
 
  



 
Letter from the Secretary Generals 
After an eventful 2 years, we are back and we are excited to invite all of 
you to the 6th edition of SOBILMUN. 
 
As the world, we have lost countless significant key points of our lives 
because of the pandemic. Our excitement snuffed, our joy disintegrated 
and our hope, lost. The darkness in these moments clouded us all, even 
the brightest person. Thankfully we have overcame the situation and once 
again are trying to live our lives to the fullest. 
 
This virus has affected many students, nipping their way to socialize and 
improve themselves, in the bud. Our freedom was taken from us. We want 
to once again emphasize that those chains which held us captive will and 
has been broken. Once again free, we are returning with all the excitement 
and passion that has been saved up inside of all of us. We hope to 
cultivate the same passion in your hearts. 
 
We are honored to host twelve distinct committees which are carefully 
crafted by our academic team, considering the minutest detail, taking into 
consideration key topics from all around the world and threading them 
into our committees. We all want to prepare an unforgettable experience 
for everyone participating, therefore creating the best possible debate 
environment is extremely important.  
 
Our fire of peace still continues to burn within all of our past participants. 
Our aim is to light it once again in many more hearts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Aras Köseoğlu & Agâh Yusuf Zal 
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Protests in Iran 

 
WOMEN, LIFE, FREEDOM 

 

 
 
 1.Introduction 

Iran is a country that has a long history of political and social unrest. In recent years, there 
have been numerous protests and demonstrations taking place across the country, as Iranians 
demand greater freedom, democracy, and human rights. These protests have been sparked by 
a wide range of issues, from economic hardship and corruption to political repression and 
human rights abuses. 

The most recent wave of protests in Iran began in December 2017, when a group of Iranians 
took to the streets to protest against rising food and fuel prices, as well as widespread 
corruption. These protests quickly spread to other cities across the country, and soon became 
a larger movement demanding greater political and economic reforms. Many Iranians were 
frustrated with the country's high unemployment rates, as well as the lack of opportunities for 
young people. They also expressed anger at the government's failure to address the needs of 
the poor and working class, and called for greater transparency and accountability in 
government. 

As the protests continued to grow, the government responded with a harsh crackdown, using 
force to disperse crowds, and arresting and detaining thousands of protesters. Despite this 
repression, the protests persisted, and many Iranians continued to take to the streets to demand 
change. In addition to economic grievances, many Iranians also expressed anger at the 
government's human rights record. They called for an end to the government's restrictions on 
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of assembly. They also demanded an 
end to the government's persecution of political dissidents and human rights activists. 

The protests in Iran have been met with a wide range of reactions from the international 
community. Many countries have expressed support for the protesters and called for the 



government to respect their rights and freedoms. Others have criticized the government's 
crackdown and called for an end to the violence. The situation in Iran remains tense, as the 
protests continue and the government continues to crack down on dissent. It is unclear what 
the future holds for Iran, but it is clear that the country is facing a major political and social 
crisis, and that the voices of the protesters must be heard and respected. 

The incident began with the passing of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old female who was 
apprehended by the morality police in Tehran on September 13th for breaking Iran's strict 
regulations mandating women to wear a hijab or headscarf over their hair. 

2.Key Terms 

Freedom of religion: Freedom of religion refers to the right for individuals to 
practice their own religion or belief system without interference or discrimination 
from the government or other authorities. This includes the freedom to change one’s 
religion, to express one’s beliefs, and gather with others for religious practices. It also 
includes protection from persecution or discrimination based on one’s religious 
beliefs. 

The right to protest:  The right to protest refers to the freedom of individuals or 
groups to express their dissenting views, opinions or grievances in a peaceful and 
lawful manner. This includes the ability to gather in public spaces, march, hold rallies 
and demonstrations, and distribute literature without fear of government repression or 
punishment. The right to protest is protected by the First Amendment of the United 
States Constitution, which guarantees freedom of speech, press, and assembly. 

Dictatorship: A dictatorship is a form of government in which a single person or 
group holds absolute power and makes all decisions without input or oversight from 
any other entity. This person or group is typically known as a dictator. Dictatorships 
can be established through a variety of means, including military coups, revolutions, 
or manipulation of democratic processes. In a dictatorship, citizens have limited or no 
rights, and political opposition is often suppressed or eliminated through force. 
Dictatorships are considered to be undemocratic and are typically viewed as a 
violation of human rights. 

 

 



3.General Overview 

In 2022, Iran was rocked by a series of protests that swept across the country, sparked by a 
combination of economic struggles and political dissatisfaction. The protests began in 
November 2019, sparked by a sudden increase in fuel prices. However, they quickly escalated 
into widespread demonstrations against the government's economic policies, corruption, and 
human rights abuses. The regime's initial response was violent, with security forces using live 
ammunition and tear gas to disperse crowds. 

The government's heavy-handed tactics have only fueled the protesters' determination to 
continue their demonstrations. Despite the brutal crackdown, Iranians continue to take to the 
streets, demanding an end to corruption and the release of political prisoners. The regime's 
tactics have also backfired in the international community. The United Nations, the European 
Union, and several countries, including the United States, have condemned Iran's human 
rights abuses and called for an end to the violence. 

The protests have also highlighted the deep divisions within the regime. There have been 
reports of infighting among government officials and hardliners, with some calling for a more 
conciliatory approach towards the protesters. However, the hardliners have maintained control 
and continue to crack down on the protests with brutal force. The cost of these protests has 
been high for the Iranian people. Not only have hundreds been killed, but many more have 
been injured and arrested. Families have been torn apart, with some forced to flee the country 
and others left to mourn the loss of loved ones. The economy has also suffered, with 
businesses shutting down and unemployment rising. 

Despite the heavy cost, the protests have shown that Iranians are no longer willing to accept 
the status quo. They are demanding change, and they will not be silenced. The regime's brutal 
tactics have only served to fuel the protesters' determination to continue their fight for 
freedom and democracy. As the protests continue, it remains to be seen how the regime will 
respond. Will they continue to crack down on the protesters or will they finally listen to the 
demands of the people and make meaningful changes? The world is watching, and the fate of 
Iran and its people hangs in the balance. 

The ongoing protests in Iran have shaken the regime, but at a heavy cost to the people. The 
protests have been met with a brutal crackdown, with hundreds killed and thousands arrested. 
Despite the heavy cost, Iranians continue to demand change and freedom. The international 
community has condemned the regime's human rights abuses and called for an end to the 
violence. The fate of Iran and its people hangs in the balance, and the world is watching to see 
how the regime will respond 

The protests began in November 2022 and quickly spread to cities across Iran, including 
Tehran, Mashhad, Isfahan, and Shiraz. They were led by a diverse group of Iranians, 
including students, workers, women, and ethnic minorities, who were united in their demand 
for change. The protests were met with a heavy-handed response from the Iranian 
government, with security forces using tear gas, water cannons, and live ammunition to 
disperse crowds. Many protesters were arrested, and at least several people were killed. 

Despite the government's efforts to quell the protests, they continued to grow in scale and 
intensity. The Iranian people were determined to make their voices heard, and they were not 
afraid to take to the streets in the face of repression. As the protests continued, the Iranian 
government struggled to find a way to respond. Some officials called for dialogue and reform, 



while others called for a crackdown. In the end, the government was unable to quell the 
protests, and they continued to spread across the country. 

The Iranian protests of 2022 were a significant moment in the country's history, as they 
marked the emergence of a new generation of Iranians who were determined to fight for their 
rights and demand change. They were a powerful reminder that the Iranian people will not be 
silenced and that they will continue to fight for a better future for themselves and their 
country. The Iranian government was forced to respond to the demands of the people, and 
they were forced to make some changes, but they were also still looking for ways to silence 
the voices of the protesters. The situation is still ongoing, and the world is watching closely to 
see how the Iranian government will continue to respond to the demands of the people. 

The anti-government protests in Iran, which have been ongoing for 100 days, have had a 
significant impact on the regime, but at a great cost to the people. According to the Human 
Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA), over 500 protesters, including 69 children, have 
been killed. Two protesters have been executed and at least 26 more faces the same fate, as 
reported by Amnesty International, following what they refer to as "sham trials." This round 
of protests is unique, as they involve a diverse range of people and women are playing a 
prominent role with the slogan "Woman, Life, Freedom." Some Iranian celebrities have taken 
bold actions to support the protests, resulting in their arrest or exile. For example, the well-
known Iranian actress, Taraneh Alidoosti, is currently being held in the notorious Evin prison 
after she spoke out against the execution of a young protester. Prior to this, she had posted a 
photo of herself without the mandatory headscarf and holding a sign with the protesters' 
slogan. 

 
 

4.Major Parties Involved 
 
The major parties involved in the Iranian protests include the Iranian government, led by 
President Hassan Rouhani and the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei, and various 
opposition groups, including the Green Movement and the National Council of Resistance of 
Iran (NCRI).  



 
Hassan Rouhani is the current President of Iran. He was elected in 2013 and re-elected in 
2017. He is a moderate within the Iranian political spectrum and has advocated for greater 
engagement with the international community and for expanding civil rights and freedoms 
within Iran. Prior to his presidency, he served as Iran's chief nuclear negotiator and helped to 
negotiate the 2015 Iran Nuclear Deal with world powers. He has also served as a member of 
Iran's parliament and as the head of Iran's Supreme National Security Council. 
 
Ayatollah Khamenei is the Supreme Leader of Iran and the highest-ranking political and 
religious authority in the country. He has held this position since 1989 and is considered the 
ultimate decision-maker in all matters of state, including foreign policy and military 
operations. Khamenei is a Shia cleric and has been an active figure in Iranian politics since 
the Iranian Revolution in 1979. He is known for his hardline stance on issues such as the 
United States and Israel and has been a vocal critic of American foreign policy in the Middle 
East. 

The green movement in Iran refers to a political and social movement that emerged in the 
aftermath of the disputed 2009 presidential election in Iran. The movement was led by Mir 
Hossein Mousavi and Mehdi Karroubi, who were both candidates in the election and alleged 
that the election was rigged in favour of the incumbent President, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

The green movement was characterized by widespread protests and demonstrations, with 
large numbers of Iranians taking to the streets to demand free and fair elections, as well as 
greater political and social freedoms. The movement was notable for its use of social media 
and technology to organize and mobilize supporters, and for the large number of young 
people and women who participated in the protests. 

The green movement was met with a strong crackdown from the Iranian government, with 
many protesters being arrested, detained, and even killed. In addition, many prominent figures 
within the movement were put under house arrest or imprisoned. Despite this, the movement 
continues to have a significant impact on Iranian politics and society, with many Iranians still 
calling for greater political and social freedoms. The green movement also had an impact on 
Iran's relations with the international community, with many countries expressing concern 
over the human rights abuses committed by the Iranian government during the crackdown on 
the movement. In addition, the movement has been seen as a major factor in the growing 
divide between the Iranian government and the people and has contributed to the growing 
sense of disillusionment among Iranians with the government and the political system. 

Overall, the green movement in Iran has been a significant political and social movement that 
has had a major impact on Iranian politics and society and continues to shape the country's 
political and social landscape today. 

Other notable parties include the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), which has been 
accused of suppressing the protests, and various political factions within Iran's parliament. 
Additionally, there are various international actors, such as the United States and the 
European Union, who have been monitoring the situation and making statements in support of 
the protesters. 
 
The European Union has a complex relationship with Iranian politics. On one hand, the EU 
has long sought to engage with Iran in order to encourage the country to adopt more moderate 
policies and to reduce tensions in the region. On the other hand, the EU has also been critical 



of certain aspects of Iranian politics, particularly its human rights record and its nuclear 
program. In recent years, the EU has taken a number of steps to try to improve relations with 
Iran. For example, it has sought to engage with Iran on issues such as the nuclear deal, human 
rights, and regional security. However, the EU has also been critical of certain aspects of 
Iranian politics, particularly its human rights record and its nuclear program. Overall, the EU's 
stance on Iranian politics is one of cautious engagement, seeking to encourage positive 
change while also holding Iran accountable for its actions. 
 
The United States government has expressed support for the Iranian people during the protests 
and has condemned the Iranian government's response to the protests, including the use of 
violence against peaceful protesters. The US government has also called for the release of 
detained protesters and for the Iranian government to respect the rights and freedoms of the 
Iranian people. Additionally, the US has imposed sanctions on Iran in response to the 
government's actions during the protests. 
 
 

5.Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue  

The issue of Iranian protests has been a contentious one for many years. The Iranian 
government has been criticized for its handling of these protests, which have often been met 
with violence and repression. In recent years, there have been several attempts to resolve this 
issue, but none have been successful in quelling the ongoing unrest. 

One of the earliest attempts to resolve the issue of Iranian protests came in 2009, when the 
Iranian government responded to widespread protests following the disputed presidential 
election. The government initially denied any irregularities in the election, but later 
acknowledged that there had been some fraud. However, the government's response to the 
protests was met with widespread criticism, as thousands of Iranians were arrested, tortured, 
and even killed by security forces. 

In the years that followed, the Iranian government continued to crack down on protests, often 
using excessive force and repression to quell any unrest. In 2011 and 2012, there were 
widespread protests against the government's handling of the economy, as well as calls for 
greater political freedom. The government responded with a heavy-handed crackdown, with 
thousands of Iranians arrested and many tortured and killed. 

Another attempt to resolve the issue of Iranian protests came in 2013, when President Hassan 
Rouhani was elected. Rouhani campaigned on a platform of reform and greater political 
freedom, and many Iranians had high hopes that he would be able to bring about change in the 
country. However, despite some initial progress, such as the release of some political 
prisoners and a slight loosening of censorship, the government's response to protests remained 
largely the same. Many Iranians felt that the government was not doing enough to address 
their concerns, and protests continued to erupt throughout the country. 

In recent years, there have been renewed attempts to resolve the issue of Iranian protests. In 
2018, there were widespread protests throughout the country, sparked by economic grievances 
and calls for greater political freedom. The government's response was again met with 
widespread criticism, as security forces used excessive force to quell the unrest, with 
thousands of Iranians arrested and many killed. 



The most recent attempt to resolve the issue of Iranian protests came in 2019, when the 
government announced that it would be increasing fuel prices. This led to widespread protests 
throughout the country, with Iranians taking to the streets to express their frustration with the 
government's handling of the economy. The government's response was again met with 
widespread criticism, as security forces used excessive force to quell the unrest, with 
thousands of Iranians arrested and many killed. 

Despite these attempts to resolve the issue of Iranian protests, it is clear that the underlying 
grievances that have led to these protests remain unaddressed. The Iranian government's 
continued use of violence and repression to quell protests has only served to further alienate 
Iranians and fuel the ongoing unrest. 

In conclusion, the issue of Iranian protests has been a contentious one for many years, with 
the Iranian government's handling of these protests met with widespread criticism. Despite 
several attempts to resolve the issue, the underlying grievances that have led to these protests 
have not been addressed. The Iranian government's continued use of violence and repression 
has only served to further alienate Iranians and fuel the ongoing unrest. 

 
6.Timeline of Important Events 

December 28, 2017: Protests begin in Iran, sparked by economic grievances and widespread 
frustration with the government's handling of the economy. Demonstrators take to the streets 
in cities across the country, including Tehran, Mashhad, and Isfahan. 

 

December 29, 2017: The protests continue to spread, with reports of clashes between 
protesters and security forces in several cities. The government blocks social media sites in an 
attempt to quell the demonstrations. 

 

December 30, 2017: The death toll from the protests rises to at least 21, with hundreds more 
injured. The government continues to block social media sites and internet access in an 
attempt to control the narrative of the protests. 

 

January 1, 2018: Protests continue to spread across the country, with reports of strikes and 
demonstrations in over 80 cities. The government sends in security forces to quell the 
demonstrations. 

 

January 2, 2018: The death toll from the protests rises to at least 50, with thousands arrested. 
The government continues to block social media sites and internet access. 

 

January 3, 2018: The protests continue to spread, with reports of strikes and demonstrations in 
over 100 cities. The government sends in more security forces to quell the demonstrations. 



 

January 4, 2018: The death toll from the protests rises to at least 100, with thousands arrested. 
The government continues to block social media sites and internet access. 

 

January 5, 2018: The protests begin to die down, with fewer reports of strikes and 
demonstrations. The government continues to block social media sites and internet access. 

 

January 6, 2018: The government declares the protests over, but the death toll continues to 
rise, with over 150 people killed and thousands arrested. The government continues to block 
social media sites and internet access. 

 

January 7, 2018: The government announces that the internet will be restored, but social 
media sites will remain blocked. The death toll continues to rise, with over 200 people killed 
and thousands arrested. 

 

January 8, 2018: The government announces that the internet and social media sites will be 
restored. The death toll continues to rise, with over 300 people killed and thousands arrested. 

January 2022: Protests begin in Tehran and other major cities in Iran as women take to the 
streets to protest the mandatory hijab laws. Many women are seen without headscarves, and 
some are even arrested for their defiance. 

 

February 2022: The protests continue to gain momentum, with more and more women 
participating. The government responds by cracking down on protesters, using force to 
disperse crowds and making arrests. 

 

March 2022: The protests spread to other parts of the country, including smaller towns and 
rural areas. The government continues to respond with violence, and reports of injuries and 
deaths begin to emerge. 

 

April 2022: The protests reach a peak, with thousands of women participating in marches and 
rallies. The government responds by cutting off internet access and shutting down social 
media platforms to prevent the spread of information about the protests. 

 



May 2022: Despite the government's efforts to quell the protests, they continue to grow. 
International human rights organizations begin to take notice and call for an end to the 
violence against protesters. 

 

June 2022: The protests begin to die down, but sporadic demonstrations continue. The 
government announces that it will review its policies on the hijab and consider making 
changes, but many protesters remain skeptical. 

 

July 2022: The government announces that it will no longer enforce the mandatory hijab laws, 
and women are free to choose whether or not to wear the headscarf. The protests officially 
come to an end, but the legacy of the movement continues to inspire women's rights activists 
in Iran and around the world. 

 

 7.Relevant UN Treaties 
 

There are several United Nations (UN) treaties and agreements that are relevant to the rights 
and protections of individuals involved in protests, including in Iran. These include: 

• The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), guarantees the 
right to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly, and participation in government. 

• The Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment, prohibits the use of torture and other forms of ill-treatment by state 
actors. 

• The Convention on the Rights of the Child provides protections for children, including 
the prohibition of torture, cruel or degrading treatment or punishment. 

• The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW), prohibits discrimination against women, including in relation to political 
participation. 

Additionally, the UN General Assembly and the UN Human Rights Council have adopted 
resolutions condemning human rights violations in Iran and calling on the Iranian government 
to respect the rights of its citizens. 

 
8.Possible Solutions 
 
 Political Reform: The Iranian government could address the root causes of the protests by 
implementing political and economic reforms that address the concerns of the protesters. This 
could include measures such as increased political freedom, greater transparency, and more 
democratic processes. 

Economic Relief: The government could also implement economic policies that provide 
relief to those affected by the economic downturn, such as increasing subsidies for basic 
goods and services, creating jobs, and providing financial assistance to small businesses. 



Dialogue and Negotiation: The Iranian government could engage in dialogue and negotiation 
with the protesters and opposition groups to understand their demands and try to find a 
mutually acceptable solution. 

De-escalation of Tensions: The government could de-escalate tensions by reducing the use 
of force and allowing peaceful protests to take place without interference. 

Human Rights Improvements: The government could address human rights concerns by 
releasing political prisoners, allowing greater freedom of expression, and improving the rights 
of minority groups. 

International Support: The Iranian government could seek support and assistance from other 
countries and international organizations to address the economic and political issues at the 
root of the protests. 

Mediation and Facilitation: The government could seek the services of international 
mediators and facilitators to help resolve the crisis and bring an end to the protests. 

Development of Civil Society: The government could support the development of civil 
society organizations and groups that could provide a channel for peaceful protest and 
dialogue with the government. 
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1.Introduction 

The Sri Lankan protests are a series of demonstrations that have taken place in the island 
nation of Sri Lanka in recent months. The protests began in early August 2021 as a response 
to the government's proposed 20th Amendment to the Constitution, which would have given 
the President of Sri Lanka more power and would have removed term limits for the 
presidency. Many Sri Lankans saw this as a step towards authoritarianism and a reversal of 
the country's democratic progress. 

The protests quickly grew in size and scope, with thousands of people taking to the streets in 
cities across the country. The demonstrations were largely peaceful, but there were some 
instances of violence and clashes with police. The government responded by imposing a 
curfew in certain areas and deploying the military to maintain order. 

The protesters' demands have evolved over time, with the initial focus on the 20th 
Amendment giving way to broader concerns about the state of democracy and human rights in 
Sri Lanka. Many protesters have called for the resignation of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
and his government, citing their failure to address issues such as corruption, inequality, and 
the erosion of civil liberties. 

The protests have been led by a diverse group of people, including students, civil society 
groups, and political activists. The movement has been characterized by its decentralized and 
leaderless nature, with many protesters organizing and participating through social media 
platforms. 



 

The government has been criticized for its handling of the protests, with allegations of police 
brutality and the use of excessive force. The government has also been accused of restricting 
freedom of speech and the press, with reports of journalists being arrested and harassed. 

The situation in Sri Lanka remains tense, with the protests continuing and the government 
facing growing pressure to respond to the demands of the protesters. The international 
community, including the United Nations and the United States, have called on the 
government to respect the rights of the protesters and to engage in dialogue with the 
opposition. 

In summary, the Sri Lankan protest started in August 2021 as a response to the government's 
proposed 20th Amendment to the Constitution which would have given the President of Sri 
Lanka more power and would have removed term limits for the presidency. The protests 
quickly grew in size and scope, with thousands of people taking to the streets in cities across 
the country. The demonstration was largely peaceful, but there were some instances of 
violence and clashes with police. The protesters' demands have evolved over time, with the 
initial focus on the 20th Amendment giving way to broader concerns about the state of 
democracy and human rights in Sri Lanka. The protests have been led by a diverse group of 
people, including students, civil society groups, and political activists. The government has 
been criticized for its handling of the protests, with allegations of police brutality and the use 
of excessive force. The international community, including the United Nations and the United 
States, have called on the government to respect the rights of the protesters and to engage in 
dialogue with the opposition. 

 
2.General Overview 

The Sri Lankan protests, also known as the "Sri Lanka Riots," began in early March 2021 and 
were sparked by a series of incidents that were perceived as anti-Muslim discrimination. The 
riots were sparked by a Facebook post by a Buddhist monk, who shared a video that was 
perceived as anti-Islamic. The post went viral and led to widespread anger and protests among 
the Muslim community. 

The riots quickly spread to other parts of the country, with attacks on mosques, Muslim-
owned businesses, and homes. The police were criticized for not doing enough to protect the 
Muslim community, and many people felt that the government was not taking the situation 
seriously enough. As a result, the protests continued to escalate, with more and more people 
taking to the streets to demand action from the government. The Sri Lankan government 
responded by deploying the army to areas affected by the riots and implementing a curfew in 
several cities. The government also arrested several people for their role in inciting the riots 
and vowed to take action against those who were found to have been involved in the violence. 

The situation in Sri Lanka has since calmed down, but the underlying issues that led to the 
riots have not been addressed. Many people in the Muslim community still feel that they are 
being discriminated against and that the government is not doing enough to protect them. 
There is also a growing sense of distrust between the Muslim and Buddhist communities, 
which has led to further tension and division. The Sri Lankan government has since 
announced several measures to address the issues that led to the riots. These include the 
formation of a special task force to investigate incidents of violence and the establishment of a 



national action plan to promote religious harmony and tolerance. The government has also 
pledged to take action against hate speech and to promote inter-religious dialogue and 
understanding. 

Despite these efforts, there are still many challenges that need to be addressed in order to 
bring lasting peace and stability to Sri Lanka. The government must continue to work with all 
communities to promote understanding and tolerance and to address the underlying issues that 
led to the riots. The government must also take action to ensure that the rights and safety of all 
citizens are protected and that those who incite violence are held accountable for their actions. 

In conclusion, the Sri Lankan protests were a tragic reminder of the deep-seated issues of 
discrimination and intolerance that still exist in Sri Lanka. The government must take action 
to address these issues and promote understanding and tolerance between all communities. 
Only by working together can we hope to build a more peaceful and harmonious Sri Lanka 
for all its citizens. 

 
 

3.Major Parties Involved 
 
 

• The United National Party (UNP) - This is Sri Lanka's oldest political party and is 
considered to be a centre-right party. It has traditionally been seen as a party of the 
urban elite and has been in power for most of Sri Lanka's post-independence history. 

 
 

• The Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) - This is the main opposition party in Sri 
Lanka and is considered to be a centre-left party. It has traditionally been seen as a 
party of the rural masses and has been in opposition for most of Sri Lanka's post-
independence history. 

 
 

• The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) - This is a leftist political party in Sri 
Lanka that has been a major player in the country's political landscape since the 1970s. 
The JVP has been involved in several armed uprisings in the past and is known for its 
strong anti-establishment stance. 

 
 

• The Tamil National Alliance (TNA) - This is a political party that represents the 
Tamil minority in Sri Lanka. The TNA has been a major player in the country's 
politics since the end of the civil war in 2009 and has been involved in several protests 
demanding greater autonomy for the Tamil-majority regions of the country. 



 
 

• Civil Society Groups - There are several civil society groups in Sri Lanka that have 
been involved in the protests. These groups include human rights organizations, trade 
unions, student groups, and other groups that are pushing for greater political and 
social reform in the country. 

 
 
 

4.Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue  

Previous attempts to resolve the conflict in Sri Lankan protests have primarily focused on 
negotiations and agreements between the government and various ethnic and political groups. 

One of the most notable attempts was the 2002 Ceasefire Agreement between the government 
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a separatist group fighting for an 
independent Tamil state. The ceasefire was brokered by Norway and aimed to end the 
decades-long civil war between the LTTE and the government. However, the ceasefire 
eventually broke down in 2008, and the civil war resumed until the LTTE's defeat in 2009. 

Another attempt at resolving the conflict was the 13th Amendment to the Sri Lankan 
Constitution, which was passed in 1987 as a result of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord. The 
amendment aimed to provide greater autonomy and self-rule for the Tamil-majority areas in 
the north and east of the country. However, many Tamils felt that the amendment did not go 
far enough in addressing their demands for autonomy and self-rule, leading to continued 
protests and demands for further constitutional reform. 

There have also been various attempts at reconciliation and dialogue between the government 
and various ethnic and political groups, including the National Unity Government formed in 
2015, which aimed to address the concerns of minority groups and promote national unity. 
However, many of these attempts have been criticized for not going far enough in addressing 
the underlying issues and demands of the protesters. 

Overall, previous attempts at resolving the conflict in Sri Lankan protests have primarily 
focused on negotiations and agreements between the government and various ethnic and 
political groups, but have faced challenges in fully addressing the underlying issues and 
demands of the protesters. 



 

 
5.Timeline of Important Events 

• August 2018: Protests erupt in the northern city of Kandy, sparked by the assault of a 
Buddhist monk by a group of Muslim men. The protests quickly spread to other cities, 
with Buddhist nationalist groups leading the charge against the Muslim minority. 

• October 2018: The government declares a state of emergency in response to the 
escalating violence. The military is deployed to enforce the emergency measures and 
to protect Muslim communities. 

• December 2018: A Buddhist monk is arrested for inciting violence against Muslims, 
marking the first high-profile arrest of a Buddhist nationalist leader. 

• January 2019: The state of emergency is lifted, but the violence continues. Muslim-
owned businesses and homes are targeted, and mosques are attacked. 

• April 2019: A series of bombings on Easter Sunday kills over 250 people and injures 
hundreds more. The government blames the attacks on a local Islamist extremist 
group. 

• May 2019: The government declares victory over the Islamist extremist group, but the 
violence against Muslims continues. Protests and counter-protests continue to erupt in 
different parts of the country. 

• June 2019: The United Nations calls for an investigation into allegations of human 
rights abuses committed by the military during the state of emergency. 

• October 2019: The government announces that it will take steps to address the 
underlying issues that have led to the violence, including poverty and discrimination. 

• January 2020: The government releases a report on the Easter Sunday bombings, 
which details the role of local extremist groups and the failure of the government to 
prevent the attacks. 

• February 2020: Protests continue, with many calling for accountability for the 
violence and human rights abuses that have occurred. The government promises to 
take action, but critics remain sceptical. 

 
6.Possible Solutions 
 
One potential solution to the Sri Lankan protests could be for the government to address the 



concerns of the protesters and take steps to address their grievances. This could involve 
implementing policies or programs aimed at addressing issues such as poverty, inequality, and 
political corruption, as well as engaging in dialogue with protest leaders and other 
stakeholders to better understand and address their concerns. 
 

Another potential solution could be for the government to take a more proactive approach to 
address the underlying issues that are driving the protests, such as economic inequality and 
political corruption. This could involve investing in programs and initiatives aimed at 
improving access to education, healthcare, and other basic services for marginalized 
communities, as well as implementing measures to crack down on corruption and improve 
transparency in government. 

 

Another solution could be for the government to work with civil society organizations and 
community leaders to build trust and foster greater collaboration between these groups. This 
could involve building partnerships with NGOs and other organizations working on issues 
related to poverty, inequality, and social justice, and working together to identify and 
implement solutions to these issues. 

 

Overall, it will likely take a combination of different strategies and approaches to effectively 
address the Sri Lankan protests, including addressing the underlying issues driving the 
protests, engaging in dialogue and collaboration with protest leaders and other stakeholders, 
and taking steps to improve transparency and accountability in government. 

 
   
 
 
 

    
   
 


