
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter From SG’s  

 

Distinguished participants, After an eventful 2 years, we are back and we are excited to invite 

all of you to the 6th edition of SOBILMUN.  

 

As the world, we have lost countless significant key points of our lives because of the 

pandemic. Our excitement snuffed, our joy disintegrated and our hope, lost. The darkness in 

these moments clouded us all, even the brightest person. Thankfully we have overcame the 

situation and once again are trying to live our lives to the fullest. 

 

This virus has affected many students, nipping their way to socialize and improve themselves, 

in the bud. Our freedom was taken from us. We want to once again emphasize that those chains 

which held us captive will and has been broken. Once again free, we are returning with all the 

excitement and passion that has been saved up inside of all of us. We hope to cultivate the same 

passion in your hearts. 

 

We are honored to host twelve distinct committees which are carefully crafted by our academic 

team, considering the minutest detail, taking into consideration key topics from all around the 

world and threading them into our committees. We all want to prepare an unforgettable 

experience for everyone participating, therefore creating the best possible debate environment 

is extremely important. 

 

Our fire of peace still continues to burn within all of our past participants. Our aim is to light it 

once again in many more hearts.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Aras Köseoğlu & Agâh Yusuf Zal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome Letter by the Under Secretary General 

 

Dear Delegates, 

 

It is my utmost pleasure to invite you all to SOBILMUN’23, 3rd Committee of the General 

Assembly. This year's topics for SOCHUM are ones that I am personally very interested in 

seeing discussed due to the wide range of discussion points that can be unpacked.   

 

In the following 4 days the delegates of Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee will 

collaborate with each other in order to come up with feasible solutions on the topics of 

“Maintaining the Cultural Heritage of the Uyghur Turks and Diversity” and “Precautions 

Against International Human Trafficking on Women and Children” . Topics like these ones 

prompt us to consider a wide range of perspectives. Through your experience in this simulation 

of the SOCHUM you will deepen your appreciation for the complexity of given agendas.  

 

I sincerely believe that every delegate has recognized the importance of the  pressing issues 

regarding both agenda items and will be showing outstanding effort in order to create an 

enthusiastic debate-atmosphere and come up with effective solution ideas.  

 

SOBILMUN’23 will be a rewarding experience for all participants to broaden their horizons, 

creating alternative futures and possibilities for today’s world and will find new and intriguing 

solutions to many crucial world problems. I wholeheartedly hope that every single delegate 

will enrich their experiences and create unforgettable memories in this conference  

 

Best Regards 

 

Defne Sarıbaş 

SOCHUM Under-Secretary General 
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Glossary 

 

Autonomous region: An autonomous region is defined as an area of a country that has a degree 

of autonomy, or has freedom from an external authority. It is typical for it to be geographically 

distant from the country, or to be populated by a national minority 

 



Propaganda: The more or less systematic use of symbols to attempt to influence the beliefs, 

attitudes, or behaviour of others is known as propaganda. Propaganda can be found in news 

and journalism, government, advertising, entertainment, education, and activism. It's 

frequently linked to materials created by governments for use in war efforts, political 

campaigns, health campaigns, revolutionaries, large corporations, ultra-religious organisations, 

the media, and specific people. 

 

Religious fanaticism: Religious fanaticism, also known as religious extremism, is a demeaning 

term used to describe uncritical enthusiasm or obsessive excitement related to one's own or a 

group's devotion to a religion.  

 

Re-education camps: The Chinese Communist Party Provincial Standing Committee and the 

government of Xinjiang jointly run the internment camps in Xinjiang, which are officially 

known as vocational education and training institutions by the Chinese government. Many 

governments of many countries and human rights organizations have condemned the camps 

for alleged violations of human rights, including maltreatment, rape, and torture, with some of 

them alleging genocide. 

 

Genocide: The United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide defines genocide as any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in 

whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group: killing members of the group, 

causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group, deliberately inflicting on the 

group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part, 

imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group or forcibly transferring children 

of the group to another group. 

 

Sinicize: To Sinicize is defined as: “to modify by Chinese influence” . Thus, sinicization is 

when non-Chinese cultures are forced to adopt ethnic Chinese (Han) culture 

 

Introduction 

Uyghur Turks are one of the most important Turkic Tribes of archaic Turkish history. The first 

groups whom adopted a settled life, urbanism, architecture, religion etc… Those who 



implemented the development of the culture and civilization were also Uyghur Turks. They 

invented the 18 letter Uyghur Turkic Alphabet, and they have accomplished great works in  

the field of art and literature. The reason for the very high level of the literacy rate corresponds 

to that. In religion, they relinquished “Gök Tengri '' belief and embraced extrinsic religion 

called Manichaeism during the “Bögü Kaan” period. Then they united with Karluk Turks and 

founded Karahanli State, and by choosing Islam, they brought one of the most powerful and 

magnificent periods of Turkish history into Turkish history. 

 

Today the native population of East 

Turkistan, commonly known as 

Shinkiang or the Xinjiang Uygur 

Autonomous Region, is the Uyghur. 

According to a Chinese official 

statement, the most recent census 

indicates that there are 8,345,622 million 

Uyghurs in China. However, the Uyghurs 

estimate their population to be over 

twenty million. There are also 150,000 

Uyghurs in West Turkistan, who are 

primarily from the nations of Tajikistan, 

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan. Pakistan, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, 

Turkey, Europe, Canada, and the United States are all home to close to 75,000 Uyghurs. 

 

Origin of Uyghur Turks 

Currently, the autonomous region of Xinjiang is home to up to 20 different ethnic groups, 

including the Uyghur, Han Chinese, Uzbek, Kyrgyz, and Kazakh. Xinjiang, whose Uyghurs 

predominated until the 20th century, has not had stabilisation but rather a constant transition of 

governments. Uyghurs have long paid the price for living in a buffer zone between China and 

Central Asia, much like other nations that thus do. On the other hand, both internal and foreign 

regional forces have been placed in a position where they must alter their manoeuvring in 

response to the strengthening or tumbling of China's central power. As a result, during China's 

weaker periods, the regions that were once a part of China have witnessed locally focused acts 



of resistance and independence fights. China renamed the area Xinjiang, which translates to 

"new frontiers," in 1884 and proclaimed it a province.  

Local authorities succeeded in establishing the First East Turkestan Republic in 1933 by 

leveraging the chaos of the Civil War and the transition from the empire to the republic. 

Following this brief period of time, the Second East Turkestan Republic proclaimed its 

independence in 1944. The People's Liberation Army entered the area, and China regained 

control. On October 1st, 1955, Beijing abolished the region's province status and declared it 

the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 

 

Sinicization of the Uyghurs  

According to a recent study published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, sinification 

is "the process by which all non-Han or non-Sinitic people who entered the Chinese realm, no 

matter whether as conquerors or conquered, eventually were inevitably assimilated as 

Chinese." Sinification policies and debates long predate the 1949 Communist Party's seizure 

of power. 

Coercive assimilation, however, has accelerated under the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 

leader Xi Jinping's ten-year leadership, not only in Xinjiang but also in Tibet, Inner Mongolia, 

and other places where minorities are present. In Xinjiang, a massive high-tech mass 

surveillance system, heavy-handed grassroots police, and mass incarceration camps that have 

targeted a sizable portion of the 12 million Uyghurs all contribute to the effort to eradicate 

cultural diversity. 

The Sinicization of religion in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR)  targets the 

Islamic components of the Uyghur identity; some Western nations claim that this policy's 

oppressive imposition amounts to genocide under international law. According to evidence 

provided by Uyghur survivors of Xinjiang detention camps, the approach effectively forces 

Muslims to reject their faith. Authorities have restricted the wearing of long clothing and 

headscarves for women, beards for males, and long clothing and eating pork, which is 

prohibited in Islam. They have also gathered and burnt copies of the Quran. 

 



Ürümqi Riots 

The Chinese government implemented laws encouraging more Han Chinese immigration to 

Xinjiang, the Han population in Xinjiang grew dramatically which increased tensions and 

worsened treatment of the Uyghur Muslims. The 2009 Ürümqi Riots are frequently cited as the 

cause of the Uyghur community's worsening treatment. Two Uyghur factory villagers were 

killed on June 25, 2009, following complaints of the rape of Han girls. Following these 

incidents, numerous students demonstrated in front of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 

office, calling for an investigation. As these once-peaceful demonstrations descended into 

bloody riots, the Uyghurs started yelling "Kill the Hans," and the Han populace replied by 

attacking the Uyghur Muslims. 194 persons lost their lives during these two-day clashes. The 

CCP flexed its grip over the area by blocking internet access for ten months in an effort to stop 

violence like this from happening again, but this did little to defuse tensions. 

 

Ürümqi, China- 2009 

The Charge of Cultural Genocide in Xinjiang 

The Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region in northwest China has developed into a police state 

over the past few years. The Chinese government has been creating "reeducation camps" in the 

Xinjiang Autonomous Region of China since early 2014 as a part of the Strike Hard Campaign 

against Violent Terrorism. These detention centres reportedly house up to a million Uighurs 

and members of other primarily Muslim ethnic groups. Following the adoption of the 



Regulations on De-extremification1 In March 2017 and further local laws providing the 

Xinjiang government the legal ability to take action against any activity it deems to be 

"extremist," discrimination against these minority groups widened and increased. China 

believes that these actions are required to combat terrorism and maintain social order. But 

instead of providing stability and enduring peace, the laws are earning China international 

criticism. 

The cultural heritage of Uyghurs is likewise being attacked. In the course of China's efforts to 

control the area, thousands of architectural landmarks, including mosques and holy sites, have 

been damaged, and the populations in and around them have been displaced. Music, dancing, 

and community gatherings that are a part of Uyghur expressive culture have been turned into a 

propaganda tool. The deliberate targeting of people and groups based on their cultural, racial, 

or religious affiliation, combined with the intentional and systematic destruction of cultural 

heritage, is what UNESCO refers to as strategic cultural cleansing.  

 

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the cornerstone policy of Chinese President Xi Jinping 

introduced in 2013, which aims to secure access to the region's natural resources and transform 

Xinjiang into a platform to expand China's influence and trade across Central Asia, is what is 

driving this attempt to alter the region's cultural landscape. Furthermore, the majority of 

cultural and religious expression has been outlawed in China as part of Xi Jinping's renewed 

efforts at forcible assimilation. Additionally, more than a million people have been imprisoned 

and sent to "reeducation" camps, women have been sterilised, and children have been sent to 

defunct boarding schools. 

 

China has transformed over the past 20 years into a significant actor in the field of world 

heritage, a committed supporter of UNESCO's heritage projects, and a global leader in the 

quantity of objects it has added to the coveted UNESCO heritage lists. With regard to heritage 

management, China has created its own distinctive method. Political objectives and cultural 

heritage are related; they are both employed to advance local economic growth and to provide 

political legitimacy and soft power. In order to achieve the economic and geopolitical 

 
1 On 1 April 2017, the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region Regulations on De-extremification came into force, 

after being adopted on March 29th by regional authorities.  The measures built on other restrictive legislation 

passed by the Chinese authorities, including the XUAR Religious Affairs Regulations in 2015 and the XUAR 

Implementing Measures of the Counter-Terrorism Law of the People’s Republic of China in 2016. 

 



objectives of the BRI, China's approach to heritage in Xinjiang is largely informed by its 

political plan to pacify the area. 

 

Management of the Uyghur cultural legacy has been closely linked to efforts by the government 

to establish further control over the Xinjiang area. The Xinjiang administration has leveraged 

Uyghur heritage as a cultural resource to grow the tourism sector in concert with its mission of 

destruction. Important places of worship are retained as tourist attractions, but the local 

population is shut out and unable to pray. While grassroots cultural expression is demonised as 

"religious fanaticism," song and dance shows for tourists put the same culture on display. 

Chinese firms are largely in charge of tourism programs, and Uyghurs have not always 

benefited equally. The increase in tourism promotes Han Chinese migration into the area, both 

as transient tourists and long-term residents, and adds more justification for the harsh 

securitization policies that are thought required to maintain regional stability. 

 

The Transmission of Uyghur History 

Numerous mosques and shrines that are part of the Uyghur religious history are listed as 

national and regional cultural treasures by China. Thousands of mosques and shrines, including 

protected structures, have been completely or partially demolished since 2016, despite the fact 

that recognized heritage sites are to be safeguarded by national regulations. These sites are 



being destroyed as part of a purposeful strategy to erase Uyghur cultural memory, not just to 

rid the landscape of religious architecture. 

 

Timeline of Events 

1955 

The Uighurs briefly declared their independence from the rest of China in the early 1900s, but 

in 1949 the region was brought under the administration of China's new Communist 

government, which put regulations in place to control the minorities who had moved there. 

Xinjiang province was recognized by China as an autonomous region in 1955. 

 

July 2009 

At least 200 people, predominantly Han Chinese, were killed in riots that broke out in Urumqi, 

the provincial capital of Xinjiang, in July 2009. In the years that follow, there are still violent 

acts attributed to Xinjiang separatists, which forces the Chinese government to crack down on 

Muslims in Xinjiang. 

 

October 2013 

In Tiananmen Square, a car is driven into a crowd of people, killing three people inside, two 

tourists, and another male citizen. 38 people were injured in total. Chinese police identify the 

driver as an Uighur and attribute the assault to the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), 

a separatist organisation with its headquarters in Xinjiang. In Xinjiang, the government's 

campaign against Muslims is getting tougher. 

 

March 2014 

Separatists from Xinjiang are accused of carrying out yet another terrorist incident, this time in 

Kunming, China. With knives and machetes, the attackers caused 29 fatalities and 130 injuries. 

 

May 2014 

The Strike Hard Campaign Against Violent Terrorism in Xinjiang is launched.  The Strike Hard 

Campaign Against Violence Terrorism, according to Foreign Policy magazine, is "the Chinese 

government's response to growing tensions between Han Chinese and the Uighur population 

of Xinjiang itself, the recruitment of Uighurs to fight in the Syrian civil war, and several 



terrorist attacks coordinated by Uighur separatists." The government takes DNA from people, 

scans their irises, captures voice samples, examines the data on their digital gadgets, tracks 

their movements with digitally coded ID cards, and instals CCTV cameras in their houses, 

streets, and markets. It includes escalating hostility toward Uighurs who refuse to cooperate 

with local authorities. The first Uighurs are detained in reeducation facilities. 

 

April 2017 

The first official anti-extremism law in China was passed by the Xinjiang People's Congress. 

It is intended to spot and prevent signs of extremism, such as full face coverings and long 

beards, abstaining from watching state television, and making people avoid interacting with 

people from other ethnic groups. Despite the fact that some of these limitations always existed, 

new legislation formally validates them. 

 

August 2018 

Concerned by what it regards as credible claims of at least a million ethnic Uighurs being held 

in prison and up to double that number being subjected to compulsory reeducation, the United 

Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination expresses its concern. 

 

October 2018 

The Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region Regulation on Deextremification is passed by the 

Xinjiang People's Congress. This law considerably broadens the concept of extremism by 

giving the Xinjiang government the legal right to address any behaviour that it deems to be 

"extremist." 

 

February 2019 

In a joint statement, fifteen civil society and human rights organisations—among them 

Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and others—demand that the UN Human Rights 

Council adopt a resolution on Xinjiang. The HRC should "urgently adopt a resolution creating 

an international fact-finding mission," according to Re-education Camps in China's Xinjiang 

Province, in order to "examine credible reports that up to one million Turkic Muslims are being 

unfairly incarcerated." 

 



This month, two coalitions have sent competing letters to the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights and the president of the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) applauding or 

condemning China's Xinjiang practices. 

 

In their initial letter, a group of 22 nations urged China to halt its imprisonment policy and the 

UN to take appropriate action. In Xinjiang, "reliable complaints of arbitrary detention" were 

noted in the letter, as well as "widespread surveillance and limitations on freedom of 

movement," which were said to target Uighurs and other minorities in particular. As a condition 

of China's participation in the HRC, countries encouraged China to abide by international 

humanitarian and human rights law in the letter. The letter of criticism's signatories were all 

non-Muslim nations. 

 

A second coalition, this one made up of 37 nations, wrote to the UN a few days later to applaud 

China's "courageous moves" against terrorism in the province of Xinjiang. In response to the 

serious threat posed by terrorism and extremism, the letter reads, "China has implemented a 

number of counterterrorism and deradicalization efforts in Xinjiang, including the 

establishment of vocational education and training institutes." 

Commentators draw attention to the fact that a number of important nations are absent from 

both lists of signatories, including a sizable portion of Central Asia and Eastern Europe. Also 

missing are the United States, India, Bangladesh, Indonesia, and Malaysia.  

 

July 2019 

The majority of Muslims held in reeducation camps have reportedly been released, according 

to a statement from top officials in the Xinjiang regional government. The announcement is 

brushed aside by exiled Uighurs and US State Department representatives as being ambiguous 

and unprovable. Additionally, they express concern that this could signal a new stage of 

detention in which those who were purportedly released nonetheless find themselves in 

custody, possibly being pushed into work programs. 

 

 

 

 



Stakeholders and Major Parties Involved 

Human Rights Watch 

Human Rights Watch works to uphold human rights all 

throughout the world. It meticulously looks into 

wrongdoings, disseminates the information, and puts pressure 

on people in positions of authority to uphold rights and secure 

justice. As a part of a dynamic movement to protect human 

dignity and advance the cause of human rights for all, Human 

Rights Watch is an independent, global organisation. Respect 

for the dignity of every human being, international human 

rights law, and humanitarian law serve as its guiding principles. 

 

When human rights organisations revealed in 2018 that Muslim minorities in the area were 

being arbitrarily imprisoned and subjected to psychological indoctrination, the Chinese 

government changed its position from categorically denying the mass detention to claiming 

that these were reeducation camps. One of the organisations to report that almost a million 

people had been held in re-education camps was Human Rights Watch. Additionally, HRW 

has reports on the use of monitoring technologies by Chinese authorities to monitor legal 

conduct. The police and government officials in China have access to an app through the 

Integrated Joint Operations Platform (IJOP), which enables them to track personal information 

about individuals, according to Sophie Richardson, the China Director of HRW. 

 

Amnesty International 

Among the other human rights groups to 

report on the situation in Xinjiang was 

Amnesty International. Nicholas 

Bequelin, the organisation's East Asia 

Director, has spoken out in response to the 

events in Xinjiang, stating that "the 

Chinese government must not be permitted to continue this cruel assault against ethnic 

minorities in northwest China. Amnesty International has received several requests from 

families seeking information on their missing relatives and loved ones. 

 



United States of America  

The United States and the international community 

are paying more attention to China's persecution 

and mistreatment of the Uyghur people. The 

atrocities committed against Muslim Uyghurs and 

other members of ethnic and religious minorities in 

Xinjiang were determined to be genocide and 

crimes against humanity on January 19, 2021, by the then-Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. 

 

The Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act of 2020 became US legislation in June of that year. This 

law mandates monitoring and reporting of human rights breaches against Uyghurs, ethnic 

Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, and other Muslim minority groups in Xinjiang. It was approved by Congress 

with bipartisan support. Sanctions are also demanded against those who support the persecution 

of these groups. Additionally, legislation addressing Xinjiang's business supply chains and 

forced labour has been introduced. 

 

People's Republic of China 

The country immediately involved in the matter 

is the People's Republic of China. Although 

Uighur Muslims who tend to see themselves as 

more closely related to Central Asian culture, 

ethnicity, and language make up the majority of 

the population in Xinjiang, an autonomous 

province of northwest China, China has 

maintained strict control over the area despite 

this. The Chinese government forbids investigators from entering the grounds of the detention 

institutions and has put tight security around the region to ensure this, despite protests from 

other countries and human rights organisations and calls to open the re-education centres to 

international journalists. 

 

As a means of eradicating radicalism and quelling separatist ideals, they have also set rules and 

passed laws. The common religious traditions of Muslim Uighurs, such as growing lengthy 

("non-standard") beards and donning veils in public, are now illegal and punishable by 

deportation to a camp for "de-extremification" instruction. 



 

The Chinese government does not consider that the Uighurs' human rights are violated by these 

prison facilities. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has shown interest in visiting 

Xinjiang; however, the two parties have not yet reached an agreement on the specifics. 

 

Through its counterterrorism initiatives and vocational training, China claims to have restored 

peace and security to the region, and the absence of new terrorist acts since December 2016 is 

evidence of this claim. China began inviting select international journalists in small groups to 

tour several re-education facilities at the beginning of 2019. The ensuing revelations gave rise 

to allegations that these visits were planned in advance. 

 

Kazakhstan 

Because Kazakhstan is a strategic, economic, 

and political partner of the nearby Chinese 

government, it has been hesitant to comment on 

the situation in Xinjiang, particularly the claims 

involving the re-education centres. 

Kazakhstan opened its borders to numerous 

ethnic Kazakhs from outside its borders after 

the fall of the Soviet Union. This led to an increase in immigration but also to the division of 

Chinese and Kazakh families living on the other side of the border. The Kazakh foreign 

minister stated that his country "understands and supports the measures" taken in Xinjiang 

during a visit to Beijing in March 2019, essentially acknowledging China's rights and good 

intentions to "battle terrorism" despite the fact that Chinese Security Forces have been 

imprisoning not only Uighurs but also ethnic Kazakhs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Russia 

In a letter supporting China, Russia and 35 other 

nations accused the West of "politicising human 

rights'' and praised what they called China's 

"extraordinary achievements'' in this area. In 

addition to being one of China's allies and 

business partners, Russia is also one of the BRI's 

most active participants. Nevertheless, Russia 

initially opposed the BRI out of fear of a 

collision with its own Eurasian Economic Union (EEU). President Putin of Russia has agreed 

to join the EEU with the BRI, but the balance of their alliance with China is off because of 

Russia's economic situation. Re-education Camps in the Xinjiang Province of China, and just 

one-eighth of China's total trade volume. The BRI is likely to deepen the gap, which could 

harm relations between China and Russia. 

 

Kyrgyzstan  

The Belt and Road Initiative has had a direct 

impact on Kyrgyzstan because it has improved 

trade relations between Kyrgyzstan and 

Tajikistan. The Kyrgyz government has refrained 

from commenting on the re-education camps in 

Xinjiang, despite the fact that Kyrgyz have also 

been imprisoned in Chinese re-education camps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Turkmenistan 

One of the most isolated nations in Central Asia, 

Turkmenistan prefers to observe neutrally rather 

than take part in most of the formal institutions in 

the area. Turkmenistan signed the July 2019 letter 

to the HRC supporting China along with 

Tajikistan (while the other three Central Asian 

states were absent from either letter). China 

receives the most natural gas from Turkmenistan, which is also its main trading partner. 

Muslims make up the majority of the population 

Turkey 

The Uighurs are Turkic Muslims who have ties to 

Turkey in terms of history, culture, and religion. 

Antonio Guterres, the UN Secretary General, was 

urged to "take effective steps to end the human 

catastrophe" there by Hami Aksoy, the 

spokeswoman for Turkey's foreign ministry. 

Countries worried about the re-education centres 

are looking to Turkey and other OIC members to 

play a bigger role in exerting pressure on China to address the issue. One of the few majority-

Muslim countries to officially condemn China's treatment of the Uighurs is Turkey. This is 

probably because other countries, like Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Indonesia, have made their 

political and economic connections with China a priority. 

 

 

 

 



India 

Chinese ambassadors from 12 nations, 

including India, visited Xinjiang in January 

2019 to demonstrate that the Uighur 

community has been well-cared for under 

Chinese rule. India has expressed 

dissatisfaction with China's handling of the 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (a BRI), 

citing worries over "sovereignty" and 

"territorial integrity" despite India's tacit support for China on the subject of the re-education 

camps. Overall, India has been adaptable in its interactions with China. India has urged stronger 

links with China even as it has expressed concern that the BRI could lead to unmanageable 

debt loads for its neighbours, giving China more power in the region. 

 

 

Pakistan 

In the past, the Pakistani government has 

supported Muslims in places like Kashmir and 

Myanmar by speaking out strongly in favour 

of their rights. Pakistan has, however, largely 

remained silent over the Uighur situation in 

Xinjiang. Pakistan has a close relationship 

with China, as evidenced by the $62 billion 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a 

network of infrastructural projects that are now being built across Pakistan. As a result of the 

project, Pakistan is now heavily indebted to China and sought billions of dollars in loans from 

Saudi Arabia, the International Monetary Fund, and China in 2018 to help salvage its failing 

economy. 

 



Afghanistan 

Due to China's strict religious laws, ethnic 

minorities have long sought safety in 

Afghanistan. Recently, more Uighurs have 

migrated to Afghanistan as a result of the 

Chinese government's increased efforts to 

restrict their freedom of religion and culture. 

Afghanistan nevertheless contributed to the 

letter endorsing China's treatment of Uighurs in 

Xinjiang. The US is currently regaining control of Afghanistan after invading it in the wake of 

the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001. China, on the other hand, has been attempting to improve 

relations with Afghanistan through infrastructural projects and political support of dialogue 

with the Taliban. China has political and economic reasons to want Afghanistan to be stable. 

 

 

Further Statements Made by the International Community 

 

Australia: On 15 March 2021, the Australian Senate considered, but failed to pass, a motion to 

recognize that the Chinese government’s treatment of the Uyghurs constitutes genocide. The 

Australian government is also urged to ask the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to 

relocate the 2022 Olympics from Beijing and to refrain from sending any ministers or senior 

officials to the games. 

 

Belgium: The Belgian Foreign Relations Committee endorsed a motion on June 15, 2021, 

declaring China's acts to be crimes against humanity, expressing concern about the "severe 

possibility" of genocide, and urging a review of all relevant laws, from extradition to 

investment. 

 

Canada: Along with the US, UK, and EU, Canada imposed coordinated human rights sanctions 

on violators of severe human rights against Uyghurs on March 22, 2021. Four PRC officials 

and the Xinjiang police force are subject to visa bans and financial asset freezes as a result of 

the punishment. 

 



On 22 February 2021, the Canadian House of Commons voted 266-0 to recognize the 

persecution of Uyghurs as a genocide being committed by the People’s Republic of China. 

 

Czech Republic: A motion calling for a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing 2022 Olympic Games 

was overwhelmingly approved by the Czech Senate on June 10, 2021, in recognition of the 

Chinese government's actions as crimes against humanity and acts of genocide.  

The Czech Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee denounced the inhumane treatment of the 

Uyghur people and urged the Czech government to take a firm stance against the flagrant 

abuses of human rights that are occurring in the Uyghur Region. (18 March 2021)  

In a resolution supporting Uyghurs and Tibetans, the Czech Senate expressed its concern over 

violations of their human rights. 

 

Germany: On 19 February 2020, the German government’s Commissioner for Global 

Religious Freedom, expressed “great concern” about persecution of Uyghurs, based on leaked 

Chinese government documents known as “The Xinjiang Papers.” Officials from many 

political parties have urged the German government to take more action.  

Germany declared in August 2018 that it would cease all deportations of Uyghurs to China. 

 

Italy: Although it did not designate the crimes as genocide, as originally suggested, the 

Parliament issued a forceful resolution denouncing atrocity crimes against Uyghurs on May 

27, 2021. 

 

Japan: The Uyghur Region, Tibet, Southern Mongolia, and Hong Kong all have "serious 

human rights situations," according to a resolution passed by the Japanese House of 

Representatives on February 1, 2022, that urges the government to monitor these situations "in 

cooperation with the international community" and implement "comprehensive relief 

measures." 

 

Lithuania: By a vote of 86 to 1 with 7 abstentions, the Lithuanian parliament decided on May 

20, 2021, to "strongly condemn China's huge, systematic and egregious human rights violations 

and crimes against humanity" and to request the U.N. to launch "a formal inquiry into the 

Uyghur genocide." 

 



Malaysia: Malaysia announced on September 4, 2020 that it will not extradite Uyghurs to 

China and will instead give them safe passage to a third nation if they believe their safety is in 

danger. 

 

The Netherlands: The treatment of the Uyghur Muslim minority in China amounts to genocide, 

according to a resolution that the Dutch parliament voted on February 25, 2021. This was the 

first such judgement made by a European Parliament. 

 

Taiwan: The first such motion to pass in Asia was passed by Taiwan's Legislative Yuan, which 

recognized that the Chinese government's violations of Uyghurs' and other Muslim ethnic 

groups' human rights amount to genocide. The government is urged by the resolution, which 

was voted on December 27, to stand with other democracies in opposing and upholding 

sanctions on the Chinese state. 

 

United Kingdom: The UK House of Commons approves a motion on April 23, 2021, declaring 

that the Chinese government is killing Uyghurs in a genocide. Many members of the parliament 

were concerned about barring the U.K. from concluding trade agreements with any country 

determined by the British High Court to be engaging in genocide, and the motion was discussed 

numerous times in the Parliament between January and April 2021. 

 

Along with Canada, the EU, and the US, the UK slapped coordinated human rights sanctions 

on aggravating factors against Uyghurs on March 22, 2021. Four PRC officials and the 

Xinjiang police force were subject to visa restrictions and financial asset freezes as a result of 

the punishments. 

 

On 23 December 2020, 46 U.K. parliamentarians called on the government to “act urgently” 

to hold Chinese officials accountable for rights abuses against Uyghurs and other Turkic 

Muslims. They called for UK government support for the opening of an investigation by the 

International Criminal Court into “crimes committed by Chinese officials.” 

 

In contrast to western nations, countries from the Middle East such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, 

Kuwait, and the United Arab Emirates that are prodominently Muslim have been remaining 



silent unlike when they made forceful declarations in support of the Bosnian Muslims and 

advocated for international action in response to the 1992 genocide in Bosnia.2 

 

 

Diagram 1 shows which countries are for or against China’s Xinjiang Policies 

 

Involvement of the United Nations and Previous Actions Taken 

In August 2018, a report on China was examined by the United Nations Committee on the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The UN committee's experts emphasised in their study 

that racial discrimination in anti-terrorism laws, particularly those that target Uighurs and other 

ethnic minorities, is of grave concern. Concerned about allegations of "bulk surveillance 

unfairly targeting ethnic Uighurs," the committee voiced its concern. 

 

Resolution from October 2018 denouncing discrimination against religious minorities in the 

PRC3. The Uighurs are being persecuted and mistreated in Xinjiang, and the United States 

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations has published a resolution denouncing these measures 

as well as those that "restrict their free speech and practice of faith." The resolution also calls 

on the government of the People's Republic of China to recognize the human right to freedom 

of religion, reiterates the United States' commitment to promoting and protecting religious 

freedom, condemns the restriction of religious materials, and expressly rejects the use of 

concentration, internment, or reeducation camps. 

 

 
2 For further information: https://uhrp.org/responses/  
3 https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/667/text?r=85&s=1  

https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/2020-edition-which-countries-are-for-or-against-chinas-xinjiang-policies/
https://uhrp.org/responses/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/667/text?r=85&s=1


Joint Statement, February 2019, urging the UN Human Rights Council to adopt a resolution on 

Xinjiang.4 This was a statement from a number of human rights organisations asking the UN 

Human Rights Council to pass a resolution on the re-education centres in Xinjiang. In spite of 

claims that its "Strike Hard Campaign tackles extremism and terrorism," the statement contends 

that the Chinese government truly wants to "eradicate Muslim's separate identity and to secure 

their devotion to the government and Chinese Communist Party." A fact-finding mission 

should be undertaken by the Human Rights Council, according to the document, so that it can 

assess the claims of widespread violations in Xinjiang and take the necessary action. 

Buildings believed to be part of a re-education camp in Xinjiang  

 

High Commissioner for Human Rights of the United Nations statement from March 2019. 

Michelle Bachelet, the High Commissioner for Human Rights of the United Nations, requested 

entry to Xinjiang in March 2019 in order to "check" the "worrying information they are 

receiving" about re-education centres housing millions of Uighurs. In addition, she said that 

she "wants to engage China in a serious discourse on this urgent issue" and that she "will 

continue to advocate for permission to visit Xinjiang shortly." Since then, China has requested 

that Bachelet "respect China's sovereignty". 

 

Resolution 2019/2690 against China, specifically the treatment of religious and racial 

minorities (RSP)5. With a resolution on China and the plight of religious and racial minorities 

 
4 https://usun.usmission.gov/joint-statement-on-behalf-of-50-countries-in-the-un-general-assembly-third-

committee-on-the-human-rights-situation-in-xinjiang-china/  

 
5 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-8-2019-0255_EN.html  

https://usun.usmission.gov/joint-statement-on-behalf-of-50-countries-in-the-un-general-assembly-third-committee-on-the-human-rights-situation-in-xinjiang-china/
https://usun.usmission.gov/joint-statement-on-behalf-of-50-countries-in-the-un-general-assembly-third-committee-on-the-human-rights-situation-in-xinjiang-china/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-8-2019-0255_EN.html


that was adopted in April 2019, the European Union has taken a strong stance on the current 

circumstances facing the Uighurs in Xinjiang. The resolution notes that the Chinese 

government has "stepped up its antagonism" toward "the freedoms of expression and religion," 

and it condemns the violation of human rights in Xinjiang. "The Chinese Government is called 

upon to quickly put an end to the practice of arbitrary detentions," the resolution states. 

Furthermore, it urges the release of information regarding the missing people in Xinjiang and 

demands for the suspension of all exports of technology that aids China's cyber surveillance.In 

April 2019, the EU published a press release in which the parliament urged "the Chinese 

Government to put an end to the arbitrary detentions of members of the Uyghur and Kazakh 

minority and Tibetans, without any indictment, trial, or conviction for a criminal act." 

 

Some attendees in the July 2019 Security Council meeting behind closed doors at the United 

Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia reported it as a contentious 

discussion. Following that, 22 largely Western nations wrote a letter to the UN denouncing 

China's widespread incarceration of Muslims. China's allies responded to this letter by writing 

another letter to the UN.6 

 

 

Further Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 

 

● United Nations Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment  

7 

● 1951 Refugee Convention, Resolution 2198 (XXI) adopted by the United Nations 

General Assembly8 

  

 
6  For further information regarding Multilateral Actions and Actions committed by Civil Society Organisations: 

https://uhrp.org/responses/  
7 https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-

inhuman-or-degrading 

 
8 https://treaties.un.org/doc/source/docs/A_RES_21_2198-E.pdf  

https://uhrp.org/responses/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading
https://treaties.un.org/doc/source/docs/A_RES_21_2198-E.pdf


● International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 

Adopted and opened for signature and ratification by General Assembly resolution of 

21st December 1965  9 

 

● International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted and opened for signature, 

ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) of 16th 

December 1966 entry into force 23rd March 1976, in accordance with Article 4910 

 

●  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights adopted and opened 

for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) 

of 16th December 1966 entry into force 3 January 1976, in accordance with article 27.11 

 

Conclusion 

It may appear that the two coalitions of nations that wrote letters to the HRC in July 2019—

one condemning and the other endorsing China's administration of Xinjiang—reflect a world 

that is sharply split on this topic. Chinese diplomats criticise Western nations' criticism of 

China's re-education centres as being misinformed or outright dishonest. Chinese friends 

promote the nation's experience as a productive counterterrorism tactic that the rest of the world 

can adopt. However, there is more intricacy to this subject than the two lists of signatories 

might imply, and as a result, there is room for negotiation and debate. 

China has changed its official policy and rhetoric on the re-education camps in response to 

international pressure on this topic, despite the fact that it is aware of its economic clout and 

global standing. China initially denied their existence, later acknowledged them, and most 

recently announced that the inmates had been released. 

Although many of the nations and groups exerting the most ardent and prominent pressure have 

not been satisfied, this nevertheless shows that China is susceptible to it. Many important 

nations are still mainly silent and have so far decided not to take any action. When they do, 

 
9 https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-elimination-all-

forms-racial  
10 https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-

rights  
11 https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-

cultural-rights  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-elimination-all-forms-racial
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-elimination-all-forms-racial
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights


they might drastically change the conversation - especially since some of them are important 

Muslim-majority countries and/or China's Central Asian neighbours 

However, several of the nations who appear to have sided with China on the surface are actually 

negotiating back and forth on similar matters to further their own domestic agendas. Another 

possibility stems from the fact that Xinjiang is a vital hub for China's Belt and Road Initiative. 

Each project represents a country partnership with China that can be continuously renegotiated, 

not just in terms of concrete and steel but also in terms of diplomatic ties. 

Given these circumstances, it is necessary to consider the following questions whilst writing 

the resolution: 

1. What action could be taken to prompt China to comply with Human Rights regulations 

without violating the nation's sovereignty? 

2. What steps could local Xinjiang government and non-government stakeholders take 

towards solving the problem of reeducation camps? 

3. What recommendations could be included in a resolution that would help to strengthen 

both cultural diversity and political stability in Xinjiang? 
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Glossary 

Human trafficking: The act of recruiting, transporting, transferring, harboring, or receiving 

persons through force, coercion, or other means with the intention of exploiting them.  

Exploitation: Exploitation is the act of selfishly taking advantage of someone or a group of 

people in order to profit from them or otherwise benefit oneself. 

Transnational Organised Crime Groups: Transnational organised crime is organised crime 

coordinated across national borders, involving groups or markets of individuals working in 

more than one country to plan and execute illegal business ventures. In order to achieve their 

goals, these criminal groups use systematic violence and corruption. 

 

Introduction 

The subject of human trafficking is complicated and extremely troubling, reflecting both the 

nature of globalisation and the development of human rights discourse and practice. The 

international community, particularly some non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and 

governments, have grown more concerned with the phenomenon over the past few years and 

with increasing frequency and intensity. It has been frequently claimed that because of how 

much it is growing, human trafficking has become one of the most urgent human rights 

violations in the world.  

 



It is impossible to determine how many people are being trafficked each year, however there 

is little doubt that this is a major issue with estimates of victims ranging from hundreds of 

thousands to millions. Based on the State Department's report, 50,000–100,000 women and 

children are trafficked into the United States alone every year.  

 

Trafficking is also a truly global phenomenon. The Middle East, Southeast Asia, East Asia, 

South Asia, Western Europe, Eastern Europe, South America, Central America, and North 

America are among the regions where human trafficking has been documented by the 

International Organization for Migration. 

 

The Victim Profile 

 

Any age and any gender can become a victim of human trafficking. However, a significant 

number of women are both victims and perpetrators of human trafficking. Female offenders 

play a significant part in human trafficking, especially when former victims become 

perpetrators in order to avoid being victimised themselves. Although victims are vulnerable, 

they come from a variety of racial and socioeconomic origins, have varying levels of education, 

and may or may not have legal status. 

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) reports that Central and 

Southeastern Europe, Western Europe, and Asia are where the majority of drug traffickers are 

found. Criminal organisations that traffic in women and girls for sex are frequently involved in 

the transnational trafficking of drugs and weapons, and they frequently resort to violence in 

their operations. 

 

Female victims continue to be the main targets of human trafficking, according to UNODC's 

2020 Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, which was created using official data from more 

than 148 countries. According to the report, 19% of the victims who were found in 2018 were 

girls and 46% were women. According to the report, 20% of victims who were found to be 

male were males, and 15% were boys. The report reveals that over the past 15 years, the 

proportion of minors among those who were trafficked has tripled, while the proportion of boys 

has climbed five-fold. Every third victim found worldwide is a youngster. Boys are primarily 

used for forced labor while girls are primarily trafficked for sexual exploitation. 

 



The fundamental idea that women and girls' lives are worthless is one driving force behind the 

growth of human trafficking. Women and girls are more likely to be abused, trafficked, and 

forced into sex slavery in societies where they are undervalued or not regarded at all.  

 

diagram 1. A map of the world showing countries by level of women's physical security, 2011. 

The Trafficker Profile 

People are lured and caught up in forced labour and sex trafficking by traffickers who take 

advantage of their weaknesses. Human traffickers frequently use force, threats, falsehoods, or 

other forms of psychological coercion to recruit, transport, harbour, procure, and exploit their 

victims. A well-paying career, a loving relationship, or novel and exciting prospects are what 

traffickers often promise. In other situations, they might kidnap people or try to control them 

through abuse of drugs or force. 

Numerous methods of control are used by traffickers, include renaming victims, sexual assault, 

physical and emotional torture, the seizure of identity and money, and isolation from friends 

and family. Traffickers frequently recognize and use the weaknesses of their victims to 

establish dependency. In order to exert control, they promise to take care of their target's 

requirements. Because of a variety of factors, including psychological trauma, guilt, emotional 



attachment, or actual threats to their own safety or the safety of their children, victims become 

stuck and fear leaving. 

Because the traffickers and their victims frequently have similar national, ethnic, or cultural 

backgrounds, the traffickers can more easily identify and take advantage of the weaknesses of 

their victims. 

Traffickers can be large criminal organisations or lone criminals. Human trafficking has been 

proven to be committed by pimps, gangs, family members, labor brokers, employers of 

domestic workers, small business owners, and large factory owners. They all share the 

inclination to use other people for financial gain. 

 

The Demanders 

The demand is created by consumers who purchase goods and services or by those who work 

in the sex business. They might include people that use the sex industry, businesses that use 

illegal workshops as subcontractors, and customers who purchase low-quality counterfeit 

items. On a global scale, some nations are primarily the conduits for forged 

as demand-generating agents, individuals. They are motivated by a desire to profit from goods 

and services, particularly affordable sexual services, combined with a lack of concern for the 

traffic conditions that the consumer exploits. 

Some customers, including people in the sex industry or those who work for businesses that 

subcontract with illegal workshops, are fully aware of the exploitative nature of their behavior, 

but other customers might not have asked where the things they purchase are made. 

In a global setting, certain nations can profit from higher tax revenues, the rewards of sex 

tourism, or other revenue streams connected to the exploitation of human trafficking victims 

within their borders. 

 

 Trafficking Patterns 

Human Rights Watch has documented cases of trafficking in women, and while the issue varies 

depending on the environment, several recurring themes have been observed. Despite the fact 

that the majority of the studies made by Human Rights Watch has concentrated on the 



trafficking of women and children into the sex industry, reports from numerous reliable sources 

reveal patterns that are also common in the trafficking of men, women, and children for forced 

marriage, bonded sweatshop labor, and other types of work. The root of the issue and the focus 

of any attempt to solve it must always be the coercive methods used by traffickers, including 

deception, fraud, intimidation, isolation, threatening and use of physical violence, and/or debt 

bondage.  

 

In a typical scenario, a woman is persuaded to immigrate after being promised a highly paid 

job in another nation or province because there are no other possibilities available to her locally. 

There are also instances where women are deceived into accepting false marriage proposals or 

vacation invitations, where parents trade their children for a financial advance and/or 

assurances of future wages, or when victims are outright abducted. The woman's travel and job 

placement are then organised by an agent, who also secures the required travel documents, 

contacts employers or job brokers, and hires an escort to travel with the woman. The woman is 

handed to an employer or another mediator who arranges for her work after the necessary 

preparations have been made. The type of work she does, where she does it, and the terms and 

conditions of her employment are all outside of her control. Many women discover they have 

been misled about the type of work they will be doing, the majority have been misled about the 

payment and working conditions, and all of them find themselves in coercive and abusive 

situations from which it is dangerous and difficult to escape. 

 

Debt bondage is the most prevalent form of coercion that Human Rights Watch has identified. 

Women are instructed to labour for free until they have paid back the purchase price that their 

employers lent them—an amount that is significantly greater than the cost of their travel 

expenditures. This cost is invariably larger than planned and is frequently increased by arbitrary 

fines and fraudulent account keeping, even for those women who were aware that they would 

be in debt. Employers continue to have the authority to "resell" indebted women into new debt 

levels. Some women discover that their obligations never completely go and continue to grow. 

Other women do receive debt relief eventually, but only after enduring months or years of 

violent and coerced labour.  

 

To prevent escape, employers take full advantage of the women's vulnerable position as 

migrants: they do not understand the local language, are not familiar with their surroundings, 



and fear being caught and treated unfairly by local law enforcement.  A variety of coercive 

techniques, such as persistent surveillance, isolation, threats of retribution against the woman 

and/or her family members at home, and the seizure of passports and other official documents, 

add to these factors. 

 

Types of Industries Involved in Human Trafficking  

Most victims of trafficked forced labour are those who are on the periphery of society and the 

formal economy and have erratic employment or immigration status. The industries that are 

most frequently reported on are horticulture or agriculture, construction, sweatshop-produced 

clothing and textiles, catering and restaurants, domestic work, leisure, and the sex business. 

The provision of healthcare services, for example, as well as other rather prominent economic 

sectors including food processing, health care, and contract cleaning are all impacted by human 

trafficking. 

 

Different Forms of Trafficking 

Sex Trafficking: Trafficking in persons for sexual purposes includes the exploitation of and 

compulsion of migrants into sexual acts as a condition of facilitating or allowing their migration 

by the traffickers. This form of trafficking frequently makes use of coercion, misuse of power, 

physical or mental exploitation, deceit, and bondage acquired through coerced debt. 

Women and children who have been trafficked frequently receive promises of employment in 

the service or domestic sector but are instead taken to brothels or other locations where they 

must perform sex labor. During which time the traffickers are seizing their passports and other 

forms of identification. 

 

In significant instances, it has been revealed that the traffickers beat or imprisoned the sex 

trafficking victims and then offered them freedom in exchange for money from prostitution. 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) stated that 4.5 million people globally are 

impacted by sex trafficking. While the majority of victims are placed in violent or coercive 

situations from which it is nearly impossible, risky, and difficult to flee. 

 



Labour Trafficking: The term "labour trafficking" refers to the use of slaves in all forms of 

labour, including debt slavery, serfdom, work camps, etc. The International Labor Organization 

(ILO) defines forced labour as an involuntary activity or service that is rendered by the victims 

under threat of punishment, which includes the majority of tasks that fall under this category. 

The transfer of workers for the purpose of forced labour or services, including domestic or 

involuntary servitude, bonded or child labour, is known as labour trafficking. 

 

Most frequently, it occurs in the fields of agriculture, industry, construction, household chores, 

entertainment, etc. While indigenous peoples and migrant workers are particularly vulnerable 

to becoming victims, it is more frequently implemented and enforced on migratory workers 

who have travelled far from their homes and only arrived in another country to work. Due to 

the fact that they cannot adequately protest about their miserable circumstances to the relevant 

authorities, they are easily recognized due to their physical, linguistic, cultural, or ethnic 

differences from the general population. 

 

Child trafficking: In order to use them as slaves, forced labourers, or other forms of 

exploitation, minors must be recruited, transported, harboured, transferred, or received. 

Children can be exploited in a variety of ways, such as commercial sexual exploitation, which 

involves forcing them into prostitution or other types of sexual activities like pornography. 

 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) has estimated that approximately 1.2 million 

children are trafficked annually. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 



reported in 2012 that, over a three-year period, the percentage of minor victims increased from 

20 to 27 percent. 

 

Key Challenges 

Transnational Organized Crime Groups  

A criminal investigation and prosecution of offenders for 

trafficking as well as any other illegal activity they engage 

in should be conducted because trafficking is nearly always 

a form of organised crime. 

The victims of crime should include those who are being 

trafficked. A humanitarian goal, victim support and 

protection is crucial to ensuring that victims are prepared and 

willing to cooperate with law enforcement.  

Trafficking has become a worldwide issue, just like other forms of organised crime. In order 

to explore new markets, groups that were previously engaged in particular routes or regions 

have broadened the geographic extent of their operations. Some have combined or developed 

cooperation alliances, broadening their illegal enterprise's geographic scope. The use of 

trafficking victims as a commodity has expanded the criminal economy to include other goods 

including drugs, weapons, and money laundering that help traffickers make money illegally or 

lower their risks. 

Some criminals have turned to human trafficking as an alternative to other, riskier illicit 

activities because of the relatively low dangers and significant potential rewards.Countries 

have started to develop the necessary criminal offences and enforcement powers to investigate, 

prosecute, and punish traffickers and to seize their profits since the Protocol to Prevent, 

Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons12, Especially Women and Children, 

Supplementing the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime was adopted in 

November 2000. However, expertise and resources will be required to fully implement the new 

measures.The degree to which traffickers intimidate their victims lowers the risks even more, 

 
12 Further information regarding the protocol is in “Further Treaties and other instruments particularly relevant 

to trafficking” section 

 



both in the countries of destination, where they fear deportation or prosecution for crimes like 

prostitution or illegal immigration, and in the countries of origin, where they run the risk of 

reprisal or re-victimization if they cooperate with law enforcement. In order to strengthen 

victims' willingness to collaborate with law enforcement and as a required means of 

rehabilitation, the support and protection of victims is a crucial component in the battle against 

trafficking. 

 

Poverty, Globalization and Unemployment 

Women may migrate voluntarily due to a lack of economic, educational, and social possibilities 

before becoming involuntarily trafficked for sex work. As national boundaries have become 

more open to the free flow of goods and services, migration and human trafficking have 

increased as a result of the economic effects of globalisation. Additionally, gender disparity 

encourages women to relocate to the informal economy, which is riskier for them. Internet 

technology, globalisation, and unemployment have all made human trafficking more prevalent.  

 

Governmental Involvement and Corrupted Officials Role on the Matter  

Government efforts to stop human trafficking have been generally ineffective. Corrupt officials 

in both the countries of origin and destination frequently assist in trafficking abuses by giving 

fake documents to trafficking agents, ignoring immigration infractions, and taking bribes from 

the employers of trafficked women to cover up illegal actions in each case where it has been 

proven that authorities' disregard for the abuses of human rights caused by trafficking has 

permitted the activity to continue with impunity.  

Police raids may result in the release of trafficked women from their employers, but they are 

not provided with any services or avenues for recourse, and instead endure more abuse at the 

hands of the authorities. Officials ignore infractions of national anti-prostitution laws and 

immigration regulations in favour of the human rights of trafficking victims, even in the face 

of obvious evidence of forced labour and trafficking.  

As a result, the women are sought out as unauthorised immigrants or prostitutes, and the 

traffickers either manage to get away with it or just receive light punishment for their roles in 

the illegal immigration or prostitution industries. 



 

Block Positions with Regard to Human Trafficking 

Western Europe 

Although Western Europe is sometimes depicted as the birthplace of modern culture and 

human rights, it is also the main location of prostitution and other forms of trafficking on the 

continent. According to estimates from the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 

between 100,000 and 150,000 victims—mostly women and children—arrive in Western 

Europe each year, mostly from the Baltic and Eastern European nations. 

Although there are many organisations engaged in human trafficking globally, Turkish and 

East European organisations, which focus on prostitution and sexual exploitation, dominate the 

market in Europe. 

They frequently carry their victims along different routes that pass via Slovakia, Hungary, the 

Czech Republic, Serbia, and Slovenia, as well as nations including Albania, Kosovo, the Czech 

Republic, Slovakia, Lithuania, Romania, and Bulgaria  

The goal is to get to France and Germany, which serve as both transit and final destinations for 

trafficking. The Netherlands and Switzerland are a couple of other well-liked destinations. 

Human trafficking, notably prostitution, is a particular issue in Western Europe. Adult 

prostitution is at least partially permitted in several nations (including Germany, France, and 

the Netherlands), which gives human traffickers frequent opportunities to conceal their 

activities. 

In order to distinguish between human trafficking and legal prostitution, it is crucial to give 

rules. 

 

Eastern Europe 

The majority of women trafficked for prostitution come from Eastern European nations. The 

victims of sexual exploitation traverse international and regional borders. It is the largest 

European market for human trafficking, with more than 175,000 victims each year being 

brought in from the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 



Most victims who engage in international prostitution are recruited from Russia or Ukraine, 

and the majority of these women are sent to North America, the Middle East, the Far East, and 

South Africa. The majority of them, who are from Russia, Ukraine, and Moldavia, stay inside 

of European borders. At the moment, these three nations serve as the main hub for organised 

prostitution in Europe. However, the problem still remains; we are unsure of the number of 

people who are freely engaged in mobile and active prostitution as well as the number who are 

in fact the victims of human trafficking. However, even if trafficking takes place with the 

cooperation of the individuals, those individuals are still considered criminals and must be 

punished under the 1949 United Nations Convention for the Suppression of Traffic in Other 

Persons13. Women from the former Soviet Union have been trafficked widely over the past 10 

years 

 

Pacific and East Asia 

An estimated 225,000 victims are stolen from Southeast Asia each year, according to estimates. 

Travellers frequently go to the Asia and Pacific regions for sex tourism, which is also one of 

the main sources of income for those governments. 

Women  and children are trafficked regularly into and out of the People's Republic of China, 

which serves as a transit country for sexual exploitation. China's problem, however, extends 

beyond its borders because of the establishment of a global network of trafficking. 

China is important in East Asia and the Pacific because there are between ten and twenty 

thousand victims of human trafficking there every year. The "bride-market" is growing as a 

result of the demographic imbalance between Chinese males and women. But because of its 

socialist past and tainted leadership, one of China's top priorities was to prevent its citizens 

from moving abroad permanently. 

Japan is yet another destination for sex tourism, with an estimated 150 000 trafficked women. 

Most of the casualties are from Thailand and the Philippines. 

 
13 https://polis.osce.org/convention-suppression-traffic-persons-and-exploitation-prostitution-

others#:~:text=The%20Convention%20for%20the%20Suppression,worth%20of%20the%20human%20person%

22.  

https://polis.osce.org/convention-suppression-traffic-persons-and-exploitation-prostitution-others#:~:text=The%20Convention%20for%20the%20Suppression,worth%20of%20the%20human%20person%22
https://polis.osce.org/convention-suppression-traffic-persons-and-exploitation-prostitution-others#:~:text=The%20Convention%20for%20the%20Suppression,worth%20of%20the%20human%20person%22
https://polis.osce.org/convention-suppression-traffic-persons-and-exploitation-prostitution-others#:~:text=The%20Convention%20for%20the%20Suppression,worth%20of%20the%20human%20person%22


Cross-border trafficking is prevalent in the Mekong region of Thailand, Burma, Laos, 

Cambodia, Vietnam, and the Southern Yunnan province of China. Victims from Southeast 

Asia, especially China, Burma, the Philippines, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam, are also 

sent to Western Europe, the United States, Australia, and the Middle East, but also to newly 

industrialised countries, such as Taiwan, Malaysia and Thailand.  

 

Latin and Central America 

Since the late 1990s, the issue of human trafficking in Central America has gained attention. 

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act14 (TVPA) and the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, 

and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children (commonly known as the 

Trafficking Protocol) are two U.S. programs that are responsible for this rise in public 

awareness. The TVPA and the Trafficking Protocol are the main tools the United States uses 

to combat trafficking in Central America, earning it the title of being the region's anti-

trafficking leader. 

Additionally common is human trafficking throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. Over 

100,000 women and children are now being trafficked for sexual exploitation, according to the 

U.S. Department of State. Additionally, the Organization of American States cautions that over 

2 million children in Latin America are at risk of prostitute trafficking and sexual exploitation. 

Due to recent limitations on sex tourism in Thailand, Sri Lanka, and other Asian nations, the 

number of sex tourists travelling to Latin America is rising, with popular destinations including 

Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Costa Rica, Argentina, and Trinidad and Tobago. 

While Brazil has one of the worst child prostitution problems in the world, the Dominican 

Republic is thought to be the destination country for more than 50,000 women. These victims 

are primarily transported through human trafficking to Western Europe and the US. 

 

 

 
14 https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking/key-

legislation#:~:text=The%20Trafficking%20Victims%20Protection%20Act%20of%202000%20(TVPA)%2C%2

0Pub,of%20slavery%20domestically%20and%20internationally. 

 

https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking/key-legislation#:~:text=The%20Trafficking%20Victims%20Protection%20Act%20of%202000%20(TVPA)%2C%20Pub,of%20slavery%20domestically%20and%20internationally
https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking/key-legislation#:~:text=The%20Trafficking%20Victims%20Protection%20Act%20of%202000%20(TVPA)%2C%20Pub,of%20slavery%20domestically%20and%20internationally
https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking/key-legislation#:~:text=The%20Trafficking%20Victims%20Protection%20Act%20of%202000%20(TVPA)%2C%20Pub,of%20slavery%20domestically%20and%20internationally


Africa and Middle East 

In North Africa and the Middle East, domestic servitude and sexual exploitation are said to be 

the most prevalent types of human trafficking. The primary victims of human trafficking, 

including prostitution, forced marriage, and domestic slavery, are children. 

Women and children are frequently imported into the Middle East, particularly from Asian 

nations like Thailand, the Philippines, and Indonesia. In the end, the victims arrive in nations 

like Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, where they are further sold as prostitutes or 

even brides. 

Contrarily, Israel is an open market, welcoming women and children from the former Soviet 

Union who are transported there by professional crime organizations. 

Over 2000 women from Russia and the former Soviet Union are imported into Israel, claims 

the Israel Women's Union. In that regard, prostitution is neither prohibited in Israel, nor is there 

any special legislation against it. 

The U.S. Department of State estimates that more than 50,000 women and children are 

trafficked each year in Africa. Important determinants include warfare, poverty, and the low 

status of women. Due to political unrest like wars and civil unrest, women and children are 

particularly vulnerable to trafficking in some nations like Sudan and Rwanda. Child labor is a 

significant issue in other nations like Togo, Benin, Botswana, Zaire, Somalia, Ethiopia, 

Zambia, Nigeria, and Algeria. 

 

Australia 

Despite the fact that the bulk of visitors come to Australia for its abundance in flora and fauna, 

others go specifically to partake in the renowned organised sex tours. The Philippines, 

Thailand, South Korea, Sri Lanka, and Hong Kong are typical destinations, with Indonesia and 

Taiwan serving as a secondary route. To stop the growing trafficking of Asian women to 

Australia for prostitution, the Australian government aims to enact stricter regulations. 

Additionally, Australia has participated actively in public awareness campaigns against all 

types of human trafficking. 

 



United States of America 

According to the U.S. Department of State, 50,000 women and children are trafficked into the 

country each year. Southeast Asia and the former Soviet Union account for the majority of the 

victims. About 50% of the victims are coerced into domestic servitude and sweatshop labour. 

The remaining people are forced into prostitution and the sex trade. Typically, young children, 

particularly those from Mexico, are abducted and sold for adoption. The states having the 

highest percentage of arriving victims of human trafficking include New York, Florida, North 

Carolina, California, and Hawaii. However, Russian criminal organisations are also actively 

involved in trafficking in small towns and the surrounding area. 

 

Diagram 2 shows the global human trafficking from countries of origin and destination/2011 

 

Involvement of the United Nations and Previous Actions Taken 

The Global Action to Prevent and Address Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of 

Migrants has been launched by the European Union (EU) and UNODC (United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime). The UN is leading a number of initiatives or solutions. 

For instance, the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime is being 

implemented, and the Human Trafficking Knowledge Portal is an endeavour to make 

information on its implementation more widely available. 

The Human Trafficking Knowledge Portal also houses a collection of laws and a database of 

jurisprudence on officially recorded court cases involving human trafficking. The Smuggling 



of Migrants Knowledge Portal, on the other hand, is crucial. It is an initiative to make 

information about the application of the UN Convention against Transnational Organized 

Crime more widely available. 

A case law database and a database of laws are both hosted on the Smuggling of Migrants 

Knowledge Portal. 

 

The UN General Assembly has charged the Inter-Agency Coordination Group against 

Trafficking in Persons (ICAT), a political forum, with enhancing coordination between UN 

agencies and other pertinent international organisations to enable a holistic and all-

encompassing approach to preventing and combating human trafficking, including the 

protection and support of victims. 

Through governmental, intergovernmental, and civil society groups, the UNODC Voluntary 

Trust Fund for Victims of Human Trafficking offers victims of trafficking basic humanitarian, 

legal, and financial help. 

 

 

Further Treaties and Other Instruments Particularly Relevant to Trafficking 

 

● Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 

and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational 

Organized Crime, 2000 (Trafficking Protocol)15 

 

● Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 1979 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989 16 

 

 
15 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-

trafficking-persons 

 
16 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-

discrimination-against-women 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-trafficking-persons
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-trafficking-persons
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women


● Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, 

child prostitution and child pornography, 2000 17 

 

● United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, 2000 18 

 

● International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families, 199019 

 

● International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966 20 

 

● International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966 21 

 

● Council of Europe, Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, 2005 

(European Trafficking Convention) 22 

 

● Charter of Fundamental Rights in the European Union, 2000, article 5, and Directive 

2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and Council on preventing and combating 

trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims, 2011 23 

 

 
17 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/optional-protocol-convention-rights-child-sale-

children-child 

 
 
18 https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/organized-crime/intro/UNTOC.html 

 
19 https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-

all-migrant-workers 

 
20 https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-

rights 

 
21 https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-

cultural-rights 

 
22 https://rm.coe.int/168008371d 

 
23 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:101:0001:0011:EN:PDF 
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://rm.coe.int/168008371d
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:101:0001:0011:EN:PDF


● South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, Convention on Preventing and 

Combating Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution, 200224 

 

Stakeholders and Major Parties Involved 

International Organization for Migration 

IOM, a major intergovernmental organisation in the 

field of migration since its founding in 1951, 

collaborates closely with governmental, 

intergovernmental, and non-governmental partners. 

IOM works to promote international cooperation on 

migration issues, to help in the search for workable solutions to migration problems, and to 

provide humanitarian aid to migrants in need, including refugees and internally displaced 

people. IOM also works to help ensure the orderly and humane management of migration. 

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  

Along with being in charge of carrying out the UN 

lead program on terrorism, the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is a global 

leader in the struggle against illegal drugs and 

transnational crime. Since its founding in 1997, 

UNODC has worked to increase global 

cooperation in the fight against illicit drug production, trafficking, and crimes involving drugs 

as well as to raise awareness of the hazards of drug usage. In order to support stable and 

effective criminal justice systems, strengthen the rule of law, and address the growing 

challenges posed by transnational organised crime and corruption, UNODC also strives to 

increase crime prevention and provide assistance with criminal justice reform. 

 

 
24 https://www.ilo.org/newdelhi/whatwedo/publications/WCMS_251026/lang--en/index.htm 
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Human Rights Watch  

Human Rights Watch works to uphold human rights all throughout 

the world. It meticulously looks into wrongdoings, disseminates the 

information, and puts pressure on people in positions of authority to 

uphold rights and secure justice. As a part of a dynamic movement to 

protect human dignity and advance the cause of human rights for all, 

Human Rights Watch is an independent, global organisation. Respect 

for the dignity of every human being, international human rights law, and humanitarian law 

serve as its guiding principles. 

 

United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner  

The United Nations Human Rights Office, also 

known as the Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR), is a division of the UN 

Secretariat that works to advance and defend the 

human rights that are protected by international law 

and outlined in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Following the 1993 World 

Conference on Human Rights, the UN General Assembly created the office in December of 

that year. 

 

Required Services and State Obligations 

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy in the case that their human rights are violated, 

according to Human Rights Issues in Criminal Justice. Any person whose human rights have 

been violated is required by law to have the fundamental right to effective remedies and 

effective justice, which aims to offer effective recourse. They reply to queries about seeking 

justice, in particular, within the following three categories: effective remedy, judicial access, 

actual reparations, and/or just satisfactions. 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) contains a general article 

stating that "all governments should respect and ensure to all persons residing within their 



territory the rights recognized in the Covenant." States are required to make sure that people 

have easy access to enforceable remedies when they have been violated. 

All States Parties of Origin and of Destination are required by the UNODC Toolkit to Combat 

Trafficking in Persons25, particularly Chapter 8 regarding the Principles of Victim Assistance, 

to consider implementing measures to provide for the physical, psychological, and social 

recovery of trafficked victims. The following sorts of help should be offered by governments, 

in collaboration with non-governmental organisations: medical;  psychological; language and 

translation; rehabilitation, skill training, and education; and shelter. 

 

Medical Assistance 

The most pressing issue that each State should prioritise is medical need. It is only reasonable 

to assume that the victims will experience physical injuries and/or illnesses given their living 

conditions and treatment. They might also have used drugs, and they might be dealing with 

health issues brought on by such use. Additionally, victims—especially those who have 

experienced sexual exploitation—may be at risk for contracting STDs like HIV/AIDS. Medical 

evaluations and regular care checks are necessary in any situation. 

 

Counselling Services 

The victim's relationships and conduct are affected by being a victim of human trafficking. The 

victim frequently experiences despair and has a generalised fear of starting new relationships. 

Even with the proper care, such experiences could not entirely vanish. The primary emphasis 

is on treatment, which is essential to aiding victims in recovering and reestablishing their 

personal lives, ideally in their own nation. 

 

Legal Assistance 

On two levels, providing victims with legal aid is crucial. A legislative framework is absolutely 

necessary for victim protection and support. Without enough legislation and criminal 

 
25 https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Toolkit-files/07-89375_Ebook%5B1%5D.pdf  

https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/Toolkit-files/07-89375_Ebook%5B1%5D.pdf


prosecution, crimes go unpunished and offenders are allowed to remain at large. Second, when 

it comes to identifying trafficking networks and gangs, the victims are crucial. Because of this, 

it is crucial that they are informed about consenting to testify against them in a criminal case. 

Furthermore, giving victims hope and aiding them in building a new, secure, and joyful 

surroundings are two additional benefits of establishing a strong and reliable judicial system. 

 

Translation and Language 

Human trafficking victims rarely remain inside the boundaries of their own nation. Most of the 

time, the victims are even unaware of their location. The victim is also unable to communicate 

since they do not understand the language and are unfamiliar with the formalities of the 

bureaucracy. Keeping this in mind, lowering language and cultural barriers is a crucial step in 

improving the dissemination of information. In any instance, it is essential to offer a translator's 

services, particularly one who is also the victim's sexual partner. 

 

Education, Training in Skills, and Rehabilitation 

Regardless of whether the victim is allowed to remain in the destination state or is returned to 

their home country, education, training, and rehabilitation support services must be provided. 

 

Shelter 

Most of the cases, victims need a safe haven since they lack a suitable location to remain and 

can't get away from their abusers. Such sanctuaries for victims must be provided by both the 

destination governments and the countries of origin. The victims should be given access to the 

aforementioned aid programs right away in addition to the secure housing. 

 

Conclusion 

The international community has made attempts, but human trafficking is still a problem and 

is getting worse. No matter the new policies, recommendations, or regulations, new 



technological advancements and new types of tactics will continue to make human trafficking 

one of the worst 21st-century violations of human rights century. 

Unfortunately, there isn't a straightforward way to prevent human trafficking. Smaller efforts, 

though, can make a difference in terms of limiting its expansion. The significance of the UNs 

work demonstrates its absolute necessity. 

 

Given these circumstances, it is necessary to investigate and address the following issues in a 

resolution: 

1. Punishing offenders (alternative ways of punishments) 

2. The Legal Framework 

3. The Government Involvement 

4. Improving border security and local security measures 

5. Increasing public awareness worldwide (schools, social media, campaigns etc.) 

6. Providing victims with medical care, protection, counselling, and other forms of 

emotional support. 

7. Increasing cooperation between countries, intergovernmental organisations, and non-

governmental organisations 
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