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I.		 Letter	From	Secretary-Generals	

After an eventful 2 years, we are back and we are excited to invite all of you to the 6th edition of 

SOBILMUN.


As the world, we have lost countless significant key points of our lives because of the pandemic. 

Our excitement snuffed, our joy disintegrated and our hope, lost. The darkness in these moments 

clouded us all, even the brightest person. Thankfully we have overcame the situation and once 

again are trying to live our lives to the fullest.


This virus has affected many students, nipping their way to socialize and improve themselves, in 

the bud. Our freedom was taken from us. We want to once again emphasize that those chains 

which held us captive will and has been broken. Once again free, we are returning with all the 

excitement and passion that has been saved up inside of all of us. We hope to cultivate the same 

passion in your hearts.


We are honored to host twelve distinct committees which are carefully crafted by our academic 

team, considering the minutest detail, taking into consideration key topics from all around the 

world and threading them into our committees. We all want to prepare an unforgettable 

experience for everyone participating, therefore creating the best possible debate environment is 

extremely important. 


Our fire of peace still continues to burn within all of our past participants. Our aim is to light it 

once again in many more hearts.


Sincerely,


Aras Köseoğlu & Agâh Yusuf Zal
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II.		 Letter	From	Under-Secretary-General	

As	 	the	USG	of	the	committee,	 	I	put	a	lot	of	effort	on	this	study	guide	to	make	it	as	clear	as	it	

can	 be.	 In	 order	 to	 make	 the	 guide	 more	 comprehensive	 for	 the	 delegates	 to	 have	 a	 full	

knowledge	 of	 the	 issue,	 I	 added	 the	 whole	 historical	 background	 of	 the	 conquest	 and	

answered	the	possible	questions	you	may	ask.	There	are	separate	titles	for	each	of	the	battles	

that	took	place	during	the	Norman	Conquest	which	will	help	you	to	forge	a	link	between	your	

own	ideas	and	knowledge	while	reading.	I	gave	a	detailed	information	about	all	the	characters	

in	 the	committee.	 I	want	you	to	read	the	study	guide	heedfully	and	 identify	yourselves	with	

your	 characters.	 Try	 to	 have	 the	 conquest	 taped	 in	 your	 mind	 and	 know	 your	 character’s	

background	in	order	to	be	active	during	the	sessions.	I	have	no	doubts	that	you	all	are	going	to	

come	up	with	too	many	amazing	ideas	and	directives	throughout	these	four	days.	I	am	totally	

sure	that	the	committee	will	be	so	fun	and	the	crises	will	be	marvelous.		

I f	 you	 have	 any	 inquires ,	 do	 not	 hesitate	 to	 contact	 me	 via	 my	 email ,		

minaerdogmus@gmail.com	

Best	Wishes,	Mina	Erdoğmuş	
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III.	 Agenda	Item:	Open	Agenda	
	 a)Introduction	

HOW	DID	IT	ALL	BEGIN		?	

	 One	 of	 the	most	 inYluential	monarchies	 in	 the	 history	 of	 England	began	 in	 1066	C.E.	

with	the	Norman	Conquest	led	by	William,	the	Duke	of	Normandy.	England	would	forever	be	

changed	 politically,	 economically,	 and	 socially	 as	 a	 result.	 The	 conquest	 was	 personal	 to	

William.	He	was	once	promised	a	higher	title,	 the	king	of	England.	But	ultimately,	after	King	

Edward	 of	 England	 died	 without	 an	 heir	 in	 January	 1066,	 his	 brother-in-law	 Harold	

Godwinson	 assumed	 the	 throne.	 Believing	 he	 had	 a	 better	 claim	 to	 the	 title	 of	 king	 than	

Harold,	William,	the	duke	of	Normandy,	gathered	an	army	and	launched	an	attack	on	England.	

Not	only	were	Harold	and	William	in	a	power	struggle	but	there	were	other	challengers	to	the	

throne	 as	 well,	 including	 Harald	 III	 of	 Norway	 and	 Harold	 Godwinson’s	 brother,	 Tostig.	

Strategy	 combined	 with	 a	 critical	 weather	 delay	 resulted	 in	William	 invading	 the	 south	 of	

England	just	days	after	Harald	III	attempted	to	strife	for	a	crown.	Harald	III	had	unsuccessfully	

attempted	to	wrestle	the	crown	away	from	Harold,	perishing	 in	the	process.	Harold’s	troops	

could	not	rest	and	spent	 the	next	 two	weeks	marching	south	 to	meet	William.	The	Battle	of	

Hastings	in	October	of	1066,	an	intense	and	decisive	battle	in	East	Sussex	that	resulted	in	the	

death	 of	 Harold,	 made	 William	 the	 only	 remaining	 heir	 to	 the	 crown.	 Then	 William,	 the	

conqueror	was	crowned	on	Christmas	Day	and	thus	uniting	the	rule	of	England	and	Normandy	

in	himself.	William’s	invasion	is	considered	the	last	successful	conquest	of	England.	Early	on,	

King	William	endured	many	invasions,	attacks,	rebellions,	and	threats.	He	survived	through	a	

series	 of	 military	 victories	 and	 controversial	 tactics	 such	 as	 his	 devastating	 “harrying	 the	

north”	 policy.	 This	 policy	 involved	damaging	 the	 land	 in	 the	north	 to	minimize	 the	 chances	

that	 rebel	 groups	 could	 strengthen	 and	 challenge	 his	 army.	 English	 culture	 changed	

dramatically	as	well.	William	replaced	the	English	landowning	elite	with	Norman	landowners,	
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resulting	 in	 the	 Yirst	 steps	 toward	 feudalism	 (a	 political	 and	 economical	 system	where	 the	

lords	owned	land	and	vassals	worked	on	it)	William	also	directly	redistributed	land	to	these	

people,	 often	 in	 return	 for	 military	 service.	 William	 ordered	 that	 this	 new	 system	 of	 land	

ownership	 be	 recorded	 in	 a	 comprehensive	manuscript,	 known	 as	 the	 Domesday	 Book.	 He	

also	replaced	the	church	elite,	which	was	mainly	made	up	of	Anglo-Saxons,	with	his	Norman	

supporters.	 Furthermore,	 the	 introduction	 of	 the	 French	 language	 into	 elite	 English	 circles	

inYluenced	English	vocabulary	and	composition.		

	 	

	 The	 results	 of	 the	 Norman	 Conquest	 linked	 England	 to	 France	 in	 the	 years	 that	

followed.	 In	 addition,	 the	 language	 changed	 too,	 as	 French	 became	 the	 language	 most	

commonly	used	in	legal	and	administrative	circles.	Still	today,	the	motto	on	the	British	Coat	of	

Arms	 is	not	 in	English	but	 in	French:	 “ Dieu	et	mon	droit	 ”	 (God	and	my	right).	The	French	

inYluence	was	 also	 felt	 in	 politics,	 as	William	 and	 his	 noblemen	 retained	 an	 interest	 in	 the	

affairs	of	France	and	the	European	continent.	

b)Background	

	 i)Normans/Vikings	

DID	THE	NORMANS	CONSIDER	THEMSELVES	AS	VIKINGS	?	

	 The	 Normans	 were	 a	 group	 of	 people	 who	 descended	 from	 the	 Norwegian	 Vikings.	

They	came	to	settle	in	the	north	of	France.	As	a	result,	the	Normans	were	made	up	of	Vikings	

and	 native	 people	 to	 the	 region.	 From	 the	 eighth	 century,	 Vikings	 terrorized	 continental	

European	coastlines	with	raids	and	plundering,	and	that's	initially	how	the	Normans	started.	

However,	During	the	later	9th	century	their	raids	on	the	northern	and	western	coastlands	of	

France	 grew	 in	 scale	 and	 frequency,	 and	 the	 Vikings	 had	 secured	 a	 permanent	 foothold	 on	

Frankish	soil	in	the	valley	of	the	lower	Seine	River	by	about	900.	Over	time,	the	region	began	

to	become	known	as	"Normandy",	based	on	a	simpliYied	version	of	"Norsemen",	as	the	Vikings	
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became	 increasingly	 established	 in	 the	 region,	 and	 cultural	 exchange	 between	 both	 groups	

became	more	 common.	 Finally,	 things	 became	 formalized:	 the	 Normans'	 right	 to	 their	 new	

territory	was	ofYicially	established	by	a	911	 treaty	between	King	Charles	 III	of	West	Francia	

and	Rollo,	the	leader	of	the	Vikings.	

	 Under	 this	 agreement,	 known	 as	 the	 Treaty	 of	 Saint-Clair-sur-Epte,	 Charles	 granted	

land	along	the	lower	Seine	river	in	return	for	Rollo’s	assurances	that	his	people	would	defend	

the	 area	 from	 other	 Vikings	 and	 that	 they	 would	 convert	 to	 Christianity.	 The	 territory	

allocated	 to	 the	Normans	was	 then	expanded	by	Rudolph,	King	of	France,	 and	within	a	 few	

generations	 a	 distinct	 “Norman	 identity”	 had	 emerged,	 the	 result	 of	 the	 Viking	 settlers	

intermarrying	with	 the	so-called	“native”	Frankish-Celtic	population.	 In	 the	 later	part	of	 the	

10th	 century,	 the	 region	 began	 to	 take	 the	 shape	 of	 a	 duchy,	with	 Richard	 II	 becoming	 the	

area’s	Yirst	duke.	Richard	was	the	grandfather	of	the	man	who	would	later	become	the	most	

famous	Norman	of	them	all:	William	the	Conqueror.	

ii)Anglo-Saxons	

WHO		WERE		THE		ANGLO-SAXONS	?	

	 The	Anglo-Saxons	were	migrants	from	northern	Europe	who	settled	in	England	in	the	

Yifth	 and	 sixth	 centuries.	 Initially	 comprising	 many	 small	 groups	 and	 divided	 into	 several	

kingdoms,	the	Anglo-Saxons	were	Yinally	joined	into	a	single	political	realm	–	the	kingdom	of	

England	 –	 during	 the	 reign	 of	 	 King	 Athelstan	 (	 the	 Yirst	 ruler	 of	 the	 whole	 kingdom	 of	

England	 ).	 They	 remained	 the	 dominant	 political	 force	 until	 the	 last	 king	 of	 Anglo-Saxon	

England,	Harold	 II,	was	killed	by	 the	Normans	at	 the	Battle	of	Hastings	 in	1066.	They	came	

from	three	very	powerful	Germanic	peoples,	the	Saxons,	Angles	and	Jutes.	The	people	of	Kent	
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and	the	inhabitants	of	the	Isle	of	Wight	are	of	Jutish	origin	and	also	those	opposite	the	Isle	of	

Wight,	that	is	part	of	the	kingdom	of		Wessex	which	is	still	today	called	the	nation	of	the	Jutes.	

	 There	 was	 a	 third	 player	 in	 the	 deadly	 game	 for	 who	 would	 win	 the	 kingdom	 of	

England.	King	Harald	Hardrada,	aka	Harald	III	of	Norway,	had	just	as	dubious	a	claim	to	Harold	

Godwinson's	crown	as	William	had.	Hardrada	was	assisted	by	Tostig,	the	Earl	of	Northumbria,	

brother	and	great	rival	of	Harold.		 	 	

	 	 His	 ships	 harried	 the	 southern	 and	 eastern	 coasts	 of	 England.	 Escaping	 to	

Scotland,	 Tostig	 eventually	 ended	 up	 in	 Norway,	 where	 he	 saw	 Hardrada	 as	 the	 ticket	 to	

wresting	the	throne	from	his	brother.	His	army	may	have	numbered	around	12,000	warriors.	

Landing	off	the	northeast	coast	of	England	near	the	mouth	of	the	River	Tyne	on	8	September,	

Hardrada	was	there	 joined	by	a	small	 Yleet	of	perhaps	12	ships	commanded	by	Tostig.	From	

there	the	two	Yleets	sailed	south	and	eventually	landed	at	Riccall,	just	16	km	(10	miles)	from	

the	key	city	of	York.	The	threat	to	Harold	Godwinson	was	self-evident	but,	timed	as	it	was	just	

when	William	was	planning	to	invade	in	the	south,	the	Anglo-Saxon	king's	crown	was	now	in	

real	danger.		
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c)Battles	of	the	Norman	Conquest	

	 i)The	Battle	Of	Stamford	Bridge	

THE		BATTLE		OF		STAMFORD		BRIDGE	:	 	

	 The	Yirst	of	the	three	major	battles	of	1066	was	at	Fulford	Gate,	an	uncertain	location	

somewhere	near	York.	On	20	September,	an	Anglo-Saxon	army	led	by	Eadwine	(Ealdorman	of	

Sussex),	 	 clashed	with	Hardrada's	army.	The	king	of	Norway	was	victorious	but	Harold	was	

already	 on	 his	way	north	with	 a	 second	 army	which	 included	his	 elite	 force	 of	 up	 to	 3,000	

housecarls.	On	25	September	Harold's	army	met	Hardrada's	force	at	Stamford	Bridge,	a	wide	

meadow	somewhere	to	the	east	of	the	River	Derwent.		The	Yighting	was	over	within	a	day,	and	

both	Hardrada	and	Tostig	were	killed.	The	battle	was	a	complete	victory	for	Harold,	with	the	

Anglo-Saxon	 Chronicle	 recording	 that	 there	 were	 only	 enough	 survivors	 from	 the	 invading	

army	 to	 Yill	 24	 ships,	which	 sailed	 back	 home	 under	 the	 command	 of	Hardrada's	 son,	 Olaf.	

Harold	had	seen	off	one	of	the	players	for	his	crown	but	it	was	the	more	dangerous	of	his	two	

rivals	who	now	had	to	be	faced	in	the	south.	

Throughout	 the	 summer	William	 had	 been	 busy	 amassing	 a	 Yleet	 on	 the	 northern	 coast	 of	

France	near	Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme.	A	contemporary	Norman	source	puts	the	total	number	

of	ships	at	776,	but	this	is	likely	an	exaggeration.	The	Norman	warriors	were	motivated	by	the	

promise	of	booty	and	lands	in	the	conquered	

territory	but	they	were	also	paid	by	William	

during	the	summer	preparation	period.	The	

total	 force	 is	 unknown,	 but	most	 historians	

suggest	 a	 Yigure	 of	 5-8,000	 men,	 which	

included	1-2,000	cavalry.	
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	 On	28	September	1066,	William	and	his	 invasion	army	landed	at	Pevensey	 in	Sussex,	

southern	England,	where	there	was	a	good	harbor	and	the	added	advantage	of	an	old	Roman	

fort	 which,	 refortiYied	 by	 William,	 provided	 some	 protection	 for	 the	 army's	 camp.	 What	

William	could	not	have	known,	though,	was	which	king	had	won	the	Battle	of	Stamford	Bridge	

and	 who	 his	 opponent	 might	 be.	 Then	 news	 came	 of	 Harold's	 victory	 and	 that	 he	 was	

marching	south.	Harold	arrived	in	London	on	6	October	and	mustered	his	army,	gathering	at	

Caldebec	Hill,	13	km	(8	miles)	north	of	Hastings,	on	the	13th.	The	two	armies	met	on	14th	of	

October	 1066,	 William's	 force	 having	 advanced	 Yirst	 to	 reach	 Harold's	 camp	 early	 in	 the	

morning.	William's	forces	took	up	position	to	the	south	of	the	ridge	in	three	infantry	divisions:	

Bretons,	Normans,	and	French,	all	with	a	line	of	archers	and	several	crossbowmen	in	front	and	

the	cavalry	held	in	reserve	at	the	rear.	
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ii)The	Battle	Of	Hastings	

THE		BATTLE		OF		HASTINGS	:	

	 The	Battle	of	Hastings	was	fought	for	the	crown	of	England	between	William,	Duke	of	

Normandy	 and	 the	 recently	 enthroned	 Harold	 Godwinson.	 The	 English	 army,	 led	 by	 King	

Harold,	took	up	their	position	on	Senlac	Hill	near	Hastings	on	the	morning	of	the	14th	October	

1066.	Harold’s	 exhausted	and	depleted	Saxon	 troops	had	been	 forced	 to	march	 southwards	

following	 the	bitter,	bloody	battle	 to	capture	Stamford	Bridge	 in	Yorkshire	only	days	earlier.	

William	attacked	with	cavalry	as	well	as	infantry;	in	the	classic	English	manner,	Harold’s	well-

trained	troops	all	fought	on	foot	behind	their	mighty	shield	wall.		

	 The	Normans	Yirst	launched	a	barrage	of	arrows,	with	the	Anglo-Saxons	responding	by	

hurling	a	hail	of	stone	axes	at	the	enemy	infantry	as	 it	 tried	to	climb	the	ridge.	The	Norman	

cavalry	was	then	sent	in	but	was	hampered	by	the	terrain	and	slope	so,	they	were	repelled	by	

the	Saxon	shield	wall.	William,	however,	was	unhurt,	and	he	raised	his	visor	and	rode	amongst	

his	men	to	show	that	he	was	still	alive	and	in	command	of	the	situation.	The	Yighting	continued	

for	most	of	the	day	with	the	shield	wall	unbroken.	It	is	said	that	it	was	the	sight	of	retreating	

Normans	which	 Yinally	 lured	 the	English	 away	 from	 their	 defensive	positions	 as	 they	broke	

ranks	 in	 pursuit	 of	 the	 enemy.	 Once	 their	 carefully	 organized	 formation	 was	 broken,	 the	

English	were	vulnerable	to	cavalry	attack.	The	superiority	of	the	Norman	cavalry	against	the	

Anglo-Saxon	 infantry	 was	 gradually	 winning	 the	 day,	 and	 now	 that	 their	 numbers	 were	

reduced,	there	were	not	enough	Anglo-Saxons	to	defend	the	ridge.	It	was	at	this	point	that	the	

depleted	number	of	 the	best-trained	 troops,	 the	housecarls,	must	 surely	have	been	a	 telling	

factor.	In	a	Yinal	cavalry	charge,	Harold	and	other	Saxon	leaders,	including	the	king's	brothers	

Gurth	and	Leofwine	were	killed.	Harold's	death,	 at	 least	 in	 tradition,	was	caused	 Yirst	by	an	

arrow	to	the	eye,	then	he	was	knocked	over	by	a	cavalry	charge,	and	Yinally	hacked	to	pieces	
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by	 Norman	 swords	 as	 he	 lay	 prone	 on	 the	 ground.	 The	 remaining	 Anglo-Saxons	 fought	 a	

valiant	 rearguard	 action	 as	 they	 retreated	 to	 a	 nearby	 hill,	 the	 Malfosse,	 but	 they	 were	

eventually	wiped	out	 and	 total	 victory	was	William’s.	William	 the	Conqueror,	 as	 he	became	

known,	 was	 crowned	 William	 I,	 king	 of	 England	 on	 Christmas	 Day	 of	 the	 same	 year	 at	

Westminster	Abbey,	bringing	an	end	to	500	years	of	Saxon	rule.	William,	though,	did	have	to	

struggle	 for	 Yive	 more	 years	 -	 winning	 battles	 against	 rebels	 in	 the	 north	 of	 England	 and	

building	Norman	motte	and	bailey	castles	everywhere	 -	before	he	completely	controlled	his	

new	 realm.	 The	 demise	 of	 both	 the	 Anglo-Saxons	 and	 the	 Vikings	 in	 the	 battles	 of	 1066	

ushered	 in	 a	 new	 era	 of	 history	 in	 northern	 Europe	 and	 England,	 in	 particular,	 where	 the	

Normans	 replaced	 the	 Anglo-Saxon	 ruling	 elite,	 the	 Church	was	 similarly	 restructured,	 and	

much	closer	ties	with	continental	Europe	were	established,	especially	with	France,	something	

which	would	have	a	tremendous	bearing	on	the	history	of	the	two	countries	over	the	following	

centuries.	

	 This	battle	changed	the	entire	course	of	not	just	English,	but	European	history.	England	

would	henceforth	be	ruled	by	an	oppressive	foreign	aristocracy,	which	in	turn	would	inYluence	

the	entire	ecclesiastical	and	political	institutions	of		Christendom.		

Here	is	the	link	for	a	BattleYield	Map		:	 https://www.battleYieldstrust.com/media/316.pdf	

IV.Characters	
		

	CHARACTERS		OF		THE		NORMAN		CONQUEST		:	

DUKE		WILLIAM	(	William	I	“The	Conqueror”	)	:	

	 Born	around	1028,	William	was	the	illegitimate	son	of	Duke	Robert	I	of	Normandy	and	

Herleve.	On	his	father's	death	in	1035,	William	was	recognized	by	his	family	as	the	heir	-	an	

exception	to	the	general	rule	that	illegitimacy	barred	succession.	His	great-uncle	looked	after	

 12

https://www.worldhistory.org/Motte_and_Bailey_Castle/
https://www.worldhistory.org/Vikings/
https://www.worldhistory.org/europe/
https://www.battlefieldstrust.com/media/316.pdf


the	Duchy	until	1037,	and	his	overlord,	King	Henry	I	of	France,	knighted	him	at	the	age	of	15.	

From	1047	onwards,	William	successfully	dealt	with	rebellion	inside	Normandy	involving	his	

kinsmen	 and	 threats	 from	neighboring	nobles,	 including	 attempted	 invasions	by	his	 former	

ally	 King	Henry	 I	 of	 France	 in	 1054	 and	 1057.	William's	military	 successes	 and	 reputation	

helped	him	to	negotiate	his	marriage	to	Mathilda,	daughter	of	Count	Baldwin	V	of	Flanders.	At	

the	 time	 of	 his	 invasion	 of	 England,	William	was	 a	 very	 experienced	 and	 ruthless	 military	

commander,	ruler	and	administrator	who	had	uniYied	Normandy	and	inspired	fear	and	respect	

outside	his	duchy.	William's	 claim	 to	 the	English	 throne	was	based	on	his	 assertion	 that,	 in	

1051,	Edward	the	Confessor	had	promised	him	the	throne	and	that	Harold	II	-	having	sworn	in	

1064	 to	 uphold	 William's	 right	 to	 succeed	 to	 that	 throne	 -	 was	 therefore	 a	 usurper.		

Furthermore,	William	had	the	support	of	Emperor	Henry	IV	and	papal	approval.	William	took	

seven	months	to	prepare	his	invasion	force,	using	some	600	transport	ships	to	carry	around	

7,000	 men	 (including	 2,000-3,000	 cavalry)	 across	 the	 Channel.	 During	 a	 Norman	 assault,	

Harold	was	killed	-	hit	by	an	arrow	and	then	mowed	down	by	the	sword	of	a	mounted	knight.	

Two	of	his	brothers	were	also	killed.		
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	 	William	was	 crowned	on	Christmas	Day	1066	 in	Westminster	Abbey.	 Three	months	

later,	he	was	conYident	enough	to	return	to	Normandy	leaving	two	joint	regents	(one	of	whom	

was	 his	 half-brother	 Odo,	 Bishop	 of	 Bayeux,	 who	 was	 later	 to	 commission	 the	 Bayeux	

Tapestry)	behind	to	administer	the	kingdom.	However,	it	took	William	six	years	to	consolidate	

his	conquest,	and	even	then	he	had	to	face	constant	plotting	and	Yighting	on	both	sides	of	the	

Channel.	In	1068,	Harold's	illegitimate	sons	raided	the	southwest	coast	of	England	(dealt	with	

by	William's	 local	commanders),	and	there	were	uprisings	in	the	Welsh	Marches,	Devon	and	

Cornwall.	William	appointed	earls	who,	 in	Wales	and	all	parts	of	 the	kingdom,	undertook	to	

guard	the	threatened	frontiers	and	maintain	internal	security	in	return	for	land.	William	spent	

the	 last	months	 of	 his	 reign	 in	 Normandy,	 Yighting	 a	 counter-offensive	 in	 the	 French	 Vexin	

territory	against	King	Philip's	annexation	of	outlying	Normandy	territory.	Before	his	death	on	

9	September	1087,	William	divided	his	'Anglo-Norman'	state	between	his	sons.		

	 	

	 William	 was	 buried	 in	 his	 abbey	 foundation	 of	 St	 Stephen	 at	 Caen.	 Desecrated	 by	

Huguenots	 (1562)	 and	Revolutionaries	 (1793),	 the	 burial	 place	 of	 the	 Yirst	Norman	 king	 of	

England	is	marked	by	a	simple	stone	slab.	

ROBERT	DE	BEAUMONT:		

	 Robert	de	Beaumont,	1st	Earl	of	Leicester,	Count	of	Meulan,	also	known	as	Robert	of	

Meulan,	 was	 a	 powerful	 Norman	 nobleman,	 one	 of	 the	 very	 few	 proven	 Companions	 of	

William	the	Conqueror	during	the	Norman	Conquest	of	England	in	1066,	and	was	revered	as	

one	of	the	wisest	men	of	his	age.	Was	born	between	1040	and	1050,	the	eldest	son	of	Roger	de	

Beaumont	 (1015–1094)	 by	 his	wife	Adeline	 of	 	Meulan	 (died	 1081).	He	was	 one	 of	 the	 15	

proven	Companions	of	William	the	Conqueror	speciYically	referred	to	in	surviving	documents	

as	 having	 fought	 at	 the	 Battle	 of	 Hastings	 in	 1066	 under	 William	 the	 Conqueror,	 Duke	 of	
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Normandy,	who	was	his	cousin.	He	also	served	as	leader	of	the	infantry	on	the	right	wing	of	

the	Norman	army.	

WILLIAM	FITZOSBERN	:	

	 He	was	the	Yirst	to	urge	William	to	invade	England,	and	became	the	'	prime	agent	'	in	its	

conquest;	he	was	mainly	responsible	 for	establishing	Norman	rule	on	the	Welsh	border	and	

for	conquering	Gwent.	He	became	earl	of	Hereford	early	in	1067	and	his	vigorous	attacks	on	

the	 border	 country	 brought	 about	 an	 alliance	 between	Bleddyn	 and	 the	Mercian	English	 in	

1067,	 which	 lasted	 until	 the	 Mercians	 Yinally	 submitted	 in	 1070.	 Though	 he	 earned	 a	

reputation	for	severity	in	England,	he	was	conciliatory	to	the	Gwentian	Welsh,	allowing	many	

to	retain	their	 lands	on	the	favorable	terms	granted	by	Gruffydd	ap	Llywelyn,	and	the	Welsh	

reeves	were	not	displaced.	Before	his	last	departure	from	the	country,	he	came	to	terms	with	

Maredudd	ab	Owain	by	granting	him	the	vill	of	Ley.	To	stabilize	his	defensive	system	of	border	

castles,	 he	 attached	 chartered	 boroughs	 to	 them,	 attracting	 settlers	 by	 granting	 favorable	

conditions.		He	was	killed	in	battle	at	Cassel,	on		20	February	1071,	and	buried	at	Cormeilles	in	

Normandy.	

GILBERT		d’AUFFAY	:	

	 Gilbert	 d'Auffay,	 Lord	 of	 Saint-Valéry,	 was	 a	 Norman	 nobleman	 who	 was	 one	 of	 the	

companions	 of	William	 the	 Conqueror	 and	was	 active	 in	 the	 Norman	 conquest	 of	 England.	

Gilbert	was	the	son	of	Richard	de	Heugleville	and	Ada.	He	helped	William	the	Conqueror	after	

the	 invasion	of	1066	in	the	paciYication	of	the	country,	but	declined	the	offer	of	English	Yiefs	

and	returned	to	Normandy.	In	1079	he	gave	the	church	of	Sainte-Marie	d'Auffay	to	the	Abbey	

of	Saint-Evroul.	He	died	on	15	August	1087	and	was	buried	at	Sainte-Marie	d’Auffay.	
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WILLIAM,	COUNT	OF		Es VREUX	:	

	 William,	Count	of	Es vreux	(died	16	April	1118)	was	a	powerful	member	of	the	Norman	

aristocracy	during	the	period	following	the	Norman	conquest	of	England.	He	is	one	of	the	few	

documented	to	have	been	with	William	the	Conqueror	at	the	Battle	of	Hastings.		

	 William	was	the	son	of	Richard,	Count	of	Es vreux,	and	his	wife,	Godchildis	(Adelaide).	

William,	 referred	 to	 as	 Count	 of	 Es vreux	 in	 early	 1066,	 contributed	 80	 ships	 towards	 the	

planned	 invasion	of	England	 later	 that	 year.	However,	 as	William	did	not	 succeed	his	 father	

until	the	year	following,	this	seems	to	be	the	list’s	only	anachronism	"as	far	as	Norman	names	

are	concerned."	William	is	one	of	the	few	known	companions	of	William	the	Conqueror	at	the	

Battle	of	Hastings	in	1066.	For	his	participation,	he	was	rewarded	with	a	modest	tenancy-in-

chiefdom.	However,	he	was	probably	not	yet	of	age	in	1066	which	might	have	prevented	him	

from	taking	a	more	proYitable	share	in	England.	

GEOFFREY	II,	COUNT	OF	PERCHE	:	

	 Geoffrey	II	was	born	 in	1045	in	Perche,	Normandy,	France	and	died	 in	October	1100.	

Count	of	Mortagne	and	Count	of	Perche	was	the	son	of	 	Rotrou	Chateaudun	II,	and	Adelise	de	

Bellême.	Geoffrey	was	Count	of	Mortagne	and	Seigneur	of	 	Nogent	 from	1060	 to	1090,	 and	

Count	of	Perche	from	1090	until	his	death.	As	a	young	man,	Geoffrey	was	one	of	the	Norman	

Knights	 that	 accompanied	William	 the	 Conqueror	 in	 the	 Norman	 Conquest	 of	 England	 and	

their	historic	victory	at	the	Battle	of	Hastings.	For	his	service,	William	the	Conqueror	gave	him	

a	reward	of	signiYicant	property	in	England.	
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AIMERY	IV	OF	THOUARS	:	

	 Aimery	IV	viscount	of	 	Thouars	was	born	in	1024	and	died	in	1094.	He	was	the	son	of	

Geoffrey	 II	 of	 Thouars.	 In	 1055	he	was	 allied	with	Geoffroy	Martel,	 Count	 of	Anjou,	 against	

William,	Duke	of	Normandy,	 and	he	participated	 in	 the	 siege	of	Ambrières,	 a	 castle	built	by	

William	on	the	border	of	the	County	of	Maine.	After	returning	to	Thouars	in	1056,	he	joined	

the	army	of	the	Duke	of	Aquitaine	to	Yight	against	the	Saracens	in	Spain.	He	participated	in	the	

capture	of	Barbastro	and	brought	a	rich	booty	back	to	his	hometown	of	Thouars.	In	1066,	he	

was	 in	 England	 as	 part	 of	 the	 invading	 army	 of	 William	 the	 Conqueror.	 At	 the	 Battle	 of	

Hastings	on	14	October	1066,	he	commanded	a	corps	composed	of	 	Poitevins,	Bretons,	and	

Angevins.	Aimery	 IV	did	not	 settle	 in	England,	however,	but	 received	ample	 reimbursement	

and	returned	to	France.	

WALTER	GIFFARD,	LORD	OF	LONGUVILLE		:	

	 Walter	was	 the	 son	 of	 Osborne	 de	 Bolbec,	 Lord	 of	 Longueville	 and	 Avelina,	 sister	 of	

Gunnora,	 Duchess	 of	 Normandy.	 As	 such	 he	was	 a	 cousin	 of	William	 the	 Conqueror.	 In	 the	

mid-1040s	 Walter's	 name	 appears	 among	 the	 loyal	 supporters	 of	 William	 the	 Conqueror.	

Walter	was	at	the	Battle	of	Mortemer	and	was	among	the	Norman	barons	who	surprised	and	

defeated	Counts	Odo	and	Renaud	leading	the	French	contingent	attacking	Normandy	from	the	

east.	 In	 particular,	 he	 and	 another	 great	 vassal	 Robert	 of	 Eu	 encountered	 Odo's	 army	

encamped	 in	 the	 village	 of	 Mortemer	 with	 no	 sentries	 and	 the	 soldiers	 were	 drunk.	 The	

Normans	 attacked	 the	 French	 while	 they	 slept,	 most	 being	 either	 killed	 or	 taken	 prisoner.	

While	Odo	himself	escaped	when	King	Henry	I	learned	of	the	fate	of	his	brother	Odo's	army	he	

promptly	withdrew	his	remaining	forces	and	left	Normandy.	In	1054	Walter	was	in	charge	of	

maintaining	the	siege	of	Arques	castle,	against	William	of	Talou,	who	had	rebelled	against	the	

Conqueror.	Like	many	other	Norman	and	French	knights	during	the	eleventh	and	early	twelfth	
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centuries,	Walter	served	as	a	Christian	knight	in	Spain		against	the	Saracens.	By	the	time	of	the	

Conquest,	 Walter	 had	 returned	 to	 Normandy	 bearing	 a	 gift	 of	 the	 King	 of	 Spain	 for	 Duke	

William,	a	magniYicent	war	horse.	The	same	Spanish	war-horse	duke	William	called	for	on	the	

morning	of	the	Battle	of	Hastings.	The	Spanish	king	in	question	was	in	all	probability	Sancho	

Ramıŕez	 of	 Aragon	who	was	 known	 for	making	 friends	 and	 recruiting	 knights	 and	 soldiers	

from	Northern	France.	Walter	was	also	one	of	 the	 Yirst,	 if	not	 the	 Yirst	 in	England	to	go	on	a	

pilgrimage	 to	Santiago	de	Compostela,	which	he	did	after	 the	 siege	of	Barbastro	and	before	

returning	to	Normandy.	

	 	

	 In	early	January	of	1066,	after	Duke	William	received	news	of	the	crowning	of	Harold	

Godwinson	 as	 king	 of	 England,	 he	 called	 together	 a	 meeting	 that	 included	 six	 of	 his	 key	

magnates,	Walter	Giffard	being	one	of	them.	After	telling	them	of	his	plan	to	invade	England	

and	 take	 the	 crown	 they	 all	 advised	 him	 they	 supported	 him	 fully	 but	 suggested	 he	 call	 a	

meeting	 of	 all	 his	 vassals,	 which	 William	 did.	 In	 the	 preparation	 stage	 for	 the	 Battle	 of	

Hastings,	Walter	was	one	of	the	Norman	magnates	who	provided	ships	for	William's	invasion	
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Yleet.	 In	 his	 case,	 he	 provided	 thirty.	 Walter	 was	 one	 of	 two	 who,	 having	 been	 offered	 the	

privilege	 of	 carrying	William's	 standard	 in	 the	 battle,	 respectfully	 refused.	 Although	by	 this	

time	an	older	warrior	with	white	hair,	he	wanted	both	hands	free	to	Yight.	As	a	reward	for	his	

participation,	Walter	was	granted	the	feudal	barony	of	Long	Crendon,	comprising	107	manors,	

48	 of	 which	 were	 in	 Buckinghamshire,	 of	 which	 the	 caput	 was	 at	 Long	 Crendon,	

Buckinghamshire.	 The	 date	 of	 his	 death	 is	 not	 recorded,	 but	 his	 son	Walter	 succeeded	 him	

before	1085.	

HUGH	DE	MONTFORT,	LORD	OF	MONTFOR-SUR-RISLE	:	

	 Hugh	de	Montfort	 (Hugh	 II)	was	 a	Norman	nobleman.	He	was	Lord	of	Montfort-sur-

Risle	and	a	proven	companion	of	William	the	Conqueror.	Hugh's	 father	was	killed	in	combat	

with	Valkelin	de	Ferrières	in	1045.		Montfort	was	an	early	ally	of	William,	Yighting	in	the	Battle	

of	Mortemer	 in	1054,	 a	defeat	 for	King	Henry	 I	 of	 France.	He	participated	 in	 the	Council	 of	

Lillebonne	in	January	1066	where	the	decision	to	invade	England	was	made.	In	support	of	the	

actual	 invasion,	 Hugh	 provided	 50	 ships	 and	 60	 knights.	 	 In	 return,	 Hugh	was	 installed	 at	

William's	 fortress	at	Winchester,	and	he	received	numerous	holdings	 in	Essex,	Kent,	Norfolk	

and	Suffolk.	He	died	in	1088.	

RAOUL	II	OF	TOSNY	:		

	 Raoul	II	was	born	in	1027	and	died	on	April	 	9,	1102.	He	was	a	Norman	nobleman	of	

the	 House	 of	 Tosny.	 He	 is	 one	 of	 the	 few	 proven	 companions	 of	William	 the	 Conqueror	 is	

known	to	have	fought	at	the	Battle	of	Hastings	in	1066.	Tradition	says	he	gave	up	the	role	of	

standard	bearer,	his	hereditary	ofYice,	 to	Walter	Giffard,	 to	be	able	to	Yight	closer	to	William,	

duke	of	Normandy.		
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	 Raoul	became	embroiled	in	a	feud	with	William,	Count	of	Es vreux	due	to	a	disagreement	

between	William's	wife	Helvise	de	Nevers	and	his	wife,	Isabel.	This	came	to	open	war	in	1091–

92	 when	 William	 attacked	 Conches.	 A	 settlement	 was	 reached.	 They	 later	 co-operated	 in	

attacking	Robert	de	Beaumont,	1st	Earl	of	Leicester's	county	of	Meulan.	

HUGH	DE	GRANDMESNIL	:		

	 Hugh	de	Grandmesnil	(1032	–	22	February	1098)	is	one	of	the	proven	companions	of		

William	 the	 Conqueror	 is	 known	 to	 have	 fought	 at	 the	 Battle	 of	 Hastings	 in	 1066.	

Subsequently,	he	became	a	great	landowner	in	England.	He	was	banished	from	Normandy	by	

Duke	William	in	1058	for	very	 little	cause	but	was	pardoned	 in	1063,	at	which	time	he	was	

given	custody	of	 the	castle	of	Neufmarche-en-Lions.	 In	1067	he	was	one	of	 those	who,	with	

William	 Fitz	 Osberne	 and	 the	 Bishop	 Odo,	 was	 invested	 with	 the	 government	 of	 England	

during	the	king's	absence.	Hugh	received	one	hundred	manors,	mostly	in	Leicester,	of	which	

county	 he	 was	 the	 Sheriff.	 He	 was	 married	 to	 Adeliza	 of	 Beaumont,	 daughter	 of	 Ivo,	 who	

brought	him	Brokesbourne	in	Herefordshire,	and	three	lordships	in	Warwickshire.	

WILLIAM		DE		WARENNE	:		

	 William	de	Warenne,	the	Yirst	earl	of	Surrey,	was	a	younger	son	of	Rodulf	de	Warenne	

and	his	wife	Beatrix.	It	 is	possible	that	Beatrix	was	a	niece	of	Duchess	Gunnor	of	Normandy,	

making	young	William	a	cousin	of	William	the	Bastard,	duke	of	Normandy.	His	Yirst	recorded	

military	action	is	in	the	campaign	against	his	own	kinsman,	Roger	(I)	de	Mortemer	of	1054,	as	

one	of	the	commanders	of	an	army	that	defeated	the	French.	De	Warenne	was	rewarded	with	

some	 of	 the	 Mortemer	 lands;	 some	 of	 which	 he	 managed	 to	 retain	 even	 after	 Mortemer’s	

restoration	to	favor,	including	the	castles	of	Mortemer	and	Bellencombre.	Bellencrombe	would	

become	the	capital	of	the	de	Warenne	estates	in	Normandy.		
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De	 Warenne	 received	 more	 rewards	 from	

the	 conYiscated	 lands	 of	William,	 the	 count	

of	 Arques	 in	 1053.	 Duke	 William ’s	

conYidence	 in	 de	Warenne	 is	 demonstrated	

in	 the	 fact	 he	 was	 one	 of	 the	 barons	

consulted	 during	 the	 planning	 of	 the	

invasion	of	England	in	1066.	In	fact,	William	

de	 Warenne	 is	 only	 one	 of	 a	 handful	 of	

Norman	barons	known	to	have	fought	at	the	

Battle	of	Hastings	on	14th	October	1066.	De	

Warenne	was	rewarded	with	vast	swathes	of	

land	throughout	 the	country.	According	 to	 the	Domesday	survey	his	 lands	extended	over	13	

counties;	 stretching	 from	Conisbrough	 in	Yorkshire	 to	Lewes	 in	 Sussex.	His	 territories	were	

acquired	throughout	the	reign	of	William	I	and	elevated	him	to	the	highest	rank	of	magnates.		

	 	

	 In	1067	William	de	Warenne	was	one	of	 4	prominent	Normans	 appointed	 to	 govern	

England	 during	William	 the	 Conqueror’s	 absence	 in	Normandy.	 Following	 the	 Conquest,	 he	

continued	to	support	the	king	and	his	son,	William	II	Rufus	as	a	military	commander	for	over	

20	years.	In	1074	he	was	with	his	father	at	the	abbey	of	Holy	Trinity	in	Rouen	and	in	1083-85	

he	fought	with	the	king	on	a	campaign	in	Maine,	being	wounded	at	the	siege	of	the	castle	of	

Sainte-Suzanne.	William	de	Warenne	was	married	 to	a	Flemish	noblewoman,	Gundrada;	her	

brother	 Gerbod	was	 sometime	 earl	 of	 Chester	 and	 another	 brother,	 Frederic,	 held	 lands	 in	

Norfolk	 which	 eventually	 passed	 to	 Gundrada.	 He	 was	 murdered	 by	 an	 English	 freedom	

Yighter,	Hereward	the	Wake.	His	murder	has	given	a	rise	to	a	personal	feud	between	Hereward	

and	William	de	Warenne.	
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WILLIAM		MALET	:		

	 William	 Malet	 (died	 1071)	 held	 senior	 positions	 within	 the	 Norman	 forces	 that	

occupied	 England	 from	 1066.	 There	 is	 evidence	 that	 Malet	 fought	 on	 the	 Norman	 side	 at	

Hastings,	regardless	of	any	divided	loyalties	that	may	have	been	caused	by	family	ties.	Malet's	

activities	during	 the	 Yirst	 few	years	of	 the	Norman	conquest	of	England	are	not	known.	But	

after	the	Danish	stronghold	York	was	captured	in	1068,	he	was	appointed	the	Yirst	High	Sheriff	

of	Yorkshire	and	was	one	of	the	commanders	of	the	garrisons	in	the	new	castles	built	 in	the	

city	of	York.	His	efforts	at	defending	 the	shire	 from	Danish	raids	were,	 in	 the	end,	a	 terrible	

failure,	for	the	next	year	the	city	was	burned	and	the	garrison	slaughtered.	Malet,	his	wife,	and	

two	of	their	children	were	held	as	hostages	and	Yinally	released	when	the	Danes	were	driven	

off.	Malet	was	relieved	of	his	duties	in	the	north	but	seems	to	not	have	lost	the	king's	favor,	for	

he	soon	was	appointed	High	Sheriff	of	Norfolk	and	Suffolk,	and	given	the	great	honor	of	Eye,	

with	lands	in	Suffolk	and	several	other	shires.	It	was	in	fact	the	largest	lordship	in	East	Anglia.	

He	built	a	motte	and	bailey	castle	at	Eye	and	started	a	market	there.		

ODO	OF	BAYEUX	:	

	 Odo,	 the	son	of	Herluin	of	Conteville	and	Herleva	of	Falaise,	was	born	 in	about	1036.	

Herleva	 was	 also	 the	 mother	 of	 William	 of	 Normandy,	 Richard	 Fitz	 Gilbert	 and	 Robert	 of	

Mortain.	In	1049	William	of	Normandy	appointed	Odo	bishop	of	Bayeux	and	over	the	next	few	

years	organized	the	rebuilding	of	Bayeux	Cathedral.	When	William	decided	to	invade	England	

in	1066,	he	invited	his	three	half-brothers,	Odo,	Richard	Fitz	Gilbert	and	Robert	of	Mortain	to	

join	him.	One	Norman	chronicler	claims	that	Odo	of	Bayeux	contributed	100	ships	to	William's	

invasion	Yleet.	He	fought	at	the	Battle	of	Hastings	and	afterward	was	given	the	title	of	Earl	of	

Kent	and	the	castle	at	Dover.	After	his	coronation	in	1066,	William	the	Conqueror	claimed	that	

all	the	land	in	England	now	belonged	to	him.	William	retained	about	a	Yifth	of	this	land	for	his		
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use.	 The	 rest	was	 distributed	 to	 those	men	

who	had	helped	him	defeat	Harold.	Odo	was	

granted	 manors	 in	 thirteen	 counties	 which	

gave	him	an	income	of	over	£3,000	per	year,	

making	him	the	richest	tenant-in-chief	in	the	

kingdom.	 In	 1067	 William	 the	 Conqueror	

appointed	Odo	as	regent	while	he	spent	time	

in	 Normandy.	 It	 is	 believed	 that	 Odo	

commissioned	the	Bayeux	Tapestry.	William	

was	 in	 Normandy	 in	 1073	 and	 Odo	 of	

Bayeux	 had	 the	 task	 of	 dealing	 with	 the	

rebellion	led	by	Waltheof	and	Ralph,	Earl	of	

Norfolk.	On	his	return	in	1076,	Waltheof	was	

executed	 -	 the	 only	 time	 capital	 punishment	 was	 inYlicted	 on	 an	 English	 leader	 during	 his	

reign.	However,	the	Earl	of	Norfolk	managed	to	escape	to	Brittany.	

	 In	1082	William	heard	complaints	about	Odo's	rule.	He	returned	to	England	and	Odo	

was	arrested	and	charged	with	misgovernment	and	oppression.	Found	guilty	he	was	kept	 in	

prison	until	Robert	of	Mortain	achieved	his	release	on	the	death	of	William	the	Conqueror	in	

1087.	Robert	Curthose,	William's	eldest	son,	was	expected	 to	become	king	of	England	when	

his	father	died.	However,	William	preferred	William	Rufus,	who,	unlike	Robert,	had	remained	

loyal	to	his	father.	William	Rufus	became	king	of	England	in	1087	and	the	following	year,	Odo,	

Geoffrey	of	Coutances,	Robert	of	Mortain	and	Richard	Fitz	Gilbert	 led	a	rebellion	against	his	

rule.	 Many	 Normans	 remained	 loyal	 and	 William	 defeated	 the	 rebels	 when	 he	 captured	

Tonbridge	Castle.	Odo	was	forced	to	Ylee	to	Normandy.	He	now	became	an	adviser	to	Robert	
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Curthose,	 the	Duke	of	Normandy.	Odo	was	present	 at	 the	 council	 of	 Clermont	 in	November	

1095,	when	Pope	Urban	II	proclaimed	the	First	Crusade.	In	September	1096	Odo	accompanied	

Robert,	Duke	of	Normandy,	on	the	crusade.	Odo	of	Bayeux	died	in	Palmero	in	February	1097,	

while	 visiting	his	 friend,	Roger,	 Count	 of	 Sicily.	Odo	of	Bayeux	 is	 buried	 in	 the	 cathedral	 on	

Sicily.	

TURSTIN	FITZROLF	:	

	 Turstin	 Yitz	 Rolf,	 also	 known	 as	 Turstin	 le	 Blanc	 and	 Tustein	 Yitz	 Rou	 played	 a	

prominent	role	in	the	Norman	conquest	of	England	and	is	regarded	as	one	of	the	few	proven	

companions	of	William	the	Conqueror	at	 the	Battle	of	Hastings	 in	1066.	The	story	goes	that	

William	needed	someone	to	be	his	standard	bearer.	 	As	this	was	the	standard	that	had	been	

sent	to	him	by	the	Pope	no	 less,	 it	was	a	pretty	 important	 job.	However	both	the	knights	he	

asked	 Yirst	 refused,	 and	 the	 King	 got	 a	 bit	 cross.	 So	 he	 called	 up	 a	 humble	 knight,	 Turstin	

FitzRolf,	and	asked	him	to	do	 it.	Which	he	did	 ‘right	cheerfully’.	As	well	he	might,	as	he	was	

subsequently	 rewarded	 by	 large	 grants	 of	 land	 and	 is	 recorded	 in	 the	 Domesday	 book	 as	

having	over	20	manors.	
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GEOFFREY	DE	MONTBRAY	:		

	 A	 right-hand	man	 of	William	 the	 Conqueror	 was	 a	 type	 of	 the	 great	 feudal	 prelate,	

warrior	 and	 administrator	 at	 need.	 He	 knew,	 says	 Orderic,	 more	 about	 marshaling	 mailed	

knights	 than	 edifying	 psalm-singing	 clerks.	 Obtaining,	 as	 a	 young	man,	 in	 1048,	 the	 see	 of	

Coutances,	by	his	brother's	inYluence,	he	raised	from	his	fellow	nobles	and	from	their	Sicilian	

spoils	funds	for	completing	his	cathedral,	which	was	consecrated	in	1056.	With	bishop	Odo,	a	

warrior	like	himself,	he	was	on	the	battleYield	of	Hastings,	exhorting	the	Normans	to	victory;	

and	at	William's	coronation,	 it	was	he	who	called	on	them	to	acclaim	their	duke	as	king.	His	

reward	in	England	was	a	mighty	Yief	scattered	over	twelve	counties.	He	accompanied	William	

on	his	visit	to	Normandy	(1067),	but,	returning,	led	a	royal	force	to	the	relief	of	Montacute	in	

September	1069.	In	1075	he	again	took	the	Yield,	leading	with	Bishop	Odo	a	vast	host	against	

the	 rebel	 earl	 of	 Norfolk,	 whose	 stronghold	 at	 Norwich	 they	 besieged	 and	 captured.	

Meanwhile,	the	Conqueror	had	invested	him	with	important	judicial	functions.	In	1072	he	had	

presided	over	the	great	Kentish	suit	between	the	primate	and	Bishop	Odo,	and	about	the	same	

time	 over	 those	 between	 the	 abbot	 of	 Ely	 and	 his	 despoilers,	 and	 between	 the	 bishop	 of	

Worcester	and	the	abbot	of	Ely,	and	there	is	some	reason	to	think	that	he	acted	as	a	Domesday	

commissioner	(1086),	and	was	placed	about	the	same	time	in	charge	of	Northumberland.	The	

bishop,	who	attended	the	Conqueror's	funeral,	joined	in	the	great	rising	against	William	Rufus	

the	next	year	(1088),	making	Bristol,	with	which	he	was	closely	connected	and	where	he	had	

built	a	strong	castle,	his	base	of	operations.	He	burned	Bath	and	ravaged	Somerset,	but	had	

submitted	 to	 the	 king	 before	 the	 end	 of	 the	 year.	 He	 appears	 to	 have	 been	 at	 Dover	 with	

William	in	January	Togo	but	withdrew	to	Normandy	and	died	at	Coutances	three	years	later.	In	

his	Yidelity	to	Duke	Robert,	he	seems	to	have	there	held	out	for	him	against	his	brother	Henry	

when	the	latter	obtained	the	Cotentin.	
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ROBERT,	COUNT	OF	MORTAIN	:	

Robert,	Count	of	Mortain	was	a	half-brother	of	William	the	

Conqueror	 and	 became	 a	 great	 landholder	 in	 both	

England	 and	 Normandy.	 He	 was	 the	 son	 of	 William	 the	

Conqueror's	mother	Herleva.	Odo,	 Bishop	 of	Bayeux	was	

his	 older	 full	 brother.	 He	 was	 born	 around	 1040,	 but	

perhaps	 a	 few	 years	 earlier.	 Around	 1055,	 Duke	William	

was	consolidating	his	hold	on	the	duchy,	and	having	dispossessed	the	count	of	Mortain,	gave	

the	 county	 to	 Robert.	 Mortain	 was	 a	 frontier	 territory,	 bordering	 Brittany	 and	 Maine,	 and	

Robert	contributed	to	the	defense	of	the	duchy	by	constructing	castles	at	the	town	of	Mortain,	

and	St.	Hilaire-du-Harcouet,	 le	Tilleul,	and	Tinchebrai.	During	the	next	decade,	Robert	was	a	

close	counselor	of	his	half-brother,	appearing	frequently	at	his	court,	including	the	councils	at	

which	the	 invasion	of	England	was	planned.	He	surely	 fought	at	 the	Battle	of	Hastings	 itself,	

though	 the	 chronicles	 of	 the	 time	 are	 not	 speciYic	 and	more	 importantly,	 he	 contributed	 a	

signiYicant	part	 to	 the	 invasion	 Yleet.	After	 the	 conquest,	Robert	 obtained	 a	 large	holding	 in	

England,	including	the	strategic	Rape	of	Pevensey	in	Sussex,	and	other	lands	guarding	London,	

including	Berkhamsted,	Lambeth	and	Bermondsey.	 In	1072	he	was	entrusted	with	Cornwall	

after	the	previous	ruler	returned	home	to	Brittany,	though	probably	he	never	formally	became	

earl.	Nevertheless,	he	was	the	second-greatest	lay	magnate	in	England.	Robert	seems	to	have	

been	uninterested	in	English	politics	--	some	say	he	lacked	the	cleverness	for	it	--	and	he	spent	

most	of	the	remainder	of	the	Conqueror's	reign	in	Normandy.	He	stayed	loyal	to	William	to	the	

end,	even	when	his	brother	Odo	of	Bayeux	rebelled	and	was	imprisoned.	At	the	dying	duke's	

bedside,	 he	 successfully	 argued	 for	 Odo's	 release.	 He	 was	 married	 to	 Matilda,	 daughter	 of	

Roger	of	Montgomery,	1st	Earl	of	Shrewsbury,	and	was	succeeded	by	their	son	William,	Count	

of	Mortain.	Died	in	1095.		
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V)Maps	

Map	of	the	Battle	of	Stamford	Bridge	
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Map	of	the	Battle	of	Hastings	
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