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1. Letter From SG’s 
 
Distinguished participants, 
 
After an eventful 2 years, we are back and we are excited to invite all of you to the 6th 
edition of SOBILMUN. 
 
As the world, we have lost countless significant key points of our lives because of the 
pandemic. Our excitement snuffed, our joy disintegrated and our hope, lost. The darkness in 
these moments clouded us all, even the brightest person. Thankfully we have overcame the 
situation and once again are trying to live our lives to the fullest. 
 
This virus has affected many students, nipping their way to socialize and improve 
themselves, in the bud. Our freedom was taken from us. We want to once again emphasize 
that those chains which held us captive will and has been broken. Once again free, we are 
returning with all the excitement and passion that has been saved up inside of all of us. We 
hope to cultivate the same passion in your hearts. 
 
We are honored to host twelve distinct committees which are carefully crafted by our 
academic team, considering the minutest detail, taking into consideration key topics from all 
around the world and threading them into our committees. We all want to prepare an 
unforgettable experience for everyone participating, therefore creating the best possible 
debate environment is extremely important.  
 
Our fire of peace still continues to burn within all of our past participants. Our aim is to light 
it once again in many more hearts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Aras Köseoğlu & Agâh Yusuf Zal 
 

2. Letter From USG 
 
Dear participants of SOBILMUN 2023, 
 
It is my immense pleasure to welcome you all to the SOBILMUN’23 as the Under Secretary 
General of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Let me introduce 
myself first, I am Emir Emiroğlu and I am currently studying as an IB student in Sakıp 



Sabancı Anatolian High School. As you can guess, I live in Istanbul. I am very excited since 
the time I was given the opportunity of being the Under Secretary General of UNHCR.  
 
My dear delegates, in the UNHCR, you will be discussing very popular and most 
significantly recent agenda items that the world is facing at this moment in time. I myself 
have strived to write down all the necessary information for you to work upon in this study 
guide. So, all of the needed data and sources about the topics of “The Displacement Issues of 
the Refugees in Turkiye” and “Finding Solutions for the Ukrainian Refugee Crisis and 
Providing International Aid for the Affected Refugees” are in the study guide. This means I 
highly suggest you read the study guide very carefully. However, this does not mean that you 
should limit yourself with the information that I provided. At the end of both agenda items in 
the study guide, there is a section called “Questions to be Answered” which includes some 
points that you need to cover during your negotiations. You dear attendants, you can always 
reach me via mail, do not hesitate! 
 
emir61emiroglu@gmail.com 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Emir Emiroğlu - Under Secretary General of UNHCR 
 

3. Introduction to The Committee 
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is a humanitarian 

organization that is dedicated to protecting and providing assistance to refugees, asylum 

seekers, and stateless persons. The agency was established in 1950, in the aftermath of World 

War II, when millions of people were displaced from their homes and in need of assistance. 

 

UNHCR's mandate is to provide protection and assistance to refugees and other persons of 

concern, as well as to seek durable solutions for their plight. This includes working to find 

resettlement options for refugees in a third country, or supporting their safe return to their 

country of origin when it is safe to do so. The agency also works to promote and protect the 

rights of refugees and other persons of concern, and to provide them with assistance such as 

food, shelter, and medical care. 

 

One of the main challenges that UNHCR faces is providing assistance to people who have been 

forced to flee their homes due to war and armed conflict. War and armed conflict are the 

primary reasons for forced displacement, affecting millions of people around the world. In 

many cases, refugees are forced to flee with little or no warning, and they often have to leave 



behind their homes, possessions, and loved ones. They are often forced to seek refuge in 

neighboring countries, where they may face further challenges such as limited access to 

education and healthcare, as well as discrimination and hostility. 

 

In order to address the specific needs of refugees who have been displaced by war, UNHCR 

has developed a range of programs and initiatives. These include providing emergency 

assistance such as food, water, and shelter, as well as longer-term support such as education 

and training opportunities. The agency also works to support the physical and mental health of 

refugees, and to provide legal and other forms of support. 

 

UNHCR also works closely with governments, other UN agencies, and non-governmental 

organizations to address the specific needs of war-affected refugees. This can include providing 

support for the reconstruction of homes and communities, as well as working to address the 

root causes of displacement, such as poverty and inequality. 

 
UNHCR operates in more than 130 countries around the world, working in partnership with 

governments, other UN agencies, and non-governmental organizations. The agency's efforts 

are supported by donations from governments, private individuals, and organizations, as well 

as by contributions from the private sector. With the support of its partners, UNHCR is able to 

provide assistance to millions of people each year, helping them to survive, recover, and rebuild 

their lives. 

 

With these being said, UNHCR is a vital organization that plays a critical role in protecting and 

assisting some of the most vulnerable people in the world. The agency's work is essential to 

support the lives of millions of refugees, asylum seekers, and stateless persons, and to help 

them find durable solutions to the challenges they face. With the support of its partners and 

donors, the agency will continue to make a positive impact on the lives of people affected by 

conflict, persecution, and other forms of violence and displacement. 

 

4. Introduction to the Agenda Item: The Displacement Issues of the Refugees in 

Turkiye 

 

The displacement of refugees in Turkiye is a complex and multifaceted issue that has been 

ongoing for several decades. Turkiye is currently home to over 4 million refugees, the majority 



of whom are from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan. These individuals have been forced to flee their 

homes due to war, persecution, and other forms of violence. While Turkiye has a long history 

of hosting refugees, the current crisis has placed a significant burden on the country, both 

economically and socially. 

 

One of the major challenges facing refugees in Turkiye is economic hardship. Many refugees 

struggle to find work and provide for their families, often relying on low-paying, informal jobs. 

This can lead to a lack of access to basic necessities such as food, shelter, and healthcare. 

Additionally, many refugees are not able to afford the high cost of housing in Turkiye, and as 

a result, they often live in overcrowded and inadequate conditions. 

 

Social integration is another major challenge facing refugees in Turkiye. Many refugees 

struggle to integrate into Turkish society, often facing discrimination and xenophobia. This can 

make it difficult for them to access services and participate in community life. Furthermore, 

many refugees have limited proficiency in the Turkish language, which can further exacerbate 

these challenges. 

 
Access to basic necessities such as housing, healthcare, and education is also a major issue for 

refugees in Turkiye. Many refugees live in overcrowded and inadequate housing, and often 

lack access to basic services such as clean water and sanitation. Additionally, many refugees 

struggle to access healthcare, and as a result, they are at a higher risk of developing health 

issues. The education of refugees children has also been a serious issue in Turkiye, many of 

them are not able to attend school, or receive quality education. 

 

The Turkish government, as well as international organizations, have been working to address 

these issues and provide support to refugees in Turkiye. For example, the Turkish government 

has implemented a number of policies aimed at improving the economic situation of refugees, 

such as providing them with work permits and access to microcredit. Additionally, 

international organizations such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) have been working to provide basic services such as healthcare and education to 

refugees in Turkiye. 

 

However, despite these efforts, there is still much work to be done in order to ensure that all 

refugees in Turkiye are able to live with dignity and have their basic needs met. The refugee 



crisis in Turkiye is a complex and ongoing issue that requires a multi-faceted approach. The 

Turkish government, international organizations, and the international community must work 

together to address the economic, social, and political challenges facing refugees in Turkiye. 

This can be done by providing refugees with the necessary resources to integrate into Turkish 

society, supporting the development of inclusive policies and programs, and working to address 

the root causes of displacement in the countries of origin. 

 

a. Refugee Problems in the World 

 

The displacement of refugees around the world is a major humanitarian crisis that affects 

millions of people all over the world. According to the United Nations, there are currently over 

26 million refugees worldwide, as well as an additional 41 million internally displaced people 

(IDPs) who have been forced to flee their homes but remain within their own countries. The 

majority of refugees come from Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar, Somalia and 

recently Ukraine due to the Russo-Ukranian War. 

 

One of the most visible examples of displacement is the refugee crisis in Europe, where large 

numbers of refugees and migrants have been attempting to cross the Mediterranean Sea to reach 

Europe. This has led to a political and humanitarian crisis in many European countries, as 

governments struggle to respond to the influx of people. For example, in 2015, over 1 million 

refugees and migrants arrived in Europe, the majority of whom were fleeing war and conflict 

in Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq. Many refugees have been stranded in overcrowded and 

unsanitary camps, and have faced significant challenges in accessing basic services such as 

healthcare and education. Furthermore, European countries have been struggling to find a 

common approach on how to deal with the refugee crisis, as some countries like Germany, 

Sweden and Austria have taken in large numbers of refugees while others like Hungary and 

Poland have refused to do so. 

 

In addition to the refugee crisis in Europe, there are also large numbers of refugees and IDPs 

in other parts of the world. For example, in the Middle East, there are over 5 million Syrian 

refugees in neighbouring countries such as Lebanon, Turkiye, and Jordan, as well as millions 

of internally displaced people within Syria. The Syrian Civil War which started in 2011, has 

caused the displacement of more than half of Syria's population, many of them were forced to 

flee to neighbouring countries. These countries have been struggling to cope with the influx of 



refugees and have faced significant challenges in providing them with basic services such as 

housing, healthcare, and education. 

 

Similarly, in Africa, there are millions of refugees and IDPs in countries such as South Sudan 

and the Democratic Republic of Congo, due to ongoing conflict and violence. The civil war in 

South Sudan which started in 2013, has forced more than 4 million people to flee their homes, 

and has led to one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world. In addition, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, has been facing a complex humanitarian crisis caused by conflict, violence, 

and displacement. Millions of people have been forced to flee their homes, and many are living 

in overcrowded and unsanitary camps with limited access to basic services such as food, water, 

and healthcare. 

 

Another example is the Ukrainian refugee crisis which was caused by the ongoing war between 

Russia and Ukraine. The conflict began in 2014, and has led to a large number of people being 

displaced from their homes after the war itself started, with many seeking refuge in other parts 

of Ukraine or in neighbouring countries such as Russia itself, Poland, the Czech Republic, 

Germany and so on. The crisis has caused significant humanitarian challenges, with many 

people facing difficulties in accessing basic services such as housing, healthcare, and 

education. 

 

The displacement of refugees is a complex and ongoing issue that requires a coordinated 

response from the international community. This includes providing humanitarian aid, 

protecting the rights of refugees, and addressing the root causes of displacement such as war 

and persecution. Additionally, there is a need for more long-term solutions such as resettlement 

and integration programs for refugees, as well as efforts to promote peace and stability in 

countries of origin. 

 

b. Defining the Concepts: Refugee, Asylum-Seeker, and Immigrant 

 

In both the European and the Turkish legal systems, it appears essential to review the rules and 

the way of using the concepts related to the migration process to fully recognize the big picture 

of the migration subject. Since different conceptualizations of the persons (refugee, asylum-

seeker, or immigrant) in the migration process are used in legal systems, the way statuses are 

granted to people on the move in migration policies of a country says a lot about their socio-



political and economic circumstances and their integration. Hence, the following sections 

elaborate on the use of concepts related to the migration processes such as refugee, asylum-

seeker, and immigrant in reference to both the European and Turkish legal systems before an 

attempt to evaluate the reflections of such use of concepts in different contexts that are 

considered in the second part of this chapter. 

 

i. Refugee 

 

The 1951 Geneva Convention is the most important instrument for dealing with the concept of 

refugees in international law. In accordance with the Convention, a refugee is defined as a 

person who was born outside the country of his/her residence and migrated for fear of 

persecution due to the events in Europe before 1 January 1951, and because of his race, religion, 

nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political considerations. Refugees are 

considered as persons who do not want to benefit from the protection, or because of the fear in 

question; or those who do not have a nationality and who are outside the country of residence 

where they had lived as a result of such incidents, cannot return there or do not want to return 

because of the fear in question (1951 Geneva Convention 1/A-2). 

 

Under the Convention, the refugee status depends on two basic conditions. The first is the 

temporal one and is referred to as events before 1951. The second is geographical and it is 

stated that this is about the events taking place in Europe. However, the convention granted the 

parties the right to waive the geographical condition of the agreement. There is no such 

selection clause for the temporal condition. This convention is a product of an effort to maintain 

the current situation rather than a prospective change (Holborn, 1956: 48; Sariteke, et al, 2018: 

385).  

 

The limitation of events that took place in Europe before 1951 is one of the most important 

indicators of such an opinion. Therefore, in 1967, a new arrangement was made to eliminate 

the temporal condition. In 1967, the Protocol on the Legal Status of Refugees, also called the 

New York Protocol, was adopted in addition to the Geneva Convention. With this protocol, the 

historical situation in the Convention was removed from the definition of refugees, stating that 

“states shall implement this Protocol without any geographical limitation”. 

 



The European Union (EU) adopted the EU Treaty and the Geneva Convention, and also 

adopted the New York Protocol by eliminating the geographical condition (TEC art. 63). 

Likewise, Turkiye has participated in both the Geneva Convention and the New York Protocol 

meetings. However, Turkiye has made a reservation in the Geneva Convention for the lifting 

of the geographical conditions. Therefore, according to the immigration policy in Turkiye, a 

person is accepted as a refugee if he/she has emigrated from Western Europe to Turkiye. 

 

ii. Asylum Seeker 

 

As stated below, the asylum-seeker is the preliminary stage of refugee status. Persons who do 

not have the right to apply for refugee status cannot be asylum-seekers. Therefore, the concept 

of an asylum-seeker is far more important than the concept of refugees as the latter concept is 

often considered as an umbrella framework term. There is no static definition of asylum, which 

is why it is interpreted in various ways in different law systems. The concept of asylum and the 

right to asylum have long been recognized in law of the nations, but its scope has not been 

established yet. It is, therefore, essential to search for other sources for the legal definition of 

the asylum concept. 

 
The definition of asylum in the doctrine was accepted at the 1950 Bath Conference (Battjes, 

2006: 5). According to this definition, asylum means the protection offered to the individual in 

need and demand by that state on the territory or territory of that state. Although this definition 

is sufficient, the concepts in its scope should also be considered further in terms of asylum. 

 

First, the asylum should be considered a recognized institution for foreigners. There is no doubt 

that the asylum does not apply to the citizens of the state. It is assumed that states already have 

to protect their citizens (Battjes, 2006: 7).  

 

Second, the definition of asylum includes the term “protection”. The need for protection 

indicates that the individual is threatened or endangered. The individual may be threatened or 

in danger of loss in housing or in some other secondary needs. Therefore, the relationship 

between asylum and protection is very strong. The doctrine states that the concept of asylum 

stems from such reasons for protection. The definition is dealt with at the Bath Conference, 

which does not include diplomatic asylum to embassies or consulates that are also not covered 

in this chapter. 



 

Third, asylum is provided by the state. The protection of a church, organization or other non-

state actors is not considered asylum. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 

states that “everyone has the right to seek and to be treated as a refugee by other countries in 

the face of persecution”. However, it should be noted that the UDHR not only determines the 

scope of this right but also does not make a detailed regulation on asylum. The reason for this 

is that the UDHR is a resolution of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) and there 

is no international agreement that should be seen as a binding document in international law 

(Battjes, 2006: 11).  

The International Court of Justice is the main judicial body of the UN system. Article 38 of the 

Statute of the Court contains the provisions relating to the trial of the court. Before mentioning 

the right to asylum and the obligations of the state in asylum procedure, attention must be paid 

to the relevant article. According to this article, in the settlement of disputes submitted to it by 

the International Court of Justice, the Court resorts to international conventions, international 

traditions accepted as law (customary law), and decisions based on general principles of law. 

In this respect, asylum in the UDHR system does not contribute to the settlement of the dispute 

in international law. 

 

International asylum is also guaranteed by the Declaration of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union. Article 18 of the Declaration includes the “Asylum Right”. According to this 

article, asylum is guaranteed under the rules of the Protocol of 31 January 1967 of the Geneva 

Convention. Asylum law rules in the European legal system (the Community law) come from 

a variety of sources. There is a strict hierarchical order among the sources of Community law. 

Hierarchically, each legal norm to be applied must comply with superior legal norms. The first 

of these hierarchical laws is the provisions of the Treaty establishing the European Community 

(TEC). Legislation and resolutions have been adopted in accordance with the covenants such 

as protocols, directives and the regulations attached to this agreement, which are also called 

“secondary law”. Therefore, when it comes to examining the concept of asylum in Community 

law, it is important to examine it in terms of primary sources. 

 

The right to asylum in the Treaty establishing the European Community in close relationship 

with the protection offered under the Refugee Convention. In light of the definition given, it is 

possible to identify asylum-seekers in the European legal system as applicants for the status of 

the refugee who are still waiting for the status since the court has not yet decided for it (Deng, 



2002: 2). In other words, an asylum seeker is defined as a person on the road to becoming a 

refugee in the near future. Asylum-seekers and refugees are therefore considered under similar 

frameworks in the European legal system. 

 

The main source of asylum in the European legal system is Article 63 of the TEC. According 

to this article, the minimum requirements shall be imposed in the EU protocols to be applied 

to the states of the European Union for the acceptance of asylum seekers, granting refugee 

status and granting refugee or refugee status. 

 

Turkiye has participated in both the Geneva Convention and the New York Protocol in 1951 

and 1967 respectively. However, due to its geographical location of Turkiye, it made a 

reservation to the Geneva Convention on refugees. Therefore, according to the Turkish legal 

system, refugees are defined as arriving only from Western European countries, which leaves 

no opening for a person outside of Europe to apply for refugee status. As discussed, the asylum-

seekers are those on the waiting list for refugee status in Europe. As asylum and refugee 

statuses are interrelated in the European legal system, non-European people are not entitled to 

refugee status or asylum in Turkiye. 

 

Because of this uncertainty, the first asylum law in Turkiye, the Law on Foreigners and 

International Protection entered into force on April 11, 2014 (Kilberg, 2014). The new law 

formed the basis of the asylum system. The Directorate General of Migration Management was 

established to unify all actions and efforts related to foreigners. With regard to the rights of 

displaced persons under temporary protection, Turkiye’s obligations and relevant procedures 

were set out in the Temporary Protection Directive, adopted on October 22, 2014. A distinct 

arrangement has not been made before the legal basis for refugees and asylum seekers was 

established, with the exception of participation in an international treaty. 

 

iii. Immigrant 

 

Migration is defined as a “move from one country to another country, from one settlement to 

another settlement individuals or communities for economic, social, political reasons” (TDK 

Sözlüğü). In other words, it is possible to define it as the movement of people from one place 

to another (Perruchoud and Redpath, 2011: 30). In accordance with Article 2, paragraph 1 (b) 

of the Council Regulation (EC) No 862/2007 of the European Parliament, immigrant is defined 



as a person who have settled in the territory of another Member State from their own country 

or from a third country for at least 12 months (or an estimated 12 months) (862/2007 Lex). 

 

Turkiye’s legal system, pursuant to the definition in paragraph 3 of Article 3 of the Settlement 

Law No. 5543, identifies that an immigrant “is bound to the Turkish descendants and Turkish 

culture, come alone or en masse to Turkiye in order to settle those shall be adopted in 

accordance with this Act”. As for the definition of the immigrant in the European legal system, 

this term is used differently in Turkish law. Even though there is no discrimination of 

immigrants based on characteristics of people who migrate in the European legal system, there 

are 4 different categories in the Settlement Law of the Turkish legal system (Yılmaz, 2007: 

250). According to the categories listed in the Settlement Law: 

 

- Freelance immigrants are connected to the descendants of Turkish and Turkish culture, either 

come alone or en masse to Turkiye in order to settle, provided that it did not want the 

government-assisted housing to those adopted homeland  

 

- Resident immigrants are those who are of Turkish descent and Turkish culture and who are 

brought from abroad by special laws and whose immovable property is provided in accordance 

with the provisions of this Law 

 

- Individual immigrants are Turkish descendants and Turkish culture and they come as a family 

to settle in the country 

 

- Group immigrants are families of Turkish descent and Turkish culture and they come together 

to settle in to the country according to the agreement between the two countries 

 

The immigrant may leave the country for whatever reason is the case, however, to be called a 

migrant, one should not lose the protection of his/her country (Hathaway, 2005: 85). Even if 

such a distinction has not been made in the Turkish legal system, it is likely to argue that this 

principle may apply to the Turkish law of immigration. Therefore, in the Turkish legal system, 

it can also be argued that the immigration institution has been established to avoid difficulties 

for the incoming immigrant people of Turkish descendants and Turkish culture. In the 

European legal system, however, it is difficult to isolate such a distinction in the formation of 



immigration institution. As such, the 12-month condition accepted by the EU appears as the 

most important indicator of this opinion. 

 

c. Current Status of the Displacement of Refugees in Turkiye 

 

As it was mentioned during the introduction to the agenda item, the displacement of refugees 

in Turkiye is a major humanitarian crisis that affects millions of people. There are currently 

over 4 million refugees in Turkiye, making it the largest refugee-hosting country in the world. 

The displacement of refugees in Turkiye has led to a number of challenges for both the refugees 

and the country itself. The displacement issues that the refugees in Turkiye are facing can be 

separated into many points such as: 

 

● Overcrowded and Inadequate Housing: One of the major issues facing refugees in 

Turkiye is overcrowded and inadequate housing. Many refugees live in overcrowded 

and inadequate housing, including refugee camps and informal settlements. These 

conditions can be overcrowded, unsanitary, and lack proper infrastructure, which can 

have a negative impact on the physical and mental health of the residents. Furthermore, 

many refugees have limited mobility due to their legal status and lack of resources, 

which can make it difficult for them to access essential services such as healthcare and 

education. 

● Limited Access to Basic Necessities: Displacement can lead to a lack of access to basic 

necessities such as food, shelter, and healthcare for refugees in Turkiye. Many refugees 

struggle to find work and provide for their families, often relying on low-paying, 

informal jobs. This can lead to a lack of access to basic necessities such as food, shelter, 

and healthcare. Additionally, many refugees are not able to afford the high cost of 

housing in Turkiye, and as a result, they often live in overcrowded and inadequate 

conditions. 

● Lack of Long-term Solutions: Many refugees in Turkiye are in a state of legal limbo 

and are not able to access basic rights and services. This includes the rights to work, 

education, and healthcare. Additionally, many refugees in Turkiye are not able to return 

to their home countries due to ongoing conflict and violence, and lack the necessary 

support and resources to resettle in Turkiye. This lack of long-term solutions can leave 

refugees feeling hopeless and uncertain about their future. 



● Impact on Host Communities: The high number of refugees in Turkiye has put a strain 

on the country's economy, infrastructure, and social services, leading to increased 

competition for resources and job opportunities. This can lead to social tensions 

between the refugees and the host communities. The large number of refugees in 

Turkiye also put pressure on the limited resources of the host communities, such as 

housing, healthcare and education, which can cause strain on the relationship between 

the refugees and the host communities. 

● Limited Mobility: Many refugees in Turkiye have limited mobility due to their legal 

status and lack of resources, which can make it difficult for them to access essential 

services such as healthcare and education. Limited mobility also makes it difficult for 

refugees to access services and participate in community life, which can further 

exacerbate the challenges they face. 

● Trauma and Loss of Identity: Displacement can be traumatic for refugees and can lead 

to a loss of identity, culture, and community. Many refugees are forced to flee their 

homes and communities, often leaving behind everything they know and love. This 

displacement can be traumatic and can lead to a loss of identity, culture, and 

community. Additionally, displacement can lead to a lack of access to basic necessities 

such as food, shelter, and healthcare. 

● Limited Proficiency in Turkish Language: Many refugees struggle with the language 

barrier which can make it difficult for them to integrate into Turkish society, access 

services and participate in community life. Limited proficiency in Turkish language can 

be a significant barrier for refugees in Turkiye, as it can make it difficult for them to 

navigate the country, understand and access services and resources, and even 

communicate with their own children in school. This can lead to further isolation, 

discrimination and social exclusion. 

 

In conclusion, the displacement of refugees in Turkiye is a significant issue that affects both 

refugees and host communities. The refugee crisis in Turkiye is a complex and ongoing issue 

that requires a coordinated response from the government, international organizations, and the 

private sector to address the basic needs of refugees, and provide them with long-term solutions 

such as access to rights, services, and opportunities to build a better future. This includes 

providing adequate housing and basic necessities, implementing policies to improve the 



economic situation of refugees, such as providing them with work permits and access to 

microcredit, and addressing the root causes of displacement such as war and persecution. 

 

Additionally, there is a need for more long-term solutions such as resettlement and integration 

programs for refugees, as well as efforts to promote peace and stability in their home countries. 

Furthermore, addressing the language barrier and providing language classes can be an 

important step in integrating refugees into Turkish society and giving them more opportunities 

to access services and build their future. 

 

d. Migrant Smuggling into Turkiye 

 

Migrant smuggling into Turkiye is a significant issue that affects both migrants and the country 

itself. Migrant smuggling refers to the illegal transportation of people across international 

borders, often with the assistance of criminal networks and organizations. Migrants who are 

smuggled into Turkiye are often fleeing war, persecution, poverty, and other forms of violence 

in their home countries. They may be seeking a better life in Turkiye or attempting to use the 

country as a transit point to reach other European countries. 

 

One of the major routes for migrant smuggling into Turkiye is through the Aegean Sea. 

Migrants and refugees try to cross the sea from the nearby countries such as Greece, Bulgaria 

and Romania. Smugglers often use small boats and rafts to transport migrants across the sea, 

which can be dangerous and put lives at risk. Many migrants have drowned or been injured 

during these journeys. 

 

Another route for migrant smuggling into Turkiye is through the land borders with Syria, Iraq, 

and Iran. Smugglers often use a network of safe houses and transportation to move migrants 

across the border, where they are often exposed to abuse, exploitation, and other forms of 

violence. 

 

Migrant smuggling into Turkiye has a number of negative consequences. Migrants who are 

smuggled into the country are often at risk of abuse, exploitation, and other forms of violence. 

They may be forced to work in dangerous or exploitative conditions, and may be charged 

exorbitant fees by smugglers to be smuggled into the country. Additionally, the illegal nature 



of migrant smuggling makes it difficult for migrants to access basic services such as healthcare 

and education, and can make it more challenging for them to integrate into Turkish society. 

 

Migrant smuggling into Turkiye also puts a strain on the country's resources and infrastructure. 

The high number of migrants entering the country illegally can put a strain on the country's 

economy, infrastructure, and social services. It can also lead to increased competition for 

resources and job opportunities, and can sometimes lead to social tensions between migrants 

and the host communities. 

 

The Turkish government, as well as international organizations, have been working to address 

the issue of migrant smuggling into the country. The government has implemented a number 

of policies aimed at cracking down on smuggling networks and organizations, and has 

increased patrols along the coast and land borders to prevent illegal migration. Additionally, 

international organizations such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) have been working to provide support and assistance to migrants who have been 

smuggled into Turkiye. 

 

However, despite these efforts, the issue of migrant smuggling into Turkiye remains a 

significant challenge. The root causes of migration such as war, persecution, and poverty must 

be addressed in order to effectively combat the problem of migrant smuggling. Additionally, 

there is a need for more comprehensive and coordinated efforts to address the issue, including 

cooperation between countries, international organizations and private sector to combat 

smuggling networks and provide support to migrants. 

 
5. Chronology of Important Events 

 

a. Arab Spring 

 

Arab Spring is the general name of the revolts, anti-government protests and uprisings which 

took place in Arabic countries and its neighbors between 2010 and 2012. The revolt started 

with Mohammed Bouazizi’s self-immolation on 17 December 2010. People were rebellious 

because of the low life standards and the oppressive government in Tunisia. The self-

immolation of Mohammed Bouazizi encouraged people in Tunisia and they revolted. The Arab 

countries’ regimes were dictatorships and Arab people were unwilling about their government 



styles. So the protests in Tunisia spread to other Arab countries such as Libya, Yemen, Bahrain, 

Egypt and Syria. Many governments changed and many governments overthrew all over the 

Arab countries during this period. Almost every Arab country has been affected by the Arab 

Spring once. 

 

The Arab Spring mostly affected the Arab world. It was a starting point for civil-wars which 

many of them are still going on. But the effects of it aren’t limited by the Arabic world or the 

Middle East. The protests and resistance of Arabic people inspired and encouraged many other 

nations to stand against and protest the rulers of their countries. The Arab Spring can be 

considered as a democratic movement all around the world but it had different outcomes in 

each country, some of which were deadly and un-democratic. It caused civil wars, governments 

to be overthrown and changed, military coups and rebellions in different countries. 

 

b. Syrian Civil War and Refugee Flow to Turkiye 

 

One of the biggest humanitarian catastrophes in modern history is a result of the Syrian Civil 

War, which started in 2011. The battle, which started as a nonviolent protest against President 

Bashar al-administration, Assad swiftly turned into a full-fledged civil war, with several 

factions vying for control of the nation. Thousands of people have died and millions more have 

been displaced as a result of the war. 

 

The vast refugee flow into nearby nations, especially Turkiye, has been one of the Syrian Civil 

War's most major effects. Turkiye has taken in more Syrian refugees than any other nation, and 

there are currently over 3.6 million Syrians living there. This has put a heavy burden on 

Turkiye's resources and created a variety of problems for the nation, including housing, 

healthcare, and educational opportunities for the refugees. 

 
With many Syrians working in the unofficial sector and competing with Turkish residents for 

jobs, the refugee crisis has also had a substantial impact on the Turkish economy. Furthermore, 

Turkiye's public services have been taxed by the influx of refugees, and there is now more 

competition for housing and other resources. 

 

Despite these difficulties, Turkiye has received plaudits for how it has handled the refugee 

crisis, with the government offering food, lodging, and medical care to Syrian refugees. 



Turkiye has additionally let Syrian children to attend Turkish schools and given Syrian adults 

vocational training to aid in their integration into the workforce. 

 

Turkiye and its people have overall suffered greatly as a result of the Syrian Civil War and the 

subsequent refugee surge. Despite the many difficulties, Turkiye has demonstrated a strong 

commitment to aiding Syrian refugees and has received appreciation for its efforts. 

 

c. Turkiye’s 2018 and 2019 Military Interventions in Syria 

 

Turkiye's military intervention in Syria, known as Operation Olive Branch, began on January 

20, 2018. The operation was launched with the main goal of clearing the Syrian border region 

of Kurdish militia groups, which Turkiye considers to be terrorist organizations. The operation 

was also aimed at creating a safe zone for the resettlement of Syrian refugees currently living 

in Turkiye. 

 

The operation was launched in the Afrin District, which is located in the northwestern part of 

Syria, and was controlled by the Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG) and the Democratic 

Union Party (PYD). Turkiye views both groups as extensions of the Kurdistan Workers' Party 

(PKK), which is designated as a terrorist organization by Turkiye, the United States, and the 

European Union. 

 

The operation was met with international condemnation and criticism, with many accusing 

Turkiye of violating Syria's sovereignty and potentially exacerbating the ongoing civil war. 

The United States, in particular, expressed concern about the operation, as the YPG has been a 

key ally in the fight against ISIS in Syria. The operation also raised concerns about the safety 

and security of civilians in the region, as well as the potential for further displacement of 

Syrians who are already suffering from years of war and violence. 

 

Despite these concerns, Turkiye pressed ahead with the operation, and by March 2018, Turkish 

forces and their Syrian rebel allies had taken control of the Afrin District. The operation 

officially ended on March 18, 2018, but Turkiye continues to maintain a military presence in 

the region. 

 



However, in 2019, Turkiye launched another military operation in Syria, known as Operation 

Peace Spring. The operation began on October 9, 2019, with the stated goal of clearing the 

northeastern border region of Syria of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), which 

Turkiye views as a terrorist organization linked to the PKK. The operation also aimed to create 

a safe zone for the resettlement of Syrian refugees currently living in Turkiye. 

 

This operation also met with international condemnation, with many accusing Turkiye of 

violating Syria's sovereignty and potentially exacerbating the ongoing civil war. The United 

States, in particular, expressed concern about the operation and the potential for ISIS to regroup 

and regain territory it had previously lost. Furthermore, it raised concerns about the safety and 

security of civilians in the region, as well as the potential for further displacement of Syrians 

who are already suffering from years of war and violence. 

 

Despite these concerns, Turkiye pressed ahead with the operation, and by October 22, 2019, 

Turkish forces and their Syrian rebel allies had taken control of a large swath of land in 

northeastern Syria. The operation officially ended on October 22, 2019, but Turkiye continues 

to maintain a military presence in the region. 

 

The operation had a significant humanitarian impact, with thousands of civilians being 

displaced and many killed or injured as a result of the fighting. The United Nations reported 

that between October 9 and October 22, 2019, an estimated 180,000 people were displaced 

from northeastern Syria. The UN also reported that there were credible allegations of human 

rights violations, including arbitrary arrests, torture, and forced disappearances, committed by 

both Turkish forces and their Syrian rebel allies. 

 

In conclusion, Turkiye's military intervention in Syria, known as Operation Olive Branch in 

2018 and Operation Peace Spring in 2019, had a significant impact on the Syrian conflict. Both 

operations had a humanitarian impact, causing thousands of civilians to be displaced and many 

killed or injured as a result of the fighting. They also had a strategic impact, as they allowed 

Turkiye to gain control of a strip of land along the Syrian-Turkish border and could be used to 

create a safe zone for the resettlement of Syrian refugees. Furthermore, both operations had an 

impact on the fight against ISIS as it forced the Kurdish groups to divert fighters and resources 

away from the fight against the terrorist group. 

 



d. Northern Syria Buffer Zone ("Safe Zone" for Refugees) 

 
The first Northern Syria Buffer Zone plan, also known as the "Safe Zone" plan, was proposed 

by Turkiye in early 2019 as a way to address their security concerns along the Syrian-Turkish 

border. The plan proposed the creation of a safe zone in northeastern Syria, along the Turkish-

Syrian border, that would be controlled by Turkish military forces and their Syrian rebel allies. 

The main goal of the plan was to clear the area of Kurdish militia groups, which Turkiye views 

as terrorist organizations, and to create a safe zone for the resettlement of Syrian refugees 

currently living in Turkiye. 

 

The plan was met with mixed reactions from the international community, with some countries 

supporting it as a way to address Turkiye's security concerns and to stabilize the region, while 

others criticized it as a violation of Syria's sovereignty and a potential exacerbation of the 

ongoing civil war. The United States, in particular, expressed support for the concept of a safe 

zone but expressed concerns about the details of the plan and the potential for further 

destabilization of the region. 

 

In August 2019, Turkiye and the United States reached an agreement to establish a joint 

operation center to establish and manage the safe zone. The agreement called for the removal 

of YPG elements from the safe zone and for the establishment of a joint Turkish-American 

patrols in the area. However, the plan was never fully implemented, as the situation on the 

ground continued to change, and Turkiye launched its own military operation in the area, 

known as Operation Peace Spring in October 2019. The operation officially ended on October 

22, 2019, but Turkiye continues to maintain a military presence in the region. 

 

It is important to note that while the first "Safe zone" plan was not implemented, Turkiye has 

continued to press for a buffer zone in Northern Syria. In the following years, it has been 

reported that Turkish authorities continued to negotiate with various actors, including the 

United States and Russia, to establish a "security zone" in the region. However, the details of 

these negotiations and the outcome of these efforts are still unclear. 

 

The situation in Northern Syria remains complex and fluid, and the creation of a buffer zone 

or safe zone in the region remains a contentious issue. Some argue that a buffer zone would 

provide a solution to Turkiye's security concerns and would also help to stabilize the region by 



providing a safe haven for Syrian refugees. Others argue that the creation of a buffer zone 

would violate Syria's sovereignty and would only serve to further complicate the already 

volatile situation in the region. 

 

Additionally, the ongoing Syrian Civil War, the fight against ISIS and the involvement of 

multiple actors such as the Syrian government, the Kurds, Russia, and other international 

powers, make it difficult to predict the outcome of any potential buffer zone or safe zone. 

Furthermore, the humanitarian situation in the region continues to be dire, with many Syrians 

facing ongoing violence, displacement and lack of access to basic services. Therefore, any 

buffer zone or safe zone plan should take into consideration the protection and welfare of the 

Syrian people, and avoid exacerbating the humanitarian crisis. 

 

e. The Implementation Timeline of the Buffer Zone and the 2019 Turkish 

Offensive into North-Eastern Syria 

 

The implementation timeline of the Northern Syria Buffer Zone plan, also known as the "Safe 

Zone" plan, until the Turkish offensive had begun can be summarized as follows: 

 

Early 2019: Turkiye proposed the plan to create a safe zone in northeastern Syria, along the 

Turkish-Syrian border, that would be controlled by Turkish military forces and their Syrian 

rebel allies. The main goal of the plan was to clear the area of Kurdish militia groups, which 

Turkiye views as terrorist organizations, and to create a safe zone for the resettlement of Syrian 

refugees currently living in Turkiye. 

 

August 2019: Turkiye and the United States reached an agreement to establish a joint operation 

center to establish and manage the safe zone. The agreement called for the removal of YPG 

elements from the safe zone, with a deadline of 120 hours, and for the establishment of a joint 

Turkish-American patrols in the area. The U.S. also agreed to provide technical assistance to 

Turkiye and to help set up the safe zone. 

 

October 9, 2019: Turkiye launched its own military operation in the area, known as Operation 

Peace Spring, before the "Safe zone" plan was fully implemented. The Turkish operation was 

launched despite the agreement reached with the US in August and the 120-hours deadline for 

the removal of the YPG from the safe zone. 



 

October 22, 2019: Turkiye announced the end of Operation Peace Spring and took control of a 

large swath of land in northeastern Syria, which was considered as the proposed area of the 

buffer zone. 

 
It's important to note that the plan was never fully implemented as the situation on the ground 

continued to change, and Turkiye launched its own military operation in the area, known as 

Operation Peace Spring. The operation officially ended on October 22, 2019, but Turkiye 

continues to maintain a military presence in the region. 

 

f. Second Northern Syria Buffer Zone 

 

The Second Northern Syria Buffer Zone, also known as the Sochi Agreement, is a buffer zone 

in northern Syria established as part of an agreement between Turkiye and Russia. The 

agreement was reached in the Russian city of Sochi on October 22, 2019, during the 2019 

Turkish offensive into northeastern Syria. The main goal of the buffer zone is to create a 

demilitarized zone between the Turkish Armed Forces (TAF) and the Syrian Democratic 

Forces (SDF) in order to prevent further conflicts and tensions between the two sides. 

 

The buffer zone is set to be around 150-300 km long and 30 km deep, and it will be patrolled 

by Russian and Syrian military police, and some by the TAF. The zone is designed to clear the 

area of Kurdish militia groups, which Turkiye views as terrorist organizations, and to create a 

safe zone for the resettlement of Syrian refugees currently living in Turkiye. 

 

The agreement also includes a deadline for the withdrawal of Kurdish-led forces from the safe 

zone and the removal of heavy weapons from the area. The Russian military police will be 

responsible for the withdrawal of Kurdish-led forces from the area and the removal of heavy 

weapons. Additionally, the agreement includes the creation of a joint Russian-Turkish center 

for monitoring the cease-fire and the safe zone. 

 

The Second Northern Syria Buffer Zone is seen as a significant development in the ongoing 

Syrian civil war, and it is expected to have a major impact on the future political and security 

landscape in the region. However, it's important to note that the situation in Syria is fluid, and 

the political and security landscape is complex, any potential plan for a buffer zone would 



likely face significant challenges and would need to take into consideration the humanitarian 

needs of the people living in the region. 

 

i. Sochi Agreement 

 

The Sochi Agreement, also known as the Second Northern Syria Buffer Zone, is an agreement 

that was reached between Turkiye and Russia on October 22, 2019, during the 2019 Turkish 

offensive into northeastern Syria. The agreement was reached in the Russian city of Sochi, and 

it aimed to create a buffer zone in northeastern Syria to prevent further conflicts and tensions 

between the Turkish Armed Forces (TAF) and the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces 

(SDF). 

 

The agreement includes the following clauses: 

 

● A buffer zone would be established in Northern Syria. The zone would be around 30 

kilometres deep, stretching from Euphrates River to Tall Abyad and from Ras al-Ayn 

to the Iraq-Syria border, but excluding the town of Qamishli, the Kurds' de facto capital. 

 

● The buffer zone would be controlled jointly by the Syrian Army and Russian Military 

Police. 

 

● The withdrawal of Kurdish-led forces from the safe zone, with a deadline of 150 hours, 

and the removal of heavy weapons from the area. 

 

● The establishment of joint Turkish-Russian patrols in the safe zone, with a depth of 10 

km from the Turkish-Syrian border, to ensure the ceasefire is upheld. 

 

● Turkiye would retain sole control of the areas it had captured during its offensive 

between the towns of Tell Abyad and Ras al-Ayn. 

 

● The parties would launch a joint effort to resettle Syrian refugees in a "safe and 

voluntary manner". 

 

● The release of prisoners and hostages held by the Kurdish-led forces. 



 

It's worth to note that these are reported terms of the agreement and some of them may be 

inaccurate or outdated, as the situation in Syria is constantly changing. 

 

ii. Views of the Other Countries on Turkish Offensive and the Sochi 

Agreement 

 

The views of countries around the world on the Sochi Agreement varied, with different 

countries expressing different opinions: 

 

● United States - US President Donald Trump praised the deal that he viewed as allowing 

"someone else [to] fight over this long bloodstained land", following which he ordered 

the lifting of the sanctions that he had placed on Turkiye nine days prior as a reaction 

to the start of Turkiye's offensive 

 

● The European Union expressed concern about the impact of the agreement on the 

security and stability of the region and the humanitarian situation of the Syrian people, 

and called on all parties to respect international law and human rights. 

 

● France and Germany expressed concern about the Turkish offensive and the 

displacement of civilians and called for an immediate end to the hostilities. Also, 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel proposed that the buffer zone be enforced through 

an international force. Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu rejected the plan, 

dubbing it "unrealistic". 

 

● The United Kingdom condemned the Turkish offensive and called for an immediate 

ceasefire. 

 

● The United Nations expressed concern about the humanitarian situation in northeastern 

Syria, and called for the protection of civilians and respect for international 

humanitarian law. Alos, on 1 November 2019 the UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres met with President Erdogan of Turkiye to discuss Turkiye's proposal to 

relocate a large number of Syrian Refugees in Turkiye to the Safe Zone. Mr. Guterres 

informed the Turkish President that the UNHCR will immediately form a team to study 



the proposal and engage in discussions with Turkish authorities, in line with its 

mandate. The Secretary-General greenlighted the proposal but told the Turkish 

President that the relocations should be "voluntary, safe and dignified". 

 

● Syria - Syrian President Bashar al-Assad thanked the Russian President for his role in 

the negotiation of the deal and expressed his full support for it. At the same time, he 

raised concerns about Turkish interference in Syrian affairs and dubbed Turkish 

President Erdogan a "thief". 

 

● Iran - Iran's foreign ministry called the agreement "a positive step" and stated that it 

"backed any move to restore stability in the region", the opposite of its stance on the 

prior Northern Syria Buffer Zone. 

 

● Iraq expressed concerns about the potential impact of the Turkish offensive on the 

security of the region and the stability of the border area. 

 

● Jordan and Egypt also expressed concern about the humanitarian situation in 

northeastern Syria and the potential impact of the conflict on the stability of the region. 

 

● Canada also called for an immediate ceasefire and the protection of civilians. 

 

● Australia also expressed concern about the humanitarian situation in northeastern Syria 

and called for respect for international humanitarian law. 

 

● Saudi Arabia expressed support for the sovereignty of Syria and called for a political 

solution to the conflict. 

 

● China and Japan also expressed concern about the humanitarian situation in 

northeastern Syria and the potential impact of the conflict on the stability of the region. 

 

Overall, the views of countries around the world on the Sochi Agreement were mixed, with 

some countries expressing support for the agreement, while others criticized it for its potential 

impact on the security and stability of the region, the humanitarian situation of the Syrian 

people, and the respect of the sovereignty of Syria. 



 

6. Questions to be Answered 

 

1) What are the long-term solutions available for refugees in Turkiye and how effective 

can they be? 

2) What measures can be taken to improve the economic situation of refugees in Turkiye? 

3) How can access to basic services such as housing, healthcare, and education be 

improved for refugees in Turkiye? 

4) What steps can be taken to improve the integration of refugees into Turkish society? 

5) How can cooperation between the government, international organizations, and the 

private sector be increased to address the displacement issues of refugees in Turkiye? 

6) What specific measures can be taken at the national, regional and international level to 

address the root causes of displacement such as war and persecution in the countries of 

origin of refugees in Turkiye? 

7) How can the international community work together to address the underlying issues 

of displacement and prevent further forced migration? 

8) How can the language barrier be overcome to aid the integration of refugees in Turkiye? 

9) What are the measures that can be taken to support the host communities and prevent 

social tensions? 

10) How can the cultural identity and heritage of refugees be preserved and protected during 

displacement? 

11) What are the solutions to combat the illegal smuggling of refugees and migrants into 

Turkiye? 
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8. Introduction to the Agenda Item: Finding Solutions for the Ukrainian Refugee 

Crisis and Providing International Aid for the Affected Refugees 

 

In late February 2022, a severe refugee crisis erupted in Europe following Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine. As a result of the invasion, an estimated 8 million people were displaced within 

Ukraine and nearly 8 million refugees fled to various European countries. This is considered 

to be the largest refugee crisis in Europe since World War II and the Yugoslav Wars in the 

1990s, as well as the largest refugee crisis of the 21st century with the highest refugee flight 

rate globally. The majority of refugees initially entered neighboring countries to the west of 

Ukraine such as Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, and Moldova. Approximately 3 million 

refugees then moved further west to other European countries. The countries that received the 

largest numbers of Ukrainian refugees were Russia, Poland, Germany, and the Czech Republic, 

with the latter hosting the largest number of Ukrainian refugees per capita. According to data 

from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), as of 18 October 2022, 
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the countries receiving the largest numbers of Ukrainian refugees were Russia (2.77 million), 

Poland (1.5 million), Germany (1 million), and the Czech Republic (0.4 million). The Czech 

Republic, in particular, has the highest number of Ukrainian refugees per capita among all the 

host countries. 

 

There have been reports of forced transfers of Ukrainian civilians, particularly unaccompanied 

children, to Russian occupied territory or to Russia itself. The United States Department of 

State estimates that at least 900,000 Ukrainian citizens have been forcibly relocated to Russia. 

Additionally, more than 4.5 million Ukrainians have returned to Ukraine since the beginning 

of the invasion. 

 

European Union countries bordering Ukraine have allowed entry to all Ukrainian refugees and 

the EU has invoked the Temporary Protection Directive which grants Ukrainians the right to 

stay, work, and study in any European Union member state for an initial period of one year. 

However, some non-European and Romani people have reported ethnic discrimination at the 

border. 

 

International aid organizations, including the UNHCR, have been working to provide aid and 

support to the affected populations, with a focus on providing basic necessities such as food, 

shelter, and medical care. However, the scale of the crisis has presented significant challenges 

for aid organizations, and there is a need for continued support and resources to effectively 

address the needs of the refugees. Furthermore, many countries have been struggling to cope 

with the influx of refugees, and have called for more support and assistance from the 

international community. The need for effective solutions to the refugee crisis is urgent and 

ongoing, and requires a coordinated effort from all stakeholders. 

 

a. Russo-Ukrainian War and Its Humanitarian Effects 

 

The 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine has had a devastating impact on the people of Ukraine 

and the neighboring European countries. The war broke out after Russia announced a "special 

military operation" to "demilitarize and denazify" Ukraine and launched missiles and airstrikes 

across the country, followed by a large ground invasion along multiple fronts. Zelenskyy 

declared martial law and a general mobilization of all male Ukrainian citizens between 18 and 

60, who were banned from leaving the country. 



 

The invasion has caused widespread destruction and displacement, with the UN reporting over 

a million refugees in the first week of the invasion, which subsequently rose to over 7,405,590 

by 24 September. The war has also had a significant impact on the economy and infrastructure 

of the region, with many businesses and homes being destroyed. The destruction of 

infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and communication networks have made it difficult for 

aid organizations to reach affected areas and provide assistance to those in need. 

 

The war has also resulted in widespread human rights abuses, including the targeting of 

civilians, the use of indiscriminate force, and the forced displacement of people. Many have 

been forced to flee their homes, leaving behind everything they know and love, with little or 

no access to basic necessities such as food, water, and medical care. 

 

The invasion has also caused the largest refugee and humanitarian crisis within Europe since 

the Yugoslav Wars in the 1990s, with over 7 million (nearly 8 million) people being displaced, 

and the UN described it as the fastest-growing such crisis since World War II. The war causes 

immense suffering for the people of Ukraine, with many losing their homes, livelihoods, and 

loved ones. The displacement of people has resulted in overcrowded refugee camps and host 

communities struggling to provide for the influx of refugees, exacerbating the humanitarian 

crisis. 

 

The international community, including the United Nations and the European Union, have 

condemned the invasion as a war of aggression and imposed sanctions on Russia in response. 

Many Countries have also provided humanitarian and military aid to Ukraine, however, the 

need for aid and assistance continues to be immense. The situation is dire and it's important to 

remember the human cost of this conflict and the need to provide aid and support to those 

affected. 

 

Furthermore, the forced relocation of people to Russia has added another layer to the 

humanitarian crisis, as families are separated, and individuals are forced to leave behind their 

homes and communities. There have been reports of human rights abuses in these relocated 

areas, including forced labor and lack of access to basic necessities. 

 



The long-term effects of the war on the mental and physical health of the affected population 

also cannot be ignored. The trauma and stress of displacement, loss of homes, and loved ones 

can have long-lasting effects on individuals and communities. The need for psychosocial 

support and mental health services is crucial in addressing the needs of those affected by the 

war. 

 

The war also has an impact on the global economy, with the sanctions on Russia affecting the 

economies of countries worldwide. The human cost of the conflict cannot be overstated, and it 

is crucial for the international community to continue to provide aid and support to those 

affected, and to work towards a peaceful resolution to the conflict. 

 

b. Number of Refugees from Ukraine by Country 

 

 
 

c. Current International Aid to Ukraine 

 

As previously mentioned, the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 has led to a dire 

humanitarian crisis, with millions of people being displaced and facing significant challenges 

in terms of access to food, water, and medical care. The scale of the crisis has led to an 

outpouring of aid from various countries and international organizations, including the 

European Union, the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and Norway, among 

others. 

 



The European Union and its member countries have been the largest contributors of aid, 

providing a total of €51.8 billion in financial, humanitarian, and military aid. This aid has 

been critical in addressing the needs of those affected by the conflict, including providing 

food, shelter, and medical assistance to the displaced population. 

 

The United States has also been a significant contributor, providing €47.8 billion in aid, with 

the majority of this being in the form of military aid. The US is providing weapons, 

ammunition, and other military equipment to Ukraine to help them defend against the 

Russian aggression. The US is also providing logistical, intelligence, and advisory support to 

Ukrainian armed forces. 

 

In addition to the EU and the US, several other countries have also provided significant aid to 

Ukraine. The United Kingdom, Canada, and Norway have provided significant but smaller 

amounts of aid, and several other countries have also provided aid to address the 

humanitarian crisis. 

 

It is worth mentioning that some NATO countries and allies, such as Germany and Sweden, 

have reversed past policies against providing offensive military aid in order to support 

Ukraine. This shows the level of commitment of the international community towards ending 

this conflict and supporting the affected population. 

 

Overall, the international community's efforts have been critical in addressing the dire 

humanitarian crisis caused by the war and supporting the affected population. The aid 

provided has been crucial in addressing the immediate needs of the displaced population, and 

it is important that these efforts continue in order to support the affected population and work 

towards a peaceful resolution to the conflict. 
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i. United Nations 

 

The United Nations (UN) has played a significant role in providing aid and support to those 

affected by the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine. The UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) made an appeal for $1.7 billion in aid to the 2022 Ukrainian 

refugee crisis, including $1.1 billion in humanitarian aid to Ukraine, on 1 March 2022. The 



UN's under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 

Martin Griffiths, announced that $1.5 billion had been pledged in response to this appeal. 

 

The UN has also been actively involved in coordinating the efforts of various humanitarian 

organizations and agencies to provide aid to those affected by the crisis. The UN has also 

been providing support to the Ukrainian government and other key stakeholders in their 

efforts to address the crisis, including through the provision of technical assistance and 

expertise. 

 

In addition, the UN has been working to address the specific needs of vulnerable groups 

affected by the crisis, such as women, children, and people with disabilities. This includes 

providing protection and support to those who have been forced to flee their homes, as well 

as providing access to food, shelter, and medical care. 

 

Furthermore, the UN has also been working to raise awareness about the crisis and to 

mobilize support from the international community. The UN has also been working to 

promote respect for international humanitarian and human rights law in the context of the 

crisis. 

 

ii. International Rescue Committee 

 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is an organization that works to provide 

humanitarian aid and assistance in crisis-affected areas around the world. In the face of the 

ongoing Russo-Ukrainian War, the IRC has been actively working to provide aid and 

assistance to those affected by the conflict. 

 

The IRC's efforts in Ukraine have been focused on providing critical information services to 

the 1 million people that have arrived in Poland from Ukraine. Through partnerships with 

local organizations, the IRC is able to provide information and support to help these 

individuals navigate the challenges they are facing. They are also working to provide 

essential items such as sleeping bags, blankets, and medical supplies to those at reception 

centers on the Ukrainian-Polish border. 

 



In addition to their work in Poland, the IRC is also actively working to mobilize resources 

and establish a response in Ukraine to provide support to the civilians who have been forced 

to flee their homes. They are working to connect with local partners in order to provide 

lifesaving support to those affected by the conflict. 

 

It's important to note that the above-mentioned aid is not the total help given by International 

Rescue Committee, it also provides other forms of support like counseling, education and 

other forms of services to the affected people. 

 

The Russo-Ukrainian War has created a humanitarian crisis of unprecedented proportions in 

Europe. The IRC's efforts to provide aid and assistance to those affected by the conflict are 

critical in helping to alleviate the suffering of those affected by the crisis. Through their 

work, the IRC is helping to ensure that those affected by the conflict have access to the 

resources they need to survive and rebuild their lives. 

 

iii. UNHCR 

 

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has been actively working to provide aid and support to 

those affected by the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. They have scaled up their presence and 

operations in areas where access and security conditions allow for more humanitarian aid to 

be delivered. This includes providing emergency cash assistance, core relief items such as 

blankets and shelters, and specialist protection services for vulnerable individuals, such as 

children traveling alone and people with disabilities. 

 

In neighboring countries, UNHCR has been working to assist refugees who have fled Ukraine 

by providing emergency experts, essential supplies, and setting up reception centers and 

border areas to identify and provide care to the most vulnerable individuals. They are also 

coordinating a regional Refugee Response Plan in collaboration with other organizations and 

partners, in order to support the efforts of the affected governments. Additionally, UNHCR, 

in partnership with UNICEF, has established the "Blue Dot'' safe spaces along major crossing 

points and transit routes, providing a safe place and support, including access to health care, 

education, and psychosocial services, with a focus on the most vulnerable groups such as 

unaccompanied children, persons with disabilities, and members of the LGBTIQ+ 

community. 



 

It is important to note that while UNHCR and its partners are working to provide aid and 

support to those affected by the conflict, the situation on the ground remains challenging with 

access to some areas limited by security concerns. Additionally, the increasing number of 

people displaced by the conflict continues to put a strain on resources and further support is 

needed to meet the growing needs of those affected. 

 

iv. UNICEF 

 

The ongoing conflict in Ukraine has resulted in a severe humanitarian crisis, affecting 

millions of children and families. In response to this crisis, UNICEF has been working 

tirelessly with partners to provide critical support to those affected by the conflict. 

 

Since February 2022, UNICEF has been working to provide essential services to children and 

families in Ukraine. Through their efforts, they have been able to provide primary health care 

to 4.9 million children and women in UNICEF-supported facilities and through mobile teams. 

Additionally, they have been able to provide safe drinking water to 4.2 million people and 

critical water, sanitation and hygiene supplies to almost 1 million people. 

 

UNICEF also recognizes the importance of mental health and psychosocial support during 

times of crisis. As such, they have provided interventions to 2.6 million children and 

caregivers, addressing the mental health needs of those affected by the conflict. Additionally, 

they have reached 300,000 women and children with gender-based violence prevention, risk 

mitigation and response services. Through their efforts, they have also been able to engage 

880,000 children in formal or non-formal education. 

 

In neighbouring countries, UNICEF and its partners have also been working to provide 

support to those affected by the conflict. They have helped more than 520,000 children access 

formal and non-formal education, including early learning. They have also worked closely 

with local authorities, municipalities and NGOs to provide mental health, psychosocial 

support and other protection services to more than 415,000 children and caregivers. 

Furthermore, they have supported Ministries of Health to provide access to health services 

and immunization for refugee women and children. They have distributed hygiene items and 

set up hygiene facilities in preparation for winter, and (as was mentioned above) with 



UNHCR, local authorities and partners, established ‘Blue Dots’ – safe spaces along border 

crossings in neighboring countries that provide children and families with critical information 

and services. 

 

Despite these efforts, the situation in Ukraine remains dire and UNICEF continues to call for 

principled and unimpeded humanitarian access, an end to attacks on children and the 

infrastructure they rely on, including schools, hospitals and critical water and food 

infrastructure, and for all parties to avoid the use of schools or other facilities in this conflict. 

Moreover, UNICEF calls for the end of the use of explosive weapons in populated areas, 

which are directly responsible for killing and maiming hundreds of children. 

 

It's worth to mention that this is just a small part of the total help given by UNICEF to 

Ukraine as it also provides many other programs and supports that target the most vulnerable 

children and families in the country. 

 

v. United States of America 

 

The United States has provided significant aid to Ukraine in response to the ongoing crisis 

caused by the Russian invasion. Beginning in January 2022, the US government has 

announced multiple aid packages, totaling billions of dollars in financial and humanitarian 

assistance. 

 

One of the first major aid packages announced was $200 million in aid on 19 January 2022. 

This was followed by a much larger package of $13.6 billion in combined military and 

humanitarian aid, announced on 15 March 2022 via the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 

2022. This aid was specifically earmarked for "responding to the situation in Ukraine." 

 

As the crisis continued to unfold, the US government announced additional aid packages. On 

24 March 2022, $1 billion in food, medicine, water and other supplies were provided. On 23 

May, the Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs provided 21 

armored SUVs to the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine and Ukrainian police, with 

many additional vehicles donated on 2 June. Additionally, on 24 May, $4 million was 

provided to the HALO Trust for ordnance disposal in Ukraine. 

 



On 15 June, the United States government announced it would provide an additional $225 

million in humanitarian aid to Ukraine. This was followed by another $368 million in 

humanitarian aid announced on 9 July. On 26 September 2022, US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken announced $457.5 million worth of civilian security assistance would be provided to 

Ukraine. 

 

In August 2022, the World bank announced a $4.5 billion grant from the United States 

government to the Ukrainian government, meant for funding social payments, healthcare 

services, and pensions. 

 

It is worth noting that these financial and humanitarian aids are only a small part of the help 

provided by the United States to Ukraine. The United States has also provided the most 

military support by giving many types of equipment throughout the years to Ukraine, 

including weapons, vehicles, and other military equipment. This military aid has played a 

significant role in helping Ukraine defend itself against the Russian invasion. 

 

vi. European Union 

 

The European Union, through its member states and institutions, has provided a significant 

amount of aid to Ukraine since the outbreak of the Russian invasion in 2014. The aid 

provided has been in the form of grants, loans, and various forms of material aid, including 

lethal weapons, non-lethal aid, humanitarian aid, satellite intelligence, and medical 

assistance. Most of this aid has been coordinated by the European Commission. 

 

As of 12 February 2022, the EU had provided around €17 billion in grants and loans to 

Ukraine. On 16 February 2022, an additional €1.2 billion loan was approved. On 27 February 

2022, the EU announced a €450 million worth of lethal weapons, as well as €50 million 

worth of non-lethal aid under the European Peace Facility. On 1 March 2022, the EU 

announced €500 million in humanitarian aid. Additionally, the EU provided satellite 

intelligence, notably through the European Union Satellite Centre, as part of a resolution on 

the Russian aggression against Ukraine. 

 

In March 2022, the EU also "reserved" a total of 10,000 beds from hospitals across the union 

for Ukrainian war casualties, and several Ukrainian civilians have been evacuated for medical 



treatment in EU hospitals. The EU has also provided housing for at least 5 million Ukrainian 

refugee civilians through a Temporary Protection Directive. 

 

On 23 March 2022, the EU increased its military aid under the European Peace Facility to €1 

billion, which includes personal protective equipment, first aid kits, fuel, and military 

equipment. On 13 April 2022, the EU further increased its military aid to €1.5 billion. On 8 

July 2022, the EU donated protective gear worth over €977,000 to the State Border Guard 

Service of Ukraine. On 18 July 2022, the EU approved an additional €500 million military 

aid package for Ukraine. Additionally, the EU has provided 5.5 million potassium iodide 

tablets to Ukraine through the EU Emergency Response Coordination Centre, and €500,000 

worth of thermal imaging equipment for the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine. 

 

Overall, the EU has provided a significant amount of aid to Ukraine in the form of financial, 

military, and humanitarian assistance. This aid has been provided through a combination of 

grants, loans, and various forms of material aid, and has been coordinated by the European 

Commission. The EU's aid has been instrumental in supporting Ukraine during the ongoing 

crisis, providing support for refugees, medical assistance, and military aid to help Ukraine 

defend itself against the Russian invasion. The EU's aid has also been a symbol of solidarity 

and support for Ukraine, and a strong message of condemnation of the Russian aggression. 

 

vii. Ukrainian Red Cross Society 

 

The Ukrainian Red Cross Society, in coordination with the International Committee of the 

Red Cross and International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, is 

playing a vital role in providing humanitarian aid to those affected by the ongoing conflict in 

Ukraine. They are working tirelessly to provide neutral and impartial support to the civilian 

population, including those who have been displaced, injured, or separated from their 

families. 

 

One of the key areas of focus for the Ukrainian Red Cross Society is the distribution of relief 

assistance, including food and non-food items, to the civilian population. This includes 

providing basic necessities to people who have been forced to flee their homes, as well as 

those on the move. Additionally, they are providing first aid and other health services to the 



wounded and sick, in accordance with international humanitarian law and Ukrainian 

legislation. 

 

Another important aspect of their work is supporting authorities with the dignified 

management of dead bodies and providing forensic expertise. The Ukrainian Red Cross 

Society is also working to reestablish family links between separated family members, with a 

specific focus on unaccompanied minors and extremely vulnerable persons such as the 

elderly and disabled. 

 

The Ukrainian Red Cross Society is also working to promote respect for International 

Humanitarian Law, ensuring respect and dignity for people deprived of freedom. They are 

providing integrated assistance to people in need, including shelter and cash assistance, when 

the situation allows. 

 

The Ukrainian Red Cross Society is also working closely with the Russian government to 

provide aid to Ukrainian refugees in Russia. In March 2022, the head of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross, Peter Maurer, met with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 

Lavrov to discuss opening an office in Rostov-on-Don for Ukrainian refugees who were 

forced to leave for Russia by the Russian military. 

 

It is important to note that the Ukrainian Red Cross Society's work is ongoing and constantly 

evolving to meet the needs of those affected by the conflict. Their efforts, along with the 

support of other international organizations, are critical in providing aid and support to those 

in need during this difficult time. 

 

9. Chronology of Important Events 

 

a. Dissolution of the Soviet Union 

 

The collapse of the Soviet Union was a pivotal moment in world history, marking the end of 

the Cold War and the beginning of a new era of global politics. The Soviet Union, a 

communist state that had existed since 1922, was dissolved on December 26, 1991, following 

a period of political and economic turmoil. The roots of the Soviet Union's collapse can be 

traced back to the late 1970s and early 1980s, when the country's economy began to stagnate 



and the government struggled to maintain control. The Soviet Union's economy was heavily 

centralized, with a focus on heavy industry and a lack of incentives for innovation and 

efficiency. This resulted in a lack of consumer goods and a growing sense of dissatisfaction 

among the population. The Soviet Union's political system was also in crisis, as the country's 

leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, sought to implement political and economic reforms, but faced 

resistance from hardliners within the Communist Party. Gorbachev's policies of glasnost and 

perestroika, which aimed to increase transparency and decentralization, led to a flowering of 

political dissent and a demand for greater freedom and democracy.  

 

The final blow to the Soviet Union came in 1991, when a failed coup attempt by hardliners 

led to the collapse of the Communist Party and the fall of the Soviet government. With the 

Soviet Union in disarray, the republics that made up the union began to declare their 

independence, and the Soviet Union was officially dissolved on December 26, 1991. The 

dissolution of the Soviet Union had a profound impact on world politics and the global 

balance of power. The end of the Cold War led to a realignment of global alliances and the 

emergence of the United States as the world's sole superpower. The collapse of the Soviet 

Union also had a significant impact on the countries of Eastern Europe, as they transitioned 

from communist rule to market-based economies.  

 

In conclusion, the collapse of the Soviet Union was a seminal moment in world history, 

marking the end of the Cold War and the beginning of a new era of global politics. The 

collapse of the Soviet Union had a profound impact on the world, shaping the political and 

economic landscape of the 21st century. 

 

b. Revolution of Dignity 

The Revolution of Dignity, also known as the Euromaidan Revolution, was a series of 

protests and civil unrest that took place in Ukraine in 2013 and 2014. The protests were 

sparked by the decision of President Viktor Yanukovych and his government to reject a long-

planned association agreement with the European Union in favor of closer ties with Russia. 

The protests began in November 2013, when a small group of Ukrainian citizens gathered in 

Kiev's Independence Square, or Maidan, to protest the government's decision. Over the next 

several weeks, the protests grew in size and intensity, with thousands of people taking to the 

streets to demand the government's resignation and the signing of the association agreement 

with the EU. As the protests continued, the government responded with increasing violence, 



with police using force to disperse the crowds and making mass arrests. This only served to 

further enrage the protesters and led to more widespread civil unrest.  

 

In February 2014, the situation came to a head when clashes between protesters and police 

resulted in the deaths of over 100 people, known as the "Heavenly Hundred." The violence 

and the mass public outrage sparked by the deaths led to the downfall of Yanukovych's 

government and his eventual flight from the country. The Revolution of Dignity was a 

significant event in the recent history of Ukraine, as it led to the election of a new 

government and the signing of the association agreement with the EU. The revolution also 

had far-reaching consequences, with Russia's annexation of Crimea and the ongoing conflict 

in Eastern Ukraine.  

 

In conclusion, the Revolution of Dignity was a pivotal moment in Ukrainian history, as it led 

to the downfall of an authoritarian government and the country's move towards closer ties 

with the European Union. The events of the revolution also had a major impact on the region, 

with Russia's annexation of Crimea and ongoing conflict in Eastern Ukraine. 

 

c. Russia’s occupation of Crimea 

 

Russia's occupation of Crimea is a controversial and ongoing territorial dispute between 

Russia and Ukraine that began in 2014. Following the Euromaidan Revolution in Ukraine and 

the ousting of President Viktor Yanukovych, Russia annexed Crimea, a region that had been 

part of Ukraine since 1954. The annexation of Crimea by Russia was met with widespread 

international condemnation, as it was seen as a violation of Ukraine's territorial integrity and 

sovereignty. The annexation was also in violation of the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, in 

which Russia, the United States, and the United Kingdom pledged to respect the territorial 

integrity of Ukraine in exchange for Ukraine giving up its nuclear weapons.  

 

On March 16, 2014, a referendum was held in Crimea on whether to join Russia or to remain 

part of Ukraine. The vote was widely criticized as being illegal and illegitimate, as it was held 

under the presence of Russian troops and did not allow for the participation of pro-Ukrainian 

citizens. The majority of the people who voted, voted in favor of joining Russia, and 

subsequently Russia officially annexed the peninsula. The annexation of Crimea has had a 

major impact on the region, as well as on the relationship between Russia and the 



international community. The annexation has led to increased tensions between Russia and 

Ukraine, as well as between Russia and other countries, particularly those in the West. The 

annexation has also resulted in economic sanctions against Russia by many countries, 

including the United States and the European Union. 

 

d. War of Donbas 

 

The War in Donbas is an ongoing conflict in the Donbas region of Ukraine, which began in 

2014 following the annexation of Crimea by Russia. The war is a result of the escalating 

tensions between Russia and Ukraine, which began with the Euromaidan Revolution in 

Ukraine and the ousting of President Viktor Yanukovych. The war began in April 2014, when 

pro-Russian separatists declared independence and declared the formation of the "Donetsk 

People's Republic" and "Luhansk People's Republic" (DNR and LNR), they seized 

government buildings and called for a referendum to join Russia. The Ukrainian government, 

however, saw this as an illegal separatist movement and responded by launching a military 

operation to retake control of the region.  

 

The war has resulted in a significant loss of life and displacement of people, with an 

estimated 13,000 people killed and over 1.5 million people displaced. The war has also 

resulted in widespread destruction of infrastructure and damage to the economy of the region. 

The war has been ongoing despite several ceasefires and peace agreements, including the 

Minsk Agreements of 2014 and 2015, which were brokered by France, Germany, Russia, and 

Ukraine to end the hostilities and restore control of the border to Ukraine. However, the 

ceasefire agreements have not been fully implemented and sporadic fighting continues. The 

War in Donbas has had a significant impact on the region and on the relationship between 

Russia and Ukraine. This impact is also one of the steps which led Ukraine and Russia to the 

current war. In addition, it had a significant impact on the relationship between Russia and 

the international community too, with many countries imposing economic sanctions on 

Russia in response to its actions in Ukraine. 

 

In conclusion, the War in Donbas is an ongoing conflict that began in 2014 in the Donbas 

region of Ukraine and which is merged with the current ongoing Russo-Ukrainian war, 

between the Ukrainian government and Russian-backed separatists, The war has resulted in 

significant loss of life and displacement, as well as widespread destruction of infrastructure 



and damage to the economy of the region. Despite several ceasefire agreements, the 

hostilities continue, and it has a significant impact on the region and the relationship between 

Russia and Ukraine as well as the international community. 

 

e. Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine 

 

On the morning of February 24th, 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin announced a 

surprise military operation in Ukraine. The stated goal was to "demilitarize and denazify" the 

country. Within minutes, missiles and airstrikes rained down on cities and towns across 

Ukraine, including the capital city of Kyiv. A massive ground invasion followed, with 

Russian troops pushing into Ukraine from multiple fronts. 

 

Ukrainian President Zelenskyy quickly declared martial law and ordered a general 

mobilization of all able-bodied men between the ages of 18 and 60. These men were 

prohibited from leaving the country. Russia's initial attacks focused on the northern front, 

pushing towards Kyiv from Belarus, as well as the north-eastern, southern, and south-eastern 

fronts. 

 

Despite initial gains, Russia's advance towards Kyiv slowed in March due to heavy losses and 

fierce resistance from Ukrainian forces. In April, Russia's southern and eastern forces were 

placed under the command of General Aleksandr Dvornikov and some units were withdrawn 

from the north and redeployed to the Donbas region. A renewed attack was launched in April, 

this time along a 500 kilometer front extending from Kharkiv to Donetsk and Luhansk. 

 

As was mentioned above, the war caused a massive refugee crisis, with over a million people 

fleeing Ukraine in the first week alone. The UN described it as the fastest-growing such crisis 

since World War II. Ukrainian forces launched counter offensives in the south and northeast, 

and by September, Russia had annexed four oblasts of Ukraine. This annexation was widely 

condemned by the international community. 

 

The invasion was considered a war of aggression and was met with widespread 

condemnation. The UN demanded a full withdrawal of Russian forces, the International 

Court of Justice ordered Russia to suspend military operations, and the Council of Europe 

expelled Russia. Many countries imposed new sanctions and provided humanitarian and 



military aid to Ukraine. In September, Putin signed a law that would punish anyone who 

resists conscription with a 10-year prison sentence, leading to an international push to allow 

asylum for Russians fleeing conscription. 

 

10. Questions to be Answered 

 

1. How can the international community provide more effective and sustainable aid to 

the affected refugees? 

2. What measures can be taken to ensure the further safety and protection of Ukrainian 

refugees? 

3. How can the integration and resettlement of Ukrainian refugees in host countries be 

facilitated in a more planned way? 

4. What further role can non-governmental organizations and civil society play in 

finding solutions for the Ukrainian refugee crisis? 

5. What steps can be taken to address the specific needs of vulnerable groups, such as 

children and people with disabilities, among Ukrainian refugees? 

6. How can long-term solutions such as sustainable development and economic 

opportunities be created for Ukrainian refugees and host communities? 

7. What can be done to address the potential negative effects of the refugee crisis on the 

stability and security of the region? 

8. How can the international community work towards a lasting and peaceful resolution 

to the war in Ukraine to prevent future refugee crises? 
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