessors, with a value of almost $10 
billion. There were rumors that certain Russian airlines were working with lessors to avoid 
jeopardizing future ties when 78 Russian aircraft were repossessed by March 22. By 29 March, 
Rossiya Airlines, an Aeroflot subsidiary, had reregistered the entirety of its fleet with the Russian 
registry, guaranteeing that only Russian-owned aircraft would be used on any foreign flights. By 
March 30, Irish lessor AerCap had taken back 22 of the 135 planes and 3 of the 14 engines it had 
leased to Russian airlines. For the remaining aircraft, many of which were "now being flown illegally 
by former airline passengers," it submitted insurance claims totaling $3.5 billion. One Boeing 747-8F 
leased to AirBridgeCargo was repossessed from Hong Kong by Singapore-based lessor BOC 
Aviation, but two other freighters—despite having their insurance and airworthiness certificates 
revoked—were flown back to Russia against clear instructions. BOC Aviation had 18 aircraft worth 
$935 million on lease to Russian companies. All leased aircraft that were still in Russia as of March 
31 had been reregistered and will stay in Russia, according to Yury Borisov, Russia's deputy prime 
minister. This reflects the lease terminations for more than 400 aircraft. Re-registering an aircraft 
without the owner's permission, however, is against ICAO guidelines. 

A letter from the Russian Ministry of Defense caused Ukrainian airspace to be blocked to commercial 
aircraft on February 24, 2022, a few hours before the Russian invasion began. Civilian aircraft may be 
mistakenly recognized or even directly attacked, according to a Conflict Zone Information Bulletin 
(CZIB) released by the European aviation authority EASA. The UK made the decision to exclude 
Russian airplanes from using its airspace on February 25. On February 27, the European Union and 
Canada banned all Russian aircraft, including both commercial and private ones, from using their 
airspace. Many airlines were compelled to change or cancel flights to Asian destinations as a result of 
Russia's reciprocal prohibition. On March 1, the US imposed a comparable embargo. Aeroflot 
canceled all of its pending foreign flights (apart from those to Minsk, Belarus) on March 8 owing to 
airspace constraints and to reduce the "risk" of aircraft being seized by lessors. Finnair began flying 
over the North Pole on March 9 in order to avoid Russian airspace, marking the first time in close to 
30 years that a polar route has been utilized for commercial flights. A study of routes between Europe 
and Asia revealed increased travel distances of between 1200 and 4000 km, decreased flight 
frequency to some destinations, and the elimination of other routes. 



 

NATO's Response to Russia's Invasion of Ukraine 

Following the Russian invasion of Ukraine, NATO convened three exceptional meetings in quick 
succession: an emergency NATO summit, meetings of the defense and foreign ministers, both of 
which included partners. The leaders of NATO referred to Russia's invasion of Ukraine as the 
"gravest danger to Euro-Atlantic security in decades" and strongly denounced it. They emphasized 
that Russia ought to end the invasion and remove its troops from Ukraine right away. Reiterating their 
commitment to thwarting Russian efforts to undermine the cornerstones of global peace and stability, 
the Allies vowed to protect their 30 allies and "every inch of Allied territory." NATO reaffirmed its 
commitment to the Alliance's collective defense provision, Article 5, and stressed its unwavering 
unity and resolve in fighting Russian aggression. The Alliance emphasized that it supports the 
Ukrainian people and their legitimate, democratically elected president, parliament, and government 
while denouncing Russia's decision to recognize the separatist territories in eastern Ukraine. Allies 
urged Russia to take an active part in honest discussions. NATO reiterated its dedication to its open-
door policy as well. Moscow made demands in the form of draft security pacts in December 2021, 
which the US and NATO rejected. Moscow wanted NATO to withdraw its forces from eastern 
Europe and end its policy of having an open door for potential members like Ukraine. 

Sanctions are being imposed and arms and military hardware are being sent outside of the NATO 
framework. NATO has emphasized several times that it is a defensive alliance and that a 
confrontation with Russia is not its goal. It has decided against implementing a no-fly zone over 
Ukraine, which would increase the possibility of the situation worsening and spreading to other 
NATO Allies in Europe, or even even starting World War III, though analysts say the latter is 
improbable. NATO has further reaffirmed that it would not send troops to Ukraine. NATO has also 
cautioned Russia to avoid "nuclear sabre-rattling" and warned that any use of chemical weapons will 
have serious repercussions. A careful balancing of NATO's defensive role, credibility, and the need to 
prevent escalation has therefore been the organization's policy. Uncertainty surrounds NATO's claims 
that it is aiding in the coordination of relief requests and supporting Allies in providing humanitarian 
and non-lethal supplies. Additionally, NATO has consistently stated its support for individual NATO 
Allies supplying Ukraine with arms and military hardware. Allies including the United States, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, and EU member states have sent Ukraine equipment and munitions. At 



the meeting of foreign ministers on April 6-7, NATO decided to reinforce and maintain its support for 
Ukraine in response to a directive from its leaders. In terms of providing military assistance and 
weaponry, allies promised to do more. NATO committed to stepping up its practical assistance to 
regional allies, such as Georgia (e.g., on situational awareness and cyber issues) and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (new defense capacity-building package), as well as to stepping up its practical and 
political cooperation with allies in the Asia-Pacific region (Australia, Japan, South Korea, and New 
Zealand) on matters like fending off disinformation and cyberthreats. The ministers concurred that the 
next NATO Strategic Concept, which is expected to be adopted at the Madrid Summit in June 2022, 
must lay out parameters for the Alliance's future relations with Russia and offer a road map for the 
Alliance's adaptation to a more dynamic and competitive world. 

By deploying components of the NATO Response Force, a global rapid-response force, NATO has 
greatly improved its defense and deterrent capabilities in response to Russia's assault on Ukraine. 
There are presently 40 000 troops stationed on the Alliance's eastern flank under direct NATO 
command as a consequence of significant reinforcement by NATO Allies. In addition, 130 allied 
fighter planes and 140 allied ships are present in the area, along with national troop and weapon 
deployments by Allies, including the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, and European 
allies. Most importantly, the number of US troops stationed in Europe (including western Europe) has 
increased, with 15,000 more since February 2022. This brings the total number of US troops stationed 
in Europe (including western Europe) to 100,000. Leaders decided to create four more multinational 
battlegroups in Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, and Slovakia, increasing the total to eight, during the 
extraordinary NATO Summit on March 24. The "largest strengthening of Alliance collective defense 
in a generation" is represented by this deployment. These may be immediately strengthened according 
to NATO's rapid reinforcement concept. Jens Stoltenberg, the secretary-general of NATO, has 
declared that the Alliance is attempting to expand its military presence in the east. Following Russia's 
annexation of Crimea in 2014, NATO has already made the decision to strengthen its deterrent 
posture in the east. Additionally, it resolved to strengthen NATO's forward presence on its eastern 
flank at the 2016 Warsaw Summit, which is a crucial part of NATO's deterrence and defense posture 
as well as a reassuring step. The first four multinational battlegroups were sent to Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, and Poland in 2017. 

 

Ukraine and NATO Ties 

Ukraine is not a member of NATO. President Volodymyr Zelenskyy recently acknowledged that 
Ukraine will not seek NATO membership, a fact that has been "implicitly true" for a long time, due to 
opposition from several NATO Allies who are concerned about the potential for escalating tensions 
with Russia. In 2008, NATO had assured Ukraine that it would one day join NATO. A Membership 
Action Plan, a crucial element in the NATO membership process, was in reality never presented to 
Ukraine. Despite this, NATO upholds its open-door policy because to do otherwise would be a 
violation of its founding treaty, go against the tenets of the European security order, and place the 
responsibility for growing tensions on NATO enlargement. Since Ukraine's 1991 admission to the 
North Atlantic Cooperation Council, relations have existed. Ukraine joined Partnership for Peace, a 
useful program of bilateral cooperation with NATO, in 1994. In order to manage Ukraine's "Euro-
Atlantic integration process," the NATO-Ukraine Commission (NUC) was founded in 1997. Under its 
supervision, cooperation takes place in a number of areas, such as the development of cyber 
capabilities, interoperability measures, training, security and defense reform, and participation in 
exercises, all with the purpose of boosting Ukraine's capacity for self-defense. Ukraine actively 
participates in NATO-led operations and missions; most recently, Ukrainian special forces received 
praise for their assistance in the evacuation of 96 Afghans and Ukrainians under danger from Kabul. 
In 2020, Ukraine joined Australia, Finland, Georgia, Jordan, and Sweden as one of six "Enhanced 



Opportunities Partners," giving it improved access to interoperability programs, exercises, and 
information-sharing. This was done in honor of Ukraine's strong commitment to NATO. 

 

Which NATO Countries Are Helping Ukraine in What Ways? 

NATO nations have promised Ukraine air defense systems worth millions of dollars to defend against 
Russian missile and "kamikaze" drone assaults on cities, villages, and civilian targets including power 
plants. The first four Iris-T air infrared-guided air defense system units that Germany is supplying to 
Ukraine, which can take down drones, cruise missiles, and planes, have reportedly already arrived. 
The NASAMS system, which can also shoot down drones, cruise missiles, and planes, would be sent 
from the US, according to a guarantee. Air defense systems are also coming from the Netherlands, 
Canada, France, the UK, and Canada. Additionally, since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February, 
the Nato nations have been supplying Ukraine a sizable number of armaments. Weapons worth more 
than $15 billion have been delivered to Ukraine by the US, including the long-range Himars system, 
Javelin anti-tank missiles, howitzers, and Switchblade "kamikaze" drones. Nearly a fifth of the 
armaments used by Ukraine come from Poland, including T-72 tanks and missiles for its fighter 
planes. It has updated some of the Soviet-era equipment it has donated to make it more effective. The 
UK has provided MLRS long-range missile systems and NLAW anti-tank weaponry. Self-propelled 
anti-aircraft guns and transportable surface-to-air missiles are examples of German-made weapons. 
Caesar has received self-propelled weapons from France. NATO members are also giving Ukrainian 
soldiers significant training. 

Since Ukraine is not a member of Nato, its member nations have refrained from deploying troops 
there despite being required to do so by Article 5 of the alliance's charter in the event of an attack. 
Leading Nato nations like the US are afraid that doing so will bring them into direct conflict with 
Russia and spark a larger conflict. They have also declined to enforce a no-fly zone above the nation 
for the same reason. On the other hand, there are around 40,000 NATO soldiers stationed in eastern 
Europe, on the soil of alliance nations like Lithuania and Poland, while another 300,000 soldiers are 
on "high alert." According to Russian media agencies, President Vladimir Putin said that there are 
armed formations in Ukraine "under the de facto leadership of Western experts." The fact that foreign 
fighters have enlisted in Ukrainian armed forces is widely known. There is, however, no proof that 
there are active NATO personnel present. 

According to Article 4 of the NATO charter, the alliance may hold negotiations if one of its members 
feels threatened by another nation or terrorist organization. After Russia invaded Ukraine in February, 
Poland and the Baltic states used Article 4 for the last time. After two of its nationals were killed on 
November 15 when missiles targeted Poland's soil, the country is reportedly thinking of doing so once 
again. 

How the War in Ukraine Is Resonating Throughout the World 

The battle will hinder growth and drive-up prices, dealing a serious blow to the world economy. 
Beyond the hardship and humanitarian disaster brought on by Russia's invasion of Ukraine, slower 
development and higher prices will have an impact on the whole world economy. There are three 
basic avenues via which impacts will move. One is that increased inflation due to increasing pricing 
for necessities like food and electricity will erode the purchasing power of earnings and reduce 
demand. Two, a historic increase in refugee movements will put a strain on nearby economies, which 
will have to deal with interrupted supply chains, remittances, and commerce. Third, lower asset values 
will result from investor uncertainty and lowered company confidence, tightening financial conditions 
and perhaps causing capital outflows from developing countries. Major producers of commodities, 
Russia and Ukraine have seen their prices surge due to interruptions, particularly for natural gas and 



oil. Food prices have increased, with wheat prices reaching a record, with Ukraine and Russia 
accounting for 30% of world exports. 

Countries with direct trade, tourist, and financial exposures will face extra pressures on top of global 
spillovers. Although some exporters, such as those in the Middle East and Africa, may gain from 
higher prices, economies that rely on oil imports would see greater fiscal and trade deficits and 
increased inflation pressure. In some areas, including Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, the 
Caucasus, and Central Asia, steeper price rises for food and gasoline may lead to a larger risk of 
instability, while food insecurity is likely to worsen in several areas of Africa and the Middle East. It 
is difficult to gauge these effects, but we already anticipate that our growth projections will be cut 
next month when we provide a more complete picture in our World Economic Outlook and regional 
evaluations. Longer term, the conflict might radically change the world's economic and geopolitical 
structure if commerce in energy changes, supply lines are reconfigured, payment networks are 
disintegrated, and nations' reserve currency holdings are reexamined. The risks of economic 
fragmentation are further increased by rising geopolitical friction, particularly in trade and 
technology. 

In Ukraine, the cost is already quite high. Unprecedented sanctions on Russia would surely hinder 
trade and financial intermediation, leading to a severe recession there. The population's living 
standards are being further lowered by inflation, which is being fueled by the ruble's devaluation. 
Russia is a crucial source of natural gas imports; hence energy is the primary spillover channel for 
Europe. The consequences might include further supply-chain disruptions. These consequences will 
increase inflation and impede the pandemic's recovery. There will be an increase in refugees and 
increased funding expenses in Eastern Europe. According to figures from the UN, it has taken in the 
majority of the 3 million refugees who recently evacuated Ukraine. Additional expenditures for 
defense and energy security may put budgetary strain on European nations. Despite being small by 
global standards, foreign exposures to Russian asset declines, pressures on developing markets might 
increase as investors seek for safer havens. Similar to this, the majority of European banks have 
manageable and moderate direct exposures to Russia. 

The recession in Russia and the sanctions will have a bigger impact on Central Asia countries than on 
Europe. Reduced trade, remittances, investment, and tourism will have a negative impact on economic 
growth, inflation, and the external and fiscal accounts. While increased global prices for commodities 
should be advantageous for exporters of those goods, they run the danger of having less energy 
exports if sanctions are extended to Russian pipelines. 

Higher food and energy costs as well as tighter global financial conditions are anticipated to have 
significant knock-on impacts. For instance, Egypt imports roughly 80% of its wheat from Russia and 
the Ukraine. Additionally, as it is a well-liked vacation spot for both, less money will be spent there. 
Inflation-control measures like increasing government subsidies might put stress on the fiscal 
accounts, which are already fragile. Additionally, for nations with high debt levels and significant 
financing needs, deteriorating external financing circumstances might encourage capital flight and 
exacerbate growth hindrances. In certain nations, such as those with poor social safety nets, scant 
employment possibilities, little budgetary space, and unpopular administrations, rising prices may 
exacerbate social tensions. 

This catastrophe jeopardizes the steady recovery that Africa was making from the epidemic. Due to 
rising oil and food costs, decreased tourism, and probable access issues to global finance markets, 
several nations in the area are especially susceptible to the repercussions of the conflict. Conflict 
arises when most nations' policy options to mitigate the impacts of the shock are at their most limited. 
This is expected to exacerbate socioeconomic pressures, the vulnerability of the public debt, and the 
pandemic-related scarring that has already affected millions of people and businesses. For an area that 



imports around 85% of its supply, with a third coming from Russia or Ukraine, record wheat prices 
are especially worrisome. 

 

The primary channels for spillovers, which might be significant in some situations, are food and 
energy costs. High commodity prices are anticipated to considerably accelerate Latin America and the 
Caribbean's already-rapidly rising inflation rate of 8%, which is already present in the region's five 
major economies: Brazil, Mexico, Chile, Colombia, and Peru. The credibility of central banks in 
battling inflation may need to be further defended. The consequences of expensive goods on growth 
varies. Importers from Central America and the Caribbean suffer as a result of rising oil prices, while 
exporters of metals, maize, wheat, copper, oil, and other commodities can raise their prices and lessen 
the effect on growth. Although financial circumstances are still generally positive, escalating conflict 
may lead to global financial turmoil, which will impact on GDP in combination with stricter domestic 
monetary policy. Although there won't be many direct impacts because of the United States' lack of 
linkages to Russia and Ukraine, inflation was already at a four-decade high before the war raised 
commodities prices. Therefore, when the Federal Reserve begins to raise interest rates, prices might 
continue to rise. 



 

Given the lack of strong economic linkages, spillovers from Russia are probably minimal, but slower 
development in Europe and the global economy will have a significant negative impact on key 
exporters. The ASEAN nations that import petroleum, India, and emerging economies, including 
certain Pacific Islands, will see the largest repercussions on current accounts. The decline in tourism 
in countries dependent on Russian travel may make this situation worse. Because fiscal stimulus will 
support this year's objective of 5.5 percent growth and Russia only purchases a tiny portion of China's 
exports, the immediate repercussions should be less severe for China. The issues are still exacerbated 
by rising commodity prices and declining export market demand. Japan and Korea are seeing similar 
spillovers, however new oil subsidies might mitigate the effects. Increased energy costs will drive up 
India's inflation, which is already beyond the central bank's goal range. Japan and Korea are seeing 
similar spillovers, however new oil subsidies might mitigate the effects. Increased energy costs will 
drive up India's inflation, which is already beyond the central bank's goal range. 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has already had a profound impact on not just those countries but on the 
rest of the region and the whole globe, underscoring the necessity of a global safety net and regional 
agreements to protect economies. IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva recently told reporters 
at a conference in Washington that "we live in a more shock-prone society." And in order to deal with 
impending shocks, we need the strength of the group. There are already definite indications that the 
war and the ensuing increase in the price of necessities will make it more difficult for policymakers in 
some countries to strike the delicate balance between controlling inflation and assisting the economic 
recovery from the pandemic, even though some effects may not become fully apparent for many 
years. 
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